








Pondering plausible Commu-
nity based feeding initiative 
models to combat starvation 
and hunger amidst Covid-19 
pandemic and beyond.
- Mzwandile Thakhudi & Xolani Tseletsele

Millions of the inhabitants of our mother land 
do not consume required or sufficient ener-
gy/calories a day to sustain their livelihoods 
and basic healthcare. Such people whose 
daily income is less than $1.9 are referred to 
as living below the poverty line in terms of the 
World Bank (2015) and their standard of 
living is low. Majority of whom are black, 
female, aged, handicapped, young, children 
and so on. Millions are exposed to hunger 
and starvation culminating into malnutrition 
and with dire implications of deteriorating 
health which is the greater chunk of the popu-
lation since the afore mentioned sections 
constitute the majority. The ever-diverging 
inequality in South Africa is persistent, when 
measured by Gini-coefficient at 0.64, reflect-
ing a situation of minority claiming a lion’s 
share of the country’s economic resources. 

Over a third (if discouraged work-seekers are 
added) of the South African working age pop-
ulation is unemployed and possibly unem-
ployable due to skills mismatches or lack 
thereof.

This is of course the legacy bequeathed by 
the apartheid capitalism and colonialism, 
further postulated by Karl Marx on the 18th 
Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte that;

 "Men make their own history, but they do not 
make it as they please, they do not make it 
under self-selected circumstances but under 
circumstances existing already, given and 
transmitted from the past."

 The novel coronavirus (covid-19) pandemic 
imposed nationwide lockdown exacerbates 
the triple challenges of the South African 
society and economy as diagnosed by the 
national planning commission of abject pov-
erty, mass unemployment and underemploy-
ment as well as the ever-diverging inequality.
   
People cannot fend for themselves, as a 
result millions are at the verge of falling back 
to below the poverty line and starve to death, 
but in essence does not suggest things were 
better before the pandemic. One of the main 
unintended side effects of the prolonged lock-
down is worsening hunger. Granted, there 
has been significant contribution by the public 
sector in this regard by adopting a YCLSA 
proposition of the Basic Income Grant though 
for six months, augmentation to grants of 
other beneficiaries like the aged and the chil-
dren etc. The private sector has had its contri-
bution in a variety of ways, while whether or 
not its share is a “fair share” or not remains an 
issue for debate. 
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The food packages and vouchers donated by 
both the private and public sectors goes a 
long way. To our disappointment, some in our 
ranks and in higher echelons of the youth 
movement use them for petty squabbles and  
cheap political point scoring. More disgusting 
when their sheer opportunism and factional-
ism is exposed by their inconsistency when 
they defend one Executive Mayor and attack 
another over a similar issue of businesspeo-
ple who donated packages that were deemed 
less dignified. We must not be deterred by  
populist demagogue masquerading as youth 
leaders who will stop at nothing to vilify our 
leaders for opportunist ends. We must 
instead remain steadfast and resolute in our 
programme of poverty alleviation, appreciate, 
augment and corroborate all efforts aimed at 
combating hunger and starvation.  This is one 
area that the ANC headed alliance in  govern-
ment must focus  on and should have com-
mitted cadres that understands organisation-
al mandate in advancing the interests of the 
poor and serving selflessly. 

While this is the case, the food parcels pro-
gramme has also been exposed to and is 
vulnerable to a variety of challenges and risks 
ranging from duplication- where you find one 
family benefiting twice though from different 
donors, lack of coordination, inefficient func-
tionaries, ineffective systems and absence of 
political will from some councillors or ward 
committees, entitlement- where families or 
community members feel that they are bound 
to receive the parcels/package even when 
they do not meet the requirements set out in 
the criteria like living below the poverty line 
and not receiving any income grant and so 
on. This must be anchored in a discussion of 
proper Food Bank and security creation, 
where one department, like Department of 

Social Development through SASSA, should 
be at the centre of all food distribution to soci-
ety.

While we process this and other challenges 
brought about by this period of lockdown 
where public and private intervention in the 
interest of saving lives and food security, we 
ought to also ponder on some plausible 
models for community-based feeding initia-
tives. One such modality is the soup kitchen 
programme. The YCLSA had its inaugural 
soup kitchen in Dr Maile Clinic in Kgot-
song-Bothaville within the demarcation of 
Tisha Vanga district in the year 2016. Culmi-
nating from the lockdown, the youth activists 
in this area resuscitated the kitchen. Soup 
kitchen is ongoing in Nyakallong-Allanridge, 
Kutloanong-Odendaal, Thabong and other 
areas in the province at least.

While it may appear ceremonial or sentimen-
tal, it makes a meaningful contribution to the 
lives of many who go to bed without having 
had a meal for this or that reason. It adds 
value to those who would ordinarily consume 
medication without a meal or even be 
discouraged to take medication. It is obvious-
ly not immune to a variety of challenges like 
perpetual succession and lack thereof, sus-
tainability, stability, funding, corruption etc. 
However, checks and balances are ought to 
be put in place for operations, governance 
and finances.

A quick benchmark on the above cited areas 
where the soup kitchen takes place shows 
that they take place under the auspices of the 
community-based organizations (CBOs), 
Non-Governmental Organizations, Non-Prof-
it-Organizations (NPOs) etc.  

#PHYSICALDISTANCING #SOCIALSOLIDARITY

June 2020 | YCLSA Youth Month EditionBottomline

26

Socialism In Our LifetimeCommunity based feeding initiative amidst Covi-19



There is an urgent need for our people to be 
in the forefront of the war against poverty and 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Let’s sleeve up and rigorously engage in 
community-based vegetable gardens in our 
clinics, schools, old age and orphanage cen-
tres, etc., for perpetual supplies of vegetables 
to sustain the soup kitchens in our communi-
ties over and above offering to the impover-
ished households.

Let’s glove up and vigorously engage in 
advocacy for community-based food banks to 
supply our kitchens and households that are 
underprivileged. We encourage the public 
and private sector to continue supporting 
these initiatives for their sustainability. There 
is a need to formulate a social compact of 
stakeholders like government, business and 
CBOs in this regard. 
There is a well recorded precedence of 
public, private partnerships and coopera-
tion’s, inter-departmental and governmental 
relations and collaborations.

Government should consider erecting, con-
structing and allocating facilities for communi-
ty-based kitchen space for soup kitchens at 
each and every clinic and hospital. This will 
be to ensure that no patient takes medication 
without having a meal. The community mem-
bers will be at liberty to go to the clinic for 
brunch and late lunch. A meal ticket system 
may be adopted to manage identification and 
duplication among other issues. 

A national schools’ nutrition programme 
model where services of an entity be it 
private, NPO, cooperatives etc. may be pro-
cured quarterly or yearly to feed the pupils on 
a rotational basis, may be explored. The 
insourcing model could be even economical, 

in that the Department of Health will employ 
the clinic kitchen personnel as part of the aux-
iliary staff compliment and the Department of 
Social Development will provide groceries 
from their normal food parcels distribution 
supplies , business will be encouraged to 
donate to clinic kitchens, community food 
banks and vegetable gardens for sustainabili-
ty of our fight against hunger and starvation.

We call upon the community in general and 
the youth in particular to initiate, support and 
maintain these initiatives inspired by Che 
Enersto Guevara when he addressed the 
second anniversary of the unification of the 
revolutionary youth organizations, in Havana, 
20 October 1962 when he advanced:

“The youth must be ready to make sacrifices 
demanded by the revolution, whatever the 
nature of those sacrifices may be…. the first 
in study, the first in work and the first in 
defence of the country"

We have studied both the pandemic and the 
poverty issue. We ought to engage in work in 
defence of our nation and country. Lastly, on 
the same input, Che cautioned that "without 
an organization, ideas after some initial 
momentum start losing their effect. They 
become routine, degenerate into confor-
mity and simply end up a memory."

 Will this catalyst intervention be one such an 
idea to end up simply a memory? Let’s 
engage!

Mzwandile Thakhudi is a National Committee 
Member of YCLSA: Head of Secretariat and 
Political Education and Xolani Tseletsele is 
the Free State Deputy Provincial Secretary of 
the YCLSA. 
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In response to Bathabile’s 
female preference on the 
leadership of the YCL – We are 
not a female structure and do 
no subscribe to sexism.
- Avuma Mdini and Khalipha Melani
In one of the virtual lectures that were held during 
the Nationwide lockdown, the President of the 
ANC Women’s League (ANCWL), Bathabile 
Dlamini, attached certain accusation to the lead-
ership of the SACP and further asserted false 
remarks about the National Congress of the 
Young Communist League of South Africa held in 
the Eastern Cape in December 2018.  

Bathabile's utterances are unfounded and mis-
placed. Firstly, the former Minister should rather 
use facts to argue her points rather than parade 
false propaganda in the name of the Young Com-
munist League of South Africa. It is unfortunate 
that the giant organization of Mama Winnie Man-
dela and Albertina Sisulu is led by people who 
are reckless in speech and never make construc-
tive arguments, let alone abide by the truth. 
There was never a member of the YCL that was 
removed by anyone for joining any other organi-
zation. Members of the Young Communist 
League of South Africa affiliate to other organiza-
tions of the Progressive Youth Alliance and the 
Mass Democratic Movement. One of the national 
leaders of the ANCWL’s Young Women’s Desk 

(ANCWL YWD) and the ANC National Youth Task 
Team is a National Committee member of the 
Young Communist League.
 
However, the YCL does not have an obligation to 
consult Amayanga-yanga (ANCWL YWD) on 
who is competent to lead the YCLSA. This 
solemnly rest upon the wisdom of the structures 
of our organization and it is only delegates to the 
National Congress that participate on the leader-
ship question during congress. The YCLSA con-
gresses should be respected as they have a con-
stitutional obligation and mandate to elect leader-
ship for the purpose of advancing our struggle for 
socialism and not to appease those that we know 
are not a factor as far as this mandate is con-
cerned and have zero contribution to the growth 
and existence of our organization.

It is a known fact that Bathabile had her own 
personal interest on who is to lead the YCL and 
that is an opportunist behaviour. This character 
that Bathabile prefers, is paraded and imposed in 
every structure to consolidate factional mandates 
against the interests of our own revolution. 

Moreover, it is worrisome that comrades in our 
movement are talking of patriarchy and the strug-
gles of women for their own selfish interests. If 
the unity of women is to be consolidated, then 
Bathabile Dlamini and her associates, a handful 
of social media revolutionaries, should never 
impose a logic that seeks to promote a particular 
female figure by undermining other women 
simply because they want to advance their own 
factional agendas. We in the Young Communist 
League, we are not a “Friends Like These” 
scheme associated to certain factions in the 
movement, and do not lead on proximity bases. 
Unlike a pseudo feminist organization estab-
lished by Bathabile and her clique to isolate 
young women from elderly women, literally 
isolate women from women, the Young Commu-
nist League is not a project but an organisation, 
and therefore its autonomy is important.
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At this point, the unity of YCL is sacrosanct and 
cannot be divided by Bathabile's view. Her focus 
should be more of the rebuilding of the Amayan-
ga to contribute constructively in the fight against 
sexism, structural violence and advance the 
struggle for a non-racial, non-sexist, prosperous, 
united and democratic South Africa, and even 
assist in the rebuilding processes of the ANCYL.

Avuma Mdini and Khalipha Melani are both 
National Committee members of the YCLSA. Against all manifestation of imperi-

alism, a response to Benjamin 
Fogel
- Dloze Matooane 
The United States, centre of imperialism, neolib-
eralism and horrific terrorism against anyone who 
fails to bow down to its economic and military 
aggression, is also home to a whole army of 
“independent ‘Leftists’” who will generally criticise 
anyone other than the country which gives them 
comfortable academic and other opportunities. 
US imperialism is so strong that it has the capaci-
ty to capture some of those involved in these 
opportunities and make its agenda behaviour felt 
in their consciousness and articulations. Some, 
taking their cue from its conduct, seek to extend 
their influence, fostered in that imperialist epicen-
tre, to others far away overseas. Instead of shar-
ing with us what they are doing in their countries, 
the right-wing, neo-fascist-led Brazil being one of 
those at the moment, all they want is to tell others 
what to do in their respective countries.   
 
Such a person is the PhD Brazilian student Ben-
jamin Fogel of New York University whose article 
“South Africa could use a communist party” in 
The Mail & Guardian (27 January 2020) was no 
more than a collection of half-truths and outright 
lies against the South African Communist Party 
(SACP) in general and its General Secretary, 
Blade Nzimande in particular. Fogel’s very nasty 
personal attack on Nzimande is in reality an 
attack on a Party which has relentlessly striven to  
tell the truth about what is happening in South 
Africa since its formation. 
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Fogel’s assertions are based on a mishmash of 
prejudices derived from anti-Communist ‘lefties’ 
and devoid of factual evidence or in-depth analy-
sis. The rapid growth of the South African Com-
munist Party in recent years gives the lie to his 
assertion that it is “increasingly irrelevant”. 

Let us now look at more facts. 
When government launched the neoliberal 
“Growth, Employment and Redistribution” 
(GEAR) economic policy in 1996, it was the 
SACP which was to characterise it as the “1996 
class Project” that will advantage the elite, rather 
than build a national democratic economy to 
empower the people as a whole, the majority 
being the working class. And it was Nzimande 
who Fogel so despises, who popularised a new 
word to the English language ‘tendrepreneurs’, 
those who in the name of “Black Economic Em-
powerment” would secure lucrative contracts at 
the expense of the people.   

It was the SACP which among others played a 
major role in the Polokwane Conference of the 
ANC, asserting a national democratic 
programme.  The SACP took responsibility and 
tackled wrongdoing when it later turned out that 
not everyone who emerged in Polokwane had 
good intentions. 

Fogel claims “The party supported Zuma when 
the Guptas landed at Waterkloof,” when in fact 
Nzimande, immediately after this event, is on 
record as saying; “South Africa could not allow 
private activities on any of its military places,”  
and that “Our sovereignty and dignity as a coun-
try is at stake and must be protected.” Again, it 
was the SACP which, in 2014, was first to charac-
terise “corporate-capture of the state”, later short-
ened to “State Capture”. But unlike others whose 
comments were loudly proclaimed by the press, 
SACP members were murdered for exposing 
corruption.

Far from “hitching their political future to Cyril 

Ramaphosa,” as Fogel claims in his article, the 
SACP remains steadfast against a reassertion of 
neoliberalism, as it  made it clear in its response 
to a document released by the National Treasury 
in August 2019. In defence of our national demo-
cratic gains, and in pursuit of a democratic devel-
opmental path, the SACP made it clear at its Spe-
cial National Congress in December 2019 that it 
is strongly opposed to neoliberalism as it is 
equally opposed to parasitic state capture 
networks. 

The end results of the neoliberal, privatisation 
agenda and the like, is the same as  that of the 
parasitic networks of state capture  – except that 
the former  uses policy under foreign influence
(neoliberalism is a foreign, imperialist agenda) 
and the latter follows brazen-smash-and-grab 
tactics, said the SACP in its declaration for a 
democratic developmental path.

On higher education funding, Fogel writes as if 
Nzimande is responsible for funding higher edu-
cation from his pocket, or as if the department 
was allocated sufficient money. That is obviously 
nonsensical, which is why VAT was increased by 
1%, from 14% to 15% after Nzimande was 
factionally removed as higher education minister. 
Nevertheless, he had done his best, including by 
financing the National Student Financial Aid 
Scheme (NSFAS) from Sector Education and 
Training Authorities and the National Skills Fund 
to support education for poor and working class 
students. 

Space will not allow a full correction of all the 
inaccuracies in Fogel’s article. He should check 
his sources and use facts when writing. This will 
help him in his New York PhD. 

Dloze Matooane is a social sciences student at 
the University of Johannesburg and National 
Spokesperson of the Young Communist League 
of South Africa. This article first appeared on Um-
sebenzi online. 
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