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Editor’s Voice

Cde. Lebogang Moremedi: YCLSA Provincial
Secretary

During the current period, South Africa has been
faced by a number of challenges having to do with
downgrading by ratings agencies; unemployment
rate amongst young people stands at 40% with a
narrow definition, and at 43% with a broader
definition in the Northern Cape Province. With
census 2011 recording 1.15 million total population
for the Northern Cape, the rate of unemployment
amongst young people can be viewed to be
considerably very high. This can also mean that the
gap between the haves and the have-nots is
expanding at a rapid pace. Hence problems
associated with the state of inequalities comprise a
dissatisfied section of citizens who are getting angry
and impatient, strikes, violence, etc. The question
arises whether political, economic and social
conditions in South Africa are currently posing
greater political risk for potential investment than
during the 1990s to mid-2000s. This calls for a fresh
assessment of relevant indicators or variables in the
South African context as well as a reasoned,
empirically defensible and testable attempt that is
not merely mirroring the idiosyncratic opinion of the
analyst. In other words, what is needed is an
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analysis of relevant political risk indicators that are

based on a sound intellectual tradition and
practical logic.

In this edition, further we look on how the YCLSA
and the SACP tackles corruption. This is because
corruption is an act of injustice which creates
unfair economic situation whereby only the
politically connected few are likely to be the
beneficiaries of state resources. Ordinary citizens
are automatically captured in a modern caste
system, SA version (with no prospects for economic
or social betterment). State Owned Enterprise are
used to reserve the state’s lucrative contracts
exclusively for politically aligned individuals or
those who are already rich, and this alone has
breed a compromised community development
and service delivery to the poor.

There is a Lack of Knowledge Syndrome (LKS),
where young people tend to learn and adopt
negative and uncultured social values and then
begin to forge their own principles based on the
same toxic social, philosophically and ideological
flawed backgrounds. The outcome of this creates
grave mistakes where young people begin to think
that right is wrong and that wrong is right; or good
is bad and that bad is good. The by-product of such
ignorance is moral degeneration and character
deterioration. Through the June and July Months,
in celebration of the 95th Anniversary of the YCLSA
and Youth Month, YCLSA in the Province convened
memorial lectures on the Life and Times of Chris
Hani, as well as that of O.R Tambo. This is because
leadership is a learnt skill just like any other art or
field of study, and everyone has the potential to
grow and develop in this precious life skill along
with time. The YCLSA uses its weekly Bua
Tuesdays/Thursdays and Red Saturdays/Sundays to
offer political education as part of its leadership
classes to all young people.

Enjoy the reading Maqabane!!!



By Mlu Dlelanga: National Secretary of the YCLSA

18 June , 2017

Consolidate young communists, organize young
people and prepare for socialism!

Leadership of the SACP as led by Cde Madala
Masuku, Leadership of the African National Congress
by Cde Aron Motsoaledi, Leadership of COSATU as
led by Cde Zingiswa Losi, Leadership of the
Progressive Youth Alliance, Our National Chairperson
Cde Yershen Pillay, Our esteemed National
Committee Members, Our Provincial Secretary Cde
Tinyiko Ntini,together with all Provincial Secretaries,
Former Leaders of the YCLSA, Young revolutionaries
who come from across the length and breadth of our
country.

Receive our special profound revolutionary greetings
from the 4th National Congress National Committee
on this assembly of young revolutionaries during our
month as youth of South Africa. As the current
generation of the YCLSA , First, we first salute the
1976 generation of young people that stood up and

fought gallantly against brutal apartheid system
and we also salute and thank YCLSA founding
members and former leaders of the YCLSA who
have established ,moulded , defended and builded
this home of the young communists , the YCLSA.
These comrades include the likes Mbeki, JN Sigh,
Willie Kulk,Stanley Silwana,Sara Sable( the first
National secretary of YCLSA), Eddie Rough, Moses
Mabhida, Joe Slovo, Ruth First(the second National
Secretary),Chris Hani, Moses Kotane, whom we
continue to pay homage and remember as we
continue with the baton that they have left to
those who came before us.

Secondly our youth month 2017 message is about
young people that are unemployed,about
employed youth, about young people that has
been abused, about young people that have been
raped, about young people that have been killed,
young people that are casualties, young people
that have no access to education and the
unemployed graduates.

What is the problem, what is the nature of the
problem and what must be done

South Africa's history of Colonialism, Apartheid
and Segregation has led to institutionalized and
systemic poverty, inequality, unemployment and
underdevelopment requiring a decisive state-led
response to redress the imbalances of the past.
The brutal and fascist, white monopoly Apartheid
regime, systemically dehumanized and
underdeveloped black South Africans as part of
ensuring a conveyor belt of future labour for the
extraction of surplus value with the ultimate
objective of ensuring the economy remains solely
owned and controlled by white monopoly capital.

Youth constitute a significant, growing and distinct
group in society. Much can be said about how
society views youth. The way in which society
views youth is critical to shaping perceptions by
the adult population and how youths view
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themselves. There are three contending social
perspectives on youth; youth as consumers in society,
youth as problems to society and youth as assets to
society.

The legacies of colonialism, apartheid and segregation
have produced and reproduced the challenges of
youth unemployment, poor quality education, lack of
skills, high levels of HIV/AIDS, and low levels of
entrepreneurship amongst the youth. It is no wonder
that despite significant strides since the advent of
democracy in 1994, the majority of young South
Africans remain doubtful of a better life endowed with
education, skills, jobs and opportunities for social and
economic progress.

Youth must lead their own development and the state
must support. Youth must be at the forefront of
building schools, libraries and community centers as
community builders and leaders of society. Young
South Africans must never destroy or damage
buildings such as schools or hospitals simply because
of anger and frustration due to the lack of access to
these buildings or to demand something else.

Youth anger must be challenged strategically
where youth build and not destroy where youth
repair and not damage and where all youth are
intellectually and productively militant and not
destructively emotional.

Comrades, allow me to look closely on youth
unemployment as it is a major problem facing
young people in our country. The youth
unemployment statistics in the first quarter of
2017 increased by 1.2 of a percentage point to
27.7% - the highest figure since September 2003.

The statistician-general of Statistics South Africa,
released the Quarterly Labour Force Survey for
the first quarter of this year recently, saying that
the growth in employment was offset by the
increase in the number of job seekers who
entered the market in the beginning of the year.
The expanded unemployment rate - which
includes those who wanted to work but did not
look for work - increased by 0.8 of a percentage
point to 36.4%, or 391 000 people. This amounts
to 9.3 million people who were unemployed but
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wanted to work in the first quarter of 2017.

The statistician-general of Statistics South Africa
further said the gap between the unemployment
rate envisaged in the National Development Plan
(NDP) and the current rate is widening.

“The NDP states unemployment should be 14% by
2020 and we have only two and a half years to that
target,” he said. “The gap to 2020 currently stands
at 13.7 percentage points.”

In the fourth quarter of 2016, unemployment
stood at 26.5%.

Of the 433 000 of people who joined the ranks of
the unemployed in the first quarter of 2017,
approximately 58% were young people between
the ages of 15 and 34 years. “Unemployment
remained high among those with an education
level of less than matric at 33.1%, which is 5.4
percentage points higher than the national
average.”

This number is even higher when the number of
discouraged work seekers is taken into account.
The quarterly figures show that less than 5% of the
discouraged work seekers have tertiary education,
while approximately 72% had an education level
below matric.

The unemployment rate among graduates are
7.3%.

Employment by industry level

The employment by industry levels through the
latest figures show that the manufacturing sector
reflected the biggest growth in employment in the
first quarter of 2017 – by 62 000.

The mining industry showed employment growth
of 26 000 after a decline for four consecutive
quarters.

The agricultural sector shed 44 000 jobs in the
period under review, while employment in the
trade sector dropped by 15 000.

Jobs in the informal sector also went down by 14
000 to 2.7 million.

Unpacking our theme: consolidate young
communists, organize young people and prepare for
socialism

When we say that the YCLSA is the home for
Communist Youth, branches should bring this into
reality as a major player in regard to being a training
ground for young communist for the SACP.
Therefore, all our strength and resources should
focus on building strong YCLSA structures especially
the branches.

The YCLSA should strive to establish branches in all
wards, in townships, rural areas, villages, suburbs,
towns, workplaces, campuses, and all other places
were young people are based. The minimum
objective is to establish branches where we
currently have SACP Branches, but this should not
limit our potential to grow beyond the SACP, thus,
indirectly increasing the organisational form of the
SACP.

In doing so, branches should be engaged in the
following tasks, to satisfy their vanguard and vigilant
role:

• Engage into continuous Political Education
programme, aimed at introducing youth and
members to the basic philosophy of Marxism-
Leninism.

• Introducing members to the constitution of the
YCLSA through branch inductions.

• Engage into focused and targeted recruitment of
youth, particularly young women, white and
coloured youth.

• Lead in international, national and local campaign
that seeks to undermine the power, presence and
exploitative nature of capitalism.

• Take up various civil responsibilities so as to
identify and deal with the problems confronting
youth.

The capitalist social system is characterised by
poverty, unemployment, and inequality and class
exploitation. This affects the section of society we
seek to represent. It also provides political space for
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the organisation to mobilise youth to fight against
this system. As the struggle against Apartheid was
one through many forms and tactics, so will the
struggle against capitalism.

In order to increase our mass-base, and to be an
advanced guard for youth development, youth
interest and aspirations, we need to put concerted
efforts towards campaigns. The purpose of our
campaigns should be to expose the brutality and
inhuman of capitalism, and to highlight the plight
of the working class and poor youth. In as much as
most of the campaigns that we will engage into will
not immediately usher a socialist society, they
intervene in scathing minimal but qualitative
bruises to the capitalist system. This also provides
a platform to draw attention to the fact that
societal crises are as a result of capitalist
accumulation path.

We must continue to put our focus and target the
following sections in our society and target the
brutalities below:

• Socio-Economic Conditions of Young People,

• Socio-Economic Transformation and Development;

• Education, Training and Human Resources
Development - Health, Sexuality and the HIV/AIDS
pandemic;

• Transformation of Gender Relations and Women's
Emancipation;

• Marginalized Youth and Minority Youth;

• Culture, Religion and Ideology;

• Criminal Justice;

• Environment; and

• Sports and Recreation.

Our campaigns should also be used to mobilize and
organize youth behind the banner of Socialism and
Communism, and to ensure that minimum but
emphatic struggles are waged against capitalism.
We can also use campaigns to educate youth about
the social ills that are as a result of the system of
capitalism, and how certain behaviour’s, conducts
and addictions are as a result of profit and not
entertainment. However, as the YCLSA, we should
not fall in the trap of making noise and not
providing solutions. The YCLSA can engage into
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alternative seeking Projects by encouraging the
formation/ establishment of co-operatives across
the province and Issue-Based Campaigns. We must
also use South African Road to Socialism as a guide
to our programmes and we must set a progressive
youth agenda that will characterize a
developmental agenda. Therefore if we can
succeed on this revolutionary work our
organization indeed will be consolidated and young
people should have been organized and the
momentum, the capacity and preparations for
socialism will be indeed in full swing.

Comrades, there are also current problems facing
young people that are not being said?

As the YCLSA we are in a firm view that to remain
silent is the betrayal of the struggle. Our revolution
and the Alliance is experiencing turbulences. The
sovereignty of our country is a stake. It is not
business as usual, the abnormality is the normality
we are not lamenting. We are telling things as they
are. On this youth month of 2017 we are speaking
truth to power and power to truth as part of taking
responsibility for the revolution as well as fighting
for the betrayal of the revolution. History teaches
us that all revolutions and all revolutionaries are
capable of selling out the revolution. At times we
might be confused that is it him/her, we say history
is on our side we are all capable of selling out the
revolution.

• Comrades, a democracy that was won through
sweat, blood and struggle has been sold out to the
Guptas. Yes monopoly capital is our strategic
enemy but the immediate threat to our country, to
our people, to our sovereignty are the GUPTAS.
Guptas are the enemy of the youth and Guptas are
the enemy of the growth and development of our
country.

• Corruption is the enemy of our revolution and
youth of our country, young people who are not

connected or political connected to them growth
and development is a dream.

• Factionalism is the enemy of our revolution and
the youth of our country, faction rotate, and a

faction produce another faction. Factions are brutal
and factions are cruel. Factionalism robs young
revolutionaries on understanding the theory of the
revolution and understanding and valuing the unity
of the organization. Factionalism leads to patronage
politics and blind loyalty. Patronage corrupt and
make young people individual henchmen whilst
blind loyalty deprive young people opportunity to
objectively understand and differentiate between
what is right and what is wrong.

• Capitalism is the mother enemy of the young
people, capitalism creates youth unemployment,
poverty, in equality, youth in drugs etc. We raise this
issues that people are afraid to tell the youth of our
country. We say to the youth of our country judge
us , criticize us , insult us but truth is on our side ,
we will continue to say no on anything that seeks to
affects the future of our youth and our country. We
raised the issue of the former security branch
member Mr. Ntlemeza, we were insulted but we
won. We raised the about Brian Molefe, the golden
boy of the Guptas, we were insulted but we won.
We are raising the issue in particular the influence
of Guptas, we are being insulted, but we know we
will win. Now also we have an issue with the
Minister of Guptas, Mr.Malusi Gigaba, he is not the
Minister of Finance is the minister of the Guptas. He
has betrayed the 1976 Youth Generation mission
and even betrayed the current youth generation.
We say to him you are compromised, your
consciousness if you have it must guide you on what
you do,either you resin or not but it must guide you.
We are also saying now to the President of the
Guptas , Mr. Jacob Zuma , who has decided instead
of being the President of the ANC and the Republic
of South Africa but decided to be the President of
the Guptas , we say on behalf of over 105 000
members of the YCLSA, please step down . You have
lost your credibility.

YCLSA leads, YCLSA lives, YCLSA sharpen
contradictions and YCLSA provide direction.
Socialism in our life time. Amandla!!!
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Cde. Zingiswa Losi: The 2ND DP OF COSATU: 
Delivering Message of Support to YCLSA Rally

We are meeting just a few months before the
month of the 17th October to mark exactly hundred
years since the 1917 October Russian revolution
took place resulting in the establishment of the
Socialist Soviet Union and a section of the world
population which did not just stand opposed to
capitalism but who were practically presented a
socialist alternative for the peoples of the world.

• It is through the practical and concrete results of
the 1917 Russian Revolution that we know that the
bourgeoisie are not unconquerable. It is through the
Russian revolution that we can stand firm to assert
that the Marxist Leninist tools of analysis are correct
and if applied consistently and correctly can
produce beneficial material results for the working
class.The South African National Democratic
Revolution like many other revolutions in the world
stands on the shoulders and as a direct beneficiary

of the success of the Great October Russian
Revolution.

The revolutionary Alliance would not have
consolidated the struggle up to the 1994 democratic
breakthrough against the merciless apartheid
regime supported by the imperialist forces were it
not for the material support from the Soviet Union,
the socialist CUBA, the Socialist East Germany ,
China and many other Socialist countries and
primarily from Africa.

It is through the success of the Socialist revolution
in Russia that as workers we know that it is possible
to build a country whose economy is directly
controlled by the workers. The Russian Revolution
taught the working class never to accept everything
as the best and set a standard on the difference
between reform and revolution, between what is
“better” and what is “best” for the working class. It
is through the 1917 victory of the Russian
Revolution that we are able to concretize the
correctness of the assertion by the communist
manifesto that “the first step in the revolution by
the working class is to raise the proletariat to the
position of ruling class to win the battle of
democracy”. It also through the 1917 Russian
Revolution that we can indeed assert as the
communist manifesto does that “though not in
substance, yet in form, the struggle of the
proletariat with the bourgeoisie is at first a national
struggle. The proletariat of each country must, of
course, first of all settle matters with its own
bourgeoisie”.

We are also meeting at a time when as an ANC led
movement we are not united on a number of issues.
Our unity have been compromised by a number of
things which on amongst others include the non
implementation of resolutions from alliance
summits , the continued belief that that the NDP
constitute a real plan for our economic woes when
everyone know that COSATU and the SACP have
raised issues about specific critical and strategic
sections of the NDP.

radical transition
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which must be characterized with radical socio-
economic transformation.

As COSATU we remain vigilant in that the notion of
a Second more radical phase of our Transition is not
based on an wrong assumption that that political
transformation has more or less been completed
because that is not true . The reality is that key
state organs still lack transformation, the judiciary,
the media, the bureaucracy are still far from being
at the service of a developmental we seek to
construct. Secondly radical economic
transformation must not mean the following :

1. Transformations that either seeks to consolidate
the capitalist mode of production or to amend the
national accumulation strategy without
fundamentally transforming the underlying
property relations, and without affecting a
fundamental shift in ideological orientation.

2. It cannot and must not be predicated on the
National Development Plan. The fact of the matter
is that the revolutionary class forces, especially the
primary motive force, the working class, do not
share the neo-liberal approach of the NDP, which
seeks to effect cosmetic changes to Colonialism of a
Special Type, by consolidating and perfecting the
mechanisms of the capitalist mode of production
and imperialist domination.

3.It must not be predicated on a fallacious notion of
an attempt to separate GEAR from neo-liberalism.
Neoliberalism is characterized by the reduced role
of the state in the economy, privatization, trade and
financial liberalization, labour market de-regulation,
restrained fiscal policy, inflation-targeting as the
overriding goal of monetary policy and central bank
independence. All these embody features of what
came to be known as the Washington consensus.

We don not agree with the argument that the need
for a second radical transition has been induced by
the reality that although we have liberalized and
integrated into the global economy and we have
macroeconomic stability, the structure of the apart-

heid colonial economy has remained the same”.

This is mentioned as if the so called “stability” is the
“stability” of something else, and not that of “the
apartheid colonial economy”. But how can we agree
that there has been macroeconomic stability when
income distribution, unemployment and poverty
have worsened in the democratic decade? How can
we really agree that this “liberalization and
integration into the global economy” and the alleged
“macroeconomic stability” are not true pillars of
genuine neo-liberalism?

But comrades we should not end by complaining
about things we do not want but we should also
boldly place our views for all to know. We need to be
clear that radical economic transformation only be
driven by a united movement, a movement with a
shared sense of purpose. Radical economic
transformation can only be realized under conditions
in which there is a visible and practical relationship
between state power and organisational power on
the ground based on an understanding that a
revolution must have the capacity to continuously
deepen and at the same time defend its own gains.

As COSATU we have said that under the current
situation the ANC led movement is deeply divided
and as the ANC goes to the its 54th National
conference , we will work to ensure that comrade
Cyril Ramaposa emerges as the ANC’s next
president to replace comrade Jacob Zuma. Comrade
Cyril will have the responsibility to unite the ANC
and the lead the struggle for the realization of
radical economic transformation.

As COSATU we are clear about what should
constitute the content of radical economic
transformation. It includes the following:

We must state clearly what should be the content of
a second more radical phase of our transition.

The Economic Transformational Content of the
Second Transition

It must be based on the two economic clauses of
the Freedom Charter “which includes “the people
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shall share in the country’s wealth and the land
shall be shared among those who work it...These
clauses envisage the seizure of economic assets
presently owned or controlled by individual
capitalists or capitalist companies drawn
exclusively from the white minority or
transnational corporations” .The pillars of our
economic transformation programme should
remain Redistribution of Economic Power,
Resources and Income; Democratising Patterns of
Ownership and Control of the Economy; Meeting
Basic Needs; Industrial Development;
Environmental Sustainability and the
Development of the Southern African Region

The policies must revolve around breaking the
power of white monopoly capital, which
continues to own decisive industries such as
petro-chemicals, steel, finance, wholesale and
retail and the agricultural value-chain. Policies
must focus on improving access to quality and

affordable basic services such as education,
healthcare, housing and basic infrastructure by
working class communities, including rural areas.
There should be measures to reduce income
inequality through among other instruments,
progressive taxation and redistributive public
expenditure.

The democratic state “must, where necessary,
expropriate property in the public interest, or for
public purpose, in accordance with the constitution
to achieve equity, redress, social justice and
sustainable development” . The state must exercise
its popular mandate to implement the Freedom
Charter provisions. This must include transfering
the mines, banks and other monopoly industries
(e.g. forestry, petro-chemicals, steel, metals
fabrication) to the people as a whole.

It must increase state-ownership of the financial
system, including insurance companies, in order to
support social and economic development. In this
regard, the resolution to create a State Bank,
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operating on the same platform and scale as
current commercial banks is non-negotiable
(nationalisation). It must extend public ownership
in critical sectors (e.g. pharmaceuticals, capital
goods and equipment, cement, construction). It
must ensure that the land is shared among those
who work it and the state must ensure that it has
power to allocate its use on a lease basis.

The state must consciously promote co-operatives
(e.g. in clothing and textiles, agricultural value-
chain, etc.) and ensure that working class power is
promoted in the economy; Support SMME’s and
the private sector, where these are not in conflict
with the overall strategy of economic development;
Put limits on foreign ownership across all sectors,
with specific limits determined on a case-by-case
basis, cognizant of the foreign exchange
implications.

The state must pursue a strategy to build and

broaden industrial linkages in line with the RDP
proposals. In this regard, industrial strategy must
identify strategic and critical value-chains that
should constitute a cohesive domestic economic
base.

This includes Beneficiation of minerals and raw
agricultural products; Using broad-based
infrastructure development as a crucial link to
support industrial development and social
upliftment ; Directing the inputs that are produced
by monopoly industries, e.g. petro-chemicals
(SASOL) and steel (Arcelor-Mittal), towards
supporting domestic downstream industries;
Promoting local procurement by putting in place a
system of incentives and disincentives;
Implementing a developmental trade policy, e.g. tax
on selected exports and in some instances export
bans, tariff adjustment to protect local industries
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and imposition of import duties; Improve access
to finance to targeted sectors and linking this to
developmental goals; Building strong links
between agriculture and manufacturing, also as
part of a strategy for rural development; Provide
an appropriate fiscal and monetary policy
framework to support industrial development.

The central role of SOE’s and DFI’s needs to be
elevated and be located within the context of
building an interventionist, revolutionary-
democratic, developmental state. There is also a
need for proper and specified attention to be paid
to the challenges facing particular types of SOEs
and DFIs such as those that are business
enterprises competing with the private sector like
SAA or Telkom and others that are monopolies in
their sectors such as Eskom, Water Boards, etc.
especially those whose mandate is related to the
delivery of public services.

State Owned Enterprises should not be made milk
cows of the parasitic bourgeoisie. We are seek
and tired of stories of corruption, we are calling
for law enforcement agencies to arrest the
culprits and they must get long sentences.

We want to see SOEs focusing more on strategic
tasks that will add value in the construction of a
developmental state. This includes focusing on
playing a leading role in offering scholarships and
internships to young people from tertiary
institutions, especially from the FET sector. The
state in general, must open the doors of learning
in tertiary institutions, and provide the critical
transition link between tertiary education and
private-sector employment. The state must make
the FET sector a sector of choice for school-
leavers, through resourcing and employing
graduates from the sector.

It includes increasing the labour-intensity of their
budget expenditure and contribute towards
overall labour-intensity of the economy; Providing
decent work, eliminating outsourcing, the use of

labour brokers and precarious work; Procuring
inputs from local industries, in support of IPAP 2;
If they procure from foreign firms, they must put
in a provision for skills and technology transfer to
local firms; Playing a leading role in revitalization
of rural economies through

economic and social infrastructure provision;
Leading in skills development through bursary
schemes, partnerships with relevant institutions,
targeting those located in rural areas and former
Bantustans; Supporting research and
development of new technologies to promote
cost-effective ways of producing and to benefit
downstream industries; Eliminating the profit
motive from the delivery of infrastructure, by
directly delivering infrastructure, basic goods and
services to the economy and communities—this
means building internal skills; Producing strategic
inputs for industries: water, electricity, steel and
other metals, cement and chemicals

But comrades, the truth of the matter is that
there will be no radical economic transformation
which will benefit the working class if the SACP
and COSATU are not united and coherently
mobilising the people to define it in their own
terms. We must stop complaining now and
provide leadership. The working class will not
wait for us instead will accept leadership from
anyone including right wing demagogues. The
SACP and COSATU must step forward and provide
leadership on radical economic transformation,
not just by saying what we do not want but also
by openly articulating what we want.

Amandla!!!
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OR Tambo ones said: "A nation that does not take
care of its youth has no future and does not
deserve one". In celebrating the 95th Anniversary
of the YCLSA, we remember and reflect on the life
and times of O.R. Tambo, as well as the Great
Bolshevik Revolution.

Preceding the Great October Bolshevik revolution
of 1917, which we are celebrating its centenary
this year, communist parties were formed in most
European countries and the Communist
International (Com Inten) was established in 1919,
to which both International Social League and later
the CPSA affiliated parties were considered to be
constituent elements of the Com Inten and obliged
to accept the 21 basic principles on which Com
Inten was founded.
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Most of the YCL’s established at this time were
modelled on the All-Union Leninist Communist
League of Youth, better known as the Komsomol.
Preceding the 1917 Revolution was the launch of
Komsomol (All-Union Leninist Young Communist
League in 1918) by the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union. The Komsomol was created as a way
to properly raise and mould the youth of Russia to
perfect, ideal Soviet citizens.

Let us borrow from Larry King who said “I remind
myself every morning that nothing I say this day will
teach me anything. So if I’m going to learn, I must
do it by listening.” O.R Tambo was a good listener.
Let’s also learn a habit of listening through this
significant month in the history of youth struggles in
the country. The first major declaration of ideals



for the Komsomol came fittingly enough from Lenin’s
speech to a Soviet Congress held on the second of
October, 1920 who realize that knowledge gained
through books alone was not enough.

Lenin believed that if youths were raised only
knowing slogans and propaganda, they would
develop a level on naïve enthusiasm that could be
easily corrupted and extremely detrimental to the
communist movement. Therefore, he declared that
the duty of every member of the Komsomol was to
learn, learn and learn.

The YCL regarded May 25, 1922 as the date of its
official foundation, but there is evidence of young
Communist activity in Johannesburg and Cape Town
in 1921.

In 1941 a group of scholars in Johannesburg
approached the headquarters of the Communist
Party of South Africa in Johannesburg with a request
to join the Party but were advised to consider
forming a Young Communist League instead. This
they proceeded to do, but it took some while to
make the necessary arrangements and contacts, and
it was not until 1942 that the YCL was launched. The
date of the launch is uncertain, but a copy of a letter
from Ruth First as Secretary addressed to “dear
friend” (in other words sent to a wider circle than
YCL or Party members) stated; “To celebrate the first
anniversary of the Young Communist League, we are
presenting a Mass Youth Rally at the Ghandi Hall on
Saturday 18th, 1943”.

The relaunch of the YCL goes back to the first legal
Congress of the Party after it was unbanned in 1990:
at the 1991 Congress, there was extensive debate on
how the Party must organise and mobilise young
people. This debate continued in the 1995 and 1998
Congress and it culminated in the 2002 Congress
Resolution for the re-establishment of the YCL. In
2002, the 11th Congress of the SACP took a
resolution to re-establish the Young Communist
League of South Africa. It was relaunched in
December 2003 after 53 years. The Young
Communist League of South Africa (YCLSA), banned

in 1950, was relaunched at its Re-establishment
Congress at the newly renamed Vaal University of
Technology (which served the needs of the
apartheid economy) in Vanderbijlpark, one of the
traditional strongholds of apartheid, attended by at
least 500 delegates. When the South African
Communist Party (SACP) was reconstituted
underground in 1953, the YCL was never
reconstituted. The YCL Re-Establishment Congress
therefore made history by relaunching the YCL
exactly in the year we are commemorating 50
years of the reconstitution of our Party
underground in 1953.

Oliver Tambo, who would have been celebrating his
100th birthday this year, was a man passionate
with education and his achievements would be
miraculous in the South Africa of today, let alone
during the apartheid regime. His birthday coincide
with the Greatest Bolshevik Revolution led by
Vladimir Lenin and the working class and the poor
in defeating the Tsarist absolute monarch regime in
Russia. What is more, many forget that Oliver
Tambo was a teacher and spent 10 years teaching
science at mathematics at his old school, St Peter's
Secondary School in Rosettenville, Johannesburg.
He is today highly renowned throughout the world
as a man of much fortitude, unquestionable morals
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and incredible perseveranceHe is today highly
renowned throughout the world as a man of much
fortitude, unquestionable morals and incredible
perseverance. Oliver Reginald Kaizana Tambo was
born in Mpondoland (eQawukeni), Eastern Cape, on
27 October 1917. His father was an assistant
salesperson at a local trading store who was a
traditionalist but also saw the importance of Western
education.

Oliver excelled at school from the very beginning but
due to a lack of funds he was forced to repeat
Standard Six (Grade Eight) twice in spite of passing at
his first attempt. In 1934 he set out for St Peter's
Secondary School in Rosettenville, Johannesburg with
the assistance of Miss Tidmarsh his former teacher. In
November 1936, he wrote his Junior Certificate (JC)
examination, alongside black and white students in
the Transvaal. For the first time in history, two African
students, one being Tambo, excelled in the JC
examination with a first class pass. The Transkei

Bhunga (Assembly of Chiefs) awarded him a five-
year scholarship of £30pa and the University of
South Africa also awarded him a two-year
scholarship of £20. He then sat for the
matriculation examinations in December 1938, in
which he also achieved a first class pass. Ideally, he
had wanted to study medicine but at the time no
university would accept black students. Oliver
decided to study science. There was an imbalance,
he decided, in the black professions there were too
many B.A. candidates. Three years later, Oliver
Tambo graduated with a B.Sc. degree in physics
and maths. The following year he enrolled for a
diploma in higher education but before his last
year at Fort Hare was through, he was expelled for
organising a student protest on a point of principle.
He then left the university and went home to
Kantolo, planning to look for a job - any job, for he
had the younger members of the homestead to
support.
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But the news of his expulsion reached his old
school, St Peter's. They immediately offered him a
post as Maths teacher. In the early 1940`s, a group
of young members of the ANC became concerned
with the lack of militancy and mass character of
the liberation movement. Most of these young
people were teachers, lawyers and students,
including notables such as Anton Lembede, Walter
Sisulu, Oliver Tambo, Nelson Mandela, Ashby Mda,
Duma Nokwe, James Njongweni, Dan Tloome, Ida
Mtwa, Lillian Ngoye, William Nkomo and B.
Masekela.

These young ANC members soon started
canvassing the idea of forming a youth league of
the ANC. This idea was widely canvassed and at
the 1942 Annual Conference a resolution was
passed calling for the formation of the ANC Youth
League; this was re-affirmed at the 1943 annual

conference and the National Executive was
mandated to facilitate the formation of both the
Youth and Women`s Leagues. Over ten years as a
teacher, Tambo made an enduring impact on his
students at St Peters. Dozens of his students
remembered his distinctive, interactive and
encouraging style of teaching, using methods,
which were well ahead of their time. O.R.
inspired many to take up teaching too.

John Githongo says “Africans are the most
subservient people on earth when faced with

force, intimidation and power”. The formation of
the youth league by the likes of OR Tambo
changed the lack of militancy and mass character
of the ANC in 1941, from a leadership style which
petitioned the British monarch and apartheid
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government to a direct confrontation through
mobilization of youth, and taking arms against the
unjust rule of colonialism and apartheid.

After hours, he introduced the concepts of the
Youth League to his senior students. Some of them
went on to join the movement and become
prominent comrades. Amongst them were Andrew
Mlangeni, Henry Makoti, Duma Nokwe, Joe
Matthews, Vella Pillay and a number of others. But
in 1953, after Tambo had taught maths at St Peters
for a decade, a career shift into the practice of law
saw Mandela and Tambo become the first, and at
that time the only, black African law firm in South
Africa. Tambo had by then completed his law
qualifications through UNISA, and had served
articles to become an attorney. As partners,
Mandela and Tambo fought in the courts for
equality for all South Africans, a goal that was to
elude them for a further 40 years.

“Youth gives it all it can, it gives without reserves”
by Josemeria Escriva”. O.R Tambo giving it all since
the formation of the ANCYL in 1941 without
expecting anything in return. Youth of today must
also give it all without reserves by emulating OR
Tambo with his highly renowned much fortitude,
unquestionable morals and incredible perseverance.

Oliver Tambo fought fiercely against the evils of the
apartheid system and its many injustices and did
this through educating young people. in the advent
of democracy, young people must now take up the
fight against inequality, poverty and unemployment.
The power of his ideas led to Oliver Tambo saw him
being forced into exile. In exile for a full 30 years,
Tambo suffered from a well-recorded period of
homesickness, missing the great expanses of home
as he travelled the world explaining the injustices
faced by black South Africans to the world.
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In April 1993, after only three years back in the
country and only a year before South Africa saw all
its people streaming to the polls for the first time,
Oliver Tambo succumbed to a stroke. Nelson
Mandela writes of his passing:

[Plato] the philosopher classifies men into groups
of gold, silver and lead. Oliver Tambo was pure
gold; there was gold in his intellectual brilliance,
gold in his warmth and humanity, gold in his
tolerance and generosity, gold in his unfailing
loyalty and self-sacrifice.

Oliver Tambo never gave up on his dream of an
equal South Africa and spent the majority of his life
in service of his country. He understood the value
education had to himself and others in achieving

this dream and, throughout his life, became
emblematic of the impact one outstanding mind can
have on the plight of an entire population.

Amandla!!!
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Cde. Johnny Seleke: YCLSA Braam Fischer District
Secretary

The Braam Fischer District is composed of 15
Branches which are in the main rural in nature. The
municipality with these 15 wards is called Joe
Morolong formerly known as Moshaweng Local
Municipality with an average small area spreading
over about 9477.4560 square kilometres. It is
located within John Taolo Gaetsewe District
Municipality. The area is mostly rural with about
60% of it compromising virgin land surface. The
total population of the area is less than 100 000
with only 58% of it being economically active. In
the election of 3 August 2016 the African National
Congress (ANC) won a majority of twenty-one seats

on the council. This work was re-enforced by the
YCLSA in the District. The majority of the people in
the Joe Morolong area are farm workers and most
of its residents make use of communal areas for
small scale farming.

The District has achieved milestone objectives in
the quest of our organisation to better the lives and
mobilise farm & rural communities in conjunction
with government, as well as progressive Non-
Governmental Organisation to address
unemployment, poverty and inequality to people
staying on rural areas and the farms. It expresses
the specific tasks undertaken to implement
programmes that seek to create a transformed rural
communities for sustainable development.

One of the pressing challenges facing our country
and people domiciled around farms and rural areas
is high level of illiteracy and unemployment. As part
of socio-economic & rural development strategy,
Agriculture has been identified as one of the
sectors that can create jobs particularly for many of
the unskilled people in the rural communities. It
was against this background that programmes and
activities of the YCLSA in the District have to focus
on.

Rural communities and farm workers are the lowest
paid in the labour market, with many being forced
to accept slave wages of as little as R100. The “tot”-
system still applies in many farms across the
Western Cape province.

In addition, farm workers and rural communities
are still faced with the following:

• High rates of casual and seasonal labour mean
that there is little income and job security;

• Long working hours – with many workers working
for 12 hours a day;

• High cases of Blatant physical abuse and assaults
of farm workers by farmers;

• In cases of abuse, farm workers receive little
assistance from courts and police, who often
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collude with farmers and vigilante groups to
suppress evidence and investigations

• Child labour is a common practice in many farms
especially in the Limpopo and Mpumalanga
provinces;

• Farmers still illegally evict farm workers and
labour tenants often with the assistance of the
police and magistrates; and

• Farmers actively prevent the unionisation of farm
workers by denying union organisers access to
farms and victimise workers who decided to join
trade unions.

The dependence of farm workers on farmers for
employment, accommodation, transport and other
basic services makes it difficult for farm dwellers to
challenge abuses and unfair working and living
conditions. The extreme power imbalance between

farmers and farm workers is an expression of the
over-bearing influence that white agricultural capital
has on land and agrarian reform.

In fighting the exploitation of farm workers and rural
communities, the District of the YCLSA focused on
transforming and developing the lives of the people
in its District through the following initiatives:

Cooperative Development

Formation of cooperatives in our district have not
being an easy task from us. However, plethora of
information sessions with regard to formation of
cooperative in all sectors have been convened in the
numbers of villages across the district. We brought
together government entities like the NYDA, Social
Development, Department of Agriculture, Land
Reform & Rural Development etc. and the YCLSA
District assisted them with application and
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registration with Companies & Intellectual Property
Commission.

Financial Support

The smallholder farmers have been taking
advantages of the opportunities that provided by
DALRRD. Numbers of smallholder’s farmers were
assisted through program called Emergent Red
Meat Producers Organisation (NERPO) for livestock
loan. Other rural communities were assisted with
conditional grants and comprehensive Agricultural
Support Programme with Illima-Letsema being
amongst the key programmes to provide requisite
support smallholder and black farmers for
production, marketing of produce including value
chain activities.

Many women and young ladies benefited from
Learners & Drivers Licence program of Mme Re
Kathusa.

Through the YCLSA initiative in the District, every 
year Mme Re Ka Thusa Trust identify ± 20 women to 
participate in the project. Those in possession of 
learners licence are assisted to obtain drivers licence 
and those that fortunately get through the project 
without learners licence are taken through to class 
to be theoretically trained until they obtain they 
learners licence.

Farm Workers

Farm workers in the district are benefiting from the 
ongoing advocacy sessions for which the information 
sessions are being held in number of rural areas, 
farms and communal farms. Farm workers are 
educated about their rights, the services they can 
access from government, the importance of 
registering with Department of Labour as workers as 
well as educating them about farm worker wage 
Sectoral Determination. Among others, farm workers 
are organized into the farm workers union of FAWU. 
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Cde. Nkosana Dolopi: The DGS of SADTU

Congratulations on a very successful 14th National
Congress , we happy you come out of the congress
bigger , stronger , coherent and more united.

We are here to deliver a message of solidarity to
the SACP on your 96 Anniversary, that is not just
our Alliance partner by our own organization as the
working people.

In summary this is our own Anniversary because
the SACP is our own vanguard.

The late ANC president comrade Oliver Tambo
would say : " When we speak of each other “we
speak of and to our own”.

Each one of us is a mirror which reflects each
other’s strengths and weaknesses.

Our relationship with the Party is so integral and
organic that the victories of the Party over the 96
years of your existence are our victories too; the
Party's heroes are our heroes too, attacks against
the Party have always meant an attack on us too!

The 96 Annivesary of the party takes place during a
month referred to as the women's month , let us
celebrate our women by reminding us of what Rosa
Luxembourg said :" “The current mass struggle for
women’s political rights is only an expression and a
part of the proletariat’s general struggle for
liberation.”

Alexandra Kollontai wrote a pamphlet called “The
Social Basis of the Woman Question”. In it, among
other things, she said: “The working woman is first
and foremost a member of the working class.”

This 96 Annivesary of the SACP takes place against
the backdrop of a global capitalist crisis that started
in 2008 and has persisted for almost a decade now;
it is obviously clear that the system of capitalism is
struggling to reinvent itself.

Unemployment is up, wages are severely
depressed, and the inequality has grown.

The SACP’s role at this stage of our revolution
therefore cannot be overstated because we need
its scientific social analysis and ideological clarity
and grounding, to help us map a way forward and
give answers to the biggest questions facing our
revolution.

This Anniversary also takes place amidst the
emergence of a parasitic bourgeoisie patronage
network that seeks to entrench itself within key
sectors of the state and particularly within strategic
state-owned corporations.

The Anniversary takes place at time at which the
Alliance is sick and dysfunctional and at a time
when COSATU and the party are marginalized.

Comrade chairperson, as you meet here today,
workers in almost all sectors of the economy are
facing retrenchments, through restructuring of
industries, outsourcing and for many reasons .

Our first point of entry in defends of the ANC , the
alliance and Revolution is to call for president Zuma
to resign.

President Zuma remains the greatest electoral
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asset for the opposition parties and the greatest
liability and source of division of the ANC and the
alliance .

President Zuma remains the best source to
mobilize the opposition in our country against us
and our revolution .

We will continue making the calling for the
resignation and or for the recall of President Zuma
by the NEC of the ANC .

It is the ANC itself that said that in prima facie
cases, just a perception, incumbents must step
down from their positions of leadership until their
matter is finalized and this is not happening.

There is evidence against Deputy Minister Of
Higher Education for beating a women , and many
other Ministers, others true the leaked Gupta
emails , we calling on them to honour resolutions
of the ANC and step down.

Faith Muthambi used tax payers money to fly and
accommodate her friends and family. This is total
disrespect of the people of South Africa.

The Congress of South African Trade Unions has
noted with concern calls coming from some within
the ANC for a witchhunt to be waged against those
Members of Parliament (MPs) that defied the party
line and voted with opposition parties during the
No Confidence vote on President Jacob Zuma a few
days ago.

We denounce this myopic view and obsolete
bravado as a futile endeavour that will only weaken
the ANC further. Looking for people who dissented
during a secret ballot is like looking for a black cat
in a dark room.

It will only lead to MCcarthysim, where scores are
settled based on innuendo, lies and baseless
information.

This points to a frightening emergence of a populist
demagoguery within the ranks of our movement.

The ANC has a mammoth task of uniting itself, the
Alliance and the broader range of popular
formations.

Purging dissenters within its ranks will see the
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ANC falling into the trap of divide and rule that
served the apartheid regime so well for so long.

Our revolution is now faced with the growing
threats that undermine our ability to not only unite
but also mobilise the masses and the black
majority in particular.

The strategic task of regaining the unity of our
people will not be achieved by an organisation that
has lost its vocation for greatness. The ANC should
remember that all winning streaks come to an end
and that the masses are running out of patience.

People want to see the implementation of a more
radical economic transformation that will help
overcome the systematic features of growing
unemployment, obscene inequality and mass
poverty.

COSATU rejects the call for early election by the DA
stating that our democracy stipulate the term of
office and the DA dream of being a government of
the future is just a dream and they should learn to
wait.

Comrades, there are those who have accused the
federation of contesting the content of the radical
second phase on personalities and not on its class
content.

This is simply not true! We have come out openly
on our support for Cde Cyril Ramaphosa because
we believe that the orientation of the leadership
collective that would

emerge from the 54th Conference of the ANC
would have a bearing on the content of the second
phase.

We call on workers to going to BGM's and defend
our movement and Revolution . Support the
leadership collective led by Deputy President
Ramaphosa.

These two organisations should work together on
many Socio Economic campaigns that were
adopted by the COSATU Central Committee and
that will be hopefully supported by this congress.

These include the following:

• Job losses and Independent Power Producers
(IPPs)

• Targeting of Casual workers and Labour Brokers

• State Capture and Corruption - let us get to the
streets , let us remove counter revolution from the
streets of our country.

• Campaign against E-Tolls

• National Health Insurance

• HIV and AIDS

• Climate Change

• Recruitment of farm workers and Domestic
workers

• We shall also campaign for the transformation of
Treasury including Wealth Tax.

Happy Anniversary , Mayikhule iParty
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Cde. Robbie Tsikwe: The DSG of SANCO

We are honoured on behalf of the vanguard of our
communities, the South African National Civic
Organisation (SANCO) to address this historic
gathering of revolutionaries of our reliable partner,
the South African Communist Party(SACP), the
party of Moses Kotane, JB Marks, Moses Mabhiha,
Chris Hani, Harry Gwala and Joe Slovo, Dorah
Tamana and Ruth First. The instructive and seminal
assertion by Vladimir Lenin that, “Despair is typical
of those who do not understand the causes of evil,
see no way out, and are incapable of struggle,”
must be uppermost in our minds as we celebrate the
96th anniversary of the formation of the SACP.

This historic milestone offers us an opportunity to
celebrate the contribution of the vanguard of the
working class and the poor in the struggle against
imperialism, fascism, apartheid racism, land
dispossession and exploitation that has systematically
subjugated and stripped the masses of our people of
their dignity and robbed them of human rights in the
land of their birth.

It also offers us an opportunity to evaluate whether we

are still on course and whether the masses of our
people still believe we are still relevant to advance
the National Democratic Revolution in pursuit of
their aspirations and quest for meaningful freedom
for all and not just for the politically connected, their
friends and the families.

The extent to which we have veered away from the
course must determine the urgency with which we
need to realign the revolutionary alliance and
reposition it a weapon of struggle that the masses of
our people and our communities have confidence in.

As SANCO we are convinced that principled unity is
of paramount importance if we are to address the
challenges confronting us as the revolutionary
alliance.

This is not the moment for us to paper over the
cracks or to choose denialism and arrogance but to
deal decisively with factionalism, greed and
corruption which are eroding public confidence in
our ability to lead society.

This is the moment for us to deal decisively with
allegations of state capture because our collective
failure to act against self-interest that has
manifested in looting of unmeasurable proportions is
going to reverse the gain of our freedom and
democracy.

Greed and self-interest have sown divisions and
factionalism that is threatening the unity of the
revolutionary alliance led by the African National
Congress(ANC).

The question that the SACP and all of us must
answer is whether our people are still the motive
forces and the reason we are pursuing the NDR or
whether there are new loyalties that supersede the
masses of our people.

In this regard, we as SANCO wish to reiterate that
our first loyalty is towards our communities. Our
people are the very reason why we exist. We will
choose them and the side on which they are if we
have to make a choice.

Any inclination away from the masses and deviation
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from the commitment to serve them with
unshakable conviction and accountability threatens
the social contract between them and the
democratic government.

We wish therefore to call for an alliance political
council that will determine whether there is a
political will to get to the bottom of the state
capture investigation because the delay in taking
the probe to its logical conclusion is doing
irreparable damage to the image of the ANC and
dividing the alliance.

In this regard, we will as a way out propose to the
council that those fingered in the state capture
allegations and Gupta Leaks should not be
nominated to any leadership positions until they
have been cleared of any wrong doing. Though we
are together with the masses of our people at a

crossroad, now is the time for the revolutionary
alliance to save the ANC from self-destruction and
implosion.

We call on alliance partners to unite for the sake of
the working class and the poor who are burdened by
poverty, unemployment and inequality because if
the ANC losses power in the forthcoming the 2019
general elections, the strides made and the gains of
our freedom and democracy will be reversed.

We appeal on the SACP to position itself for what is
undoubtedly its greatest historic mission and
challenge i.e. to unite the ANC and reposition itself
to play a strategic role in a reconfigured alliance.

This will not be achieved through empty political
rhetoric and slogans shouted from rooftops and high
pedestals but through unity and decisive action that
will inspire the confidence of the masses of our
people.
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This phase of our struggle calls on us as alliance
partners to redouble our efforts to put the National
Development Plan back on the national discourse
in order to quicken the pace of delivery and
address grinding poverty, unemployment and
inequality.

Our national project to reverse the legacy of
deprivation and homelessness has been
compromised by greed and corruption.
Factionalism has over the past few years become a
dominant force that seeks to perpetuate
exploitation and an extraction economy.

The need for self-correction and organisational
renewal has never been as pressing and urgent
because the ground is shifting.

Unless drastic action is taken to stamp the tide of
corruption and reassure the masses of our people
that we have not sold our souls to the highest
bidder, we will cease to remain relevant and be
counted among those who betrayed the sacrifices,

hope and aspirations of the landless and the
historically marginalised poor.

We need to reverse this current trajectory and
consolidate the gains of our freedom and democracy
we have won for our people.

We need to unite the Alliance more than ever
before, strengthening it, and broadening its sphere
of influence, so as to win back and gain the
confidence and trust of our people as a means to
isolate the neo liberal agenda embraced and
advanced by the DA-EFF coalition.

In conclusion, we appreciate of the role the SACP has
played in shaping our non-racialism project and
influencing our internationalist outlook to politics
and contribution towards building a non-racial, non-
sexist, united and democratic South Africa that is
striving for tolerance, peaceful coexistence within
our communities, a united Africa and for a better
world.

Forward to Socialism Forward!!!
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Announcements  

Let your voice be heard write to the editorial team at
yclsa.nc@gmail.com!

Please send your letters/views/comments to the editorial
team, we want to publish your inputs in the next edition of
the Red Voice

Banking Details: Let us fund our Revolution!

YCLSA FNB 62210860038 - Cheque Acc.
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Northern Cape 

Provincial Office

053 831 4180

yclsa.nc@gmail.com

17 Graham Street

Kimberley

8301
District Contact Details:

Parks Leburu District

District Secretary – Petrus Letselebe: 073 662 7454 / 
diceletselebe@yahoo.com

Joe Slovo District

District Secretary – Andile Fatyela: / 
empirefatyela@gmail.com

Braam Fisher District

District Secretary - Jonny Seleke: / 
jjohnyseleke@gmail.com

Dora Tamana District

District Secretary – Ken Shapumba: / 
kshapumba@gmail.com

Basil February District

District Secretary - Darren Engelbrecht: 082 560 8855 / 
darrenengelbrecht@gmail.com

Editorial Team:

Lebogang Moremedi     

Northern Cape Provincial 
Secretary of the YCLSA

Patrick Bosiame:   

Northern Provincial Chair 
of the YCLSA
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• Ruth First Month 

• The Red October Campaign
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