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Editor’s Voice

Provincial Secretary of the YCLSA in the NC: Cde.
Lebogang Moremedi

Discussing political developments, both in the
Province and Nationally, with activists,
revolutionaries and the general reading public
(rather than a book group or students) is a powerful

experience. One has observed over time, as authors
of pieces to the Red Voice (RV) – marvel as
passionate activists and writers dissects their work
and develop theoretical pieces, readers asks
thoughtful questions about the pieces and the

writing life. Marking these 14th issue of the Red
Voice are some of the programmes ranging from the
Joe Slovo Memorial, Commemoration of Human
Rights Day, in particular intensifying the
International Apartheid Week’s programme and

Sanitary Towels Campaign. The content is also highly
political as we bring to the readers of the Red Voice
few papers having to do with, a historical centenary
centenary celebrations of the Bolschevik Revolution;
Education being a societal matter that must be

tackled by revolutionaries, as well as issues affecting
young woman at school such as teenage pregnancy
and their drop out. In this issue, we are delighted to
bring you the analysis of YCLSA on Stats SA
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results on teenage pregnancy and school drop-out
in the Northern Cape. Each quarter, we provide you
with historical and political pieces on local,
National and/or international developments. You
will continue to find all of these in the RV as usual

We are always delighted to be issuing RV on a
quarterly basis to demonstrate the work that the
YCLSA in the Northern Cape is doing on a daily
basis. In our endeavour to cover thoughtful pieces
and work of the YCLSA, we only highlight few key
programmes and pieces.

Of course, we believe you’ll find lots to enjoy in this
issue, within the website of the Party and YCLSA,
you can find more pieces that are challenging
ideologically.

And now, if you will like to submit pictures your

work with brief notes! Great!

After all, you never know when a story or a poem is
going to “catch the heart and mind off guard, and
blow them open.” That’s the RV again. Drop
everything and get to read this edition.



Delivered by the Northern Cape Provincial
Secretary of the SACP: Cde. Norman Shushu

Lenin 1905 - “Undoubtedly, this coming revolution
can only be a proletarian revolution, and in an even
more profound sense of the word: a proletarian,
socialist revolution also in its content. This coming
revolution will show to an even greater degree, on
the one hand, that only stern battles, only civil wars,
can free humanity from the yoke of capital, and, on
the other hand, that only class-conscious
proletarians can and will give leadership to the vast
majority of the exploited”.

This year the working class will be celebrating 100
years of the Great Bolshevik Revolution of 1917. This
revolution was very significant because for the first
time in history, the working class took power in
Russia. The October Proletarian Revolution is one of
the greatest events in human history. The working
class overthrow the old regime and began with the

task of socialist transformation.

The decisive factor in this Revolutions is of cause
the leadership role of a Marxist Party – i.e. Lenin
Bolshevik Party. This is a Party that was built with a
lot of effort mostly under hard conditions of
repression and from the underground.

The Bolsheviks grew from a very small number to
lead a population of about 150 million people. The
Bolsheviks Party showed what needed to be done
to successfully carry out a workers Revolution or a
Socialist Revolution.

The Great October Russian Revolution also showed
us that indeed an alternative better and more
human society is possible. The provision of free
health care, education and jobs and a 8 hour
working day are some of the pioneering socialist

programs and initiatives undertaken in the Soviet
Union.

How can we forget that it is the Soviet Union that
saved the world from the fascists Hitler’s axis of
evil. The Soviet Red Army defeated Nazism. So the
triumph of the Great October 1917 Revolution has
had a huge impact on the past century.

However, the collapse of the USSR was presented
by the defenders of capitalism as the equivalent of
the final victory of the “free market economy”
over “Communism”. In the early 1990’s it produced
a wave of euphoria amongst the bourgeoisie
intellectuals. They spoke of the end of socialism,
the end of communism and even the end of
history and ever since then we have witnessed an
unprecedented ideological offensive against the
ideas of Marxism and Leninism on a world scale.
This irrational exuberance knew no bounds. There
was enough noise and loud hailing to about the
failure of Marxism and Communism.

The then American President George Bush senior
triumphantly announced the creation of a “New
World Order” under the domination of US
imperialism. “The Soviet Union is no more”, wrote
Martin McCauley. “The great experiment has failed
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Marxism in practice has failed everywhere. There is no
Marxist economic model capable of competing with
capitalism.” (M. McCauley, The Soviet Union 1917-
1991, pp. XV and 378)”We Won!” exclaimed the
editorial of The Wall Street Journal. It was at this point
that Francis Fukuyama udder his notorious prediction:
“The period of post-history has arrived… liberal
democracy has triumphed, and mankind has reached
its highest wisdom. History has come to an end.” Neo
liberalism was on the ascension and intellectuals who
vacillate most of the time were quick to bury Marxism
as a dead philosophy and capitalism as a triumphallent
reality.

Today capitalism has entered into the most serious
crisis since the Great Depression. Millions are faced
with the future of unemployment, poverty, cuts and
austerity. Wars and conflicts ravage the entire globe,
the very future of which is placed in jeopardy by the
depredations wreaked by the uncontrolled market
economy. Now in the cold light of the day those
triumphalist proclamations sound ironic. The global
crisis of capitalism and it’s effects have falsified those
confident predictions. All the lavish promises ofmilk
and honey by the Western leaders that followed the
collapse of the Soviet Union have evaporated and
dissipated from the fall of the wall.

All the triumphalist pronouncements of the bourgeois
strategists have been proven wrong. History has
returned and reality has shown. The same Western
observers who exaggerated every defect of the Soviet
economy are now struggling desperately to explain the
manifest failure of the market capitalist economy. Now
there is only economic collapse, political instability,
uncertainty, wars and conflict. There is no more
euphoria about the triumphallent capitalist system.

The worldwide crisis of capitalism is giving rise to a
general questioning of the “market economy”. There is
a revival of interest in Marxist ideas now across the
world to the irritation of the bourgeoisie and capitalist
ideologies.

It is therefore incumbent upon us as Marxist and
Communists to ensure that we built

consciousness around the superiority of our
ideas. Because for the best part of three
generations, the apologists of capitalism vented
their spleen against the Soviet Union, they
shouted loudly that the communism has failed.
No effort or expense has been spared in the
attempt to criticise the October Revolution and
the socialist economy that ensued from it. In this
campaign, the blunders of Stalinism came in very
handy. The trick was to identify socialism and
communism with the bureaucratic totalitarian
regime which arose from the isolation of the
revolution in the backward country.

The hatred of the Soviet Union shared by all
those whose careers, salaries and profits derived
from the existing order based on rent, interest
and profit, is not hard to understand. It had
nothing to do with the totalitarian regime of
Stalin. The same “friends of democracy” had to
scruples about praising dictatorial regimes when
it suited their interests to do so. The “democratic”
British ruling class was quite happy to see Hitler
coming to power, as long as he put down the
German workers and directed his attentions to
the East.

Winston Churchill and other representatives of
the British ruling class expressed their fervent
admiration for Mussolini and Franco, right up to
1939. In the period after 1945, the Western
“democracies”, in the first instance the USA,
actively backed every monstrous dictatorship,
from Somoza to Pinochet, from the Argentine
junta to the Indonesian butcher Suharto who
climbed to power over the corpses as a million
people with the active support of the CIA. The
leaders of the Western democracies grovel before
the blood-soaked regime of Saudi Arabia that
tortures, murders, flogs and crucifies its own
citizens. The list of these barbarities is endless.
They had no qualms killing Patrice Lumumba to
replace him with the blood thirsty kleptocrat
Mobuto Seseseko to murder Thomas Sankara.
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From the standpoint of imperialism, such regimes
are perfectly acceptable, provided they based
themselves on private ownership of the land,
banks and big monopolies. Their implacable
hostility to the Soviet Union was not, then, based
on any love for freedom, but on naked class
interest. They hated the USSR, not for what was
bad in it, but precisely for what was positive and
progressive. They objected, not to Stalin’s
dictatorship (on contrary, the crimes of Stalinism
suited them very well as a convenient means of
tarnishing the image of socialism in the world).

What are the major achievements of the Red
October?

The revolutionary government established by the
October Revolution was neither totalitarian nor
bureaucratic, but the most democratic government
yet seen on earth. The October Revolution radically
abolished private ownership of the means of
production. For the first time in history, the
viability of a socialist economy was demonstrated,
not in theory but in practice. Over one-sixth of the
earth’s surface, in a gigantic, unprecedented
experiment, it was proved that it was possible to
run society without capitalists, landowners and
moneylenders.

Nowadays, it is fashionable to belittle the results
achieved, or even to deny them altogether. Yet the
slightest consideration of the facts lead us to a very
different conclusion. Despite all the problems,
deficiencies and Stalinism the history of capitalism
furnishes us in great abundance), the most
astonishing advances were achieved by the
socialised economy in the Soviet Union in what
was, historically speaking in a remarkably short
space of time.

The bourgeois wants to bury once and for all the
ideals of the October Revolution. Consequently,
the collapse of the USSR was the signal for an
avalanche of propaganda against the achievements
of the planned socialist economies of Russia and

Eastern Europe. This ideological offensive by the
strategists of Capital against “communism” was a
calculated attempt to deny the historical conquests
that ensued from the Revolution. Tor these
reactionaries ever since 1917 the Russian
Revolution was a historical aberration. For them,
there can only possibly be one form of society.
Capitalism in their eyes had always existed and
would continue to do so. Therefore, there could
never be any talk of gains from the socialist
economy. The Soviet statistics are said to be simply
exaggerations or falsehoods.

All the great advances in literacy, health, social
provision, were hidden by an avalanche of lies and
distortions aimed at obliterating the genuine
achievements of the past. All the shortcomings of
Soviet life – and there were many – have been
systematically blown out of all proportion and used
to “prove” that there is no alternative to capitalism.
Rather than advance, there was a decline, they now
say. Rather than progress, there was regression. “It
has been claimed that the USSR in the eighties was
as far behind the United States as was the Russian
Empire in 1913”, writes economic historian, Alec
Nove, who concludes that “statistical revisions have
had a political role in de-legitimising the Soviet
regime…”(Alec Nove, An Economist History of the
USSR, p.438)

The unprecedented advances of the Soviet Union
represent not only a historic achievement, but are,
above all, a glimpse of the enormous possibilities
inherent in a socialist economy, especially if it were
run on democratic lines. They stand out in complete
contrast to the crisis of the productive forces of
capitalism on a world scale today.

The October revolution of 1917 brought about the
greatest advance of the productive forces of any
country in history.

Before the revolution in czarist Russia was an
extremely backward, semi-feudal economy with a
predominantly illiterate population. Out of a total
population of 150 million people there were only
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approximately four million industrial workers. That
means it was far more backward than some African
countries today.

Under frightful conditions of economic, social and
cultural backwardness, the Revolutionary
government of workers’ democracy established by
Lenin began the titanic task of dragging Russia out
of backwardness on the basis of a socialist
economy. The results have unprecedented in
economic history. Within the space of two decades
Russia had established a powerful industrial base,
developed industry, science and technology and
abolished illiteracy. It achieved remarkable
advances in the field of health, culture and
education. This was at a time when the Western
world was in the grip of mass unemployment and
economic collapse during the Great Depression.

The viability of the new productive system was put
to a severe test in 1941-45, when the Soviet Union
was invaded by Nazi Germany with all the
combined resources of Europe at its disposal.
Despite the loss of 27 million lives, the USSR
succeeded in defeating Hitler, and went on, after
1945, to reconstruct its shattered economy in a
remarkably short space of time, transforming itself
into the world’s second power.

Such astonishing advances in a country must give
us the courage that our conviction is correct that
we must achieve socialism in our lifetime. In a
period of 50 years, the USSR increased its gross
domestic product nine times over. Despite the
terrible destruction of the Second World War, it
increased its GDP five times over from 1945 to
1979. In 1950, the GDP of the USSR was only 33
percent that of the USA. By 1979, it was already 58
percent. By the late 1970s, the Soviet Union was a
formidable industrial power, which in absolute
terms had already overtaken the rest of the world
in a whole series of sectors. The USSR was the
world’s second biggest industrial producer after
the USA and was the biggest producer of oil, steel,
cement, asbestos, tractors and many machine

tools. All this was achieved virtually without
unemployment or inflation. Unemployment like that
was unknown in the Soviet Union. In fact, it was
legally a crime. This was nothing like the cyclical
unemployment of capitalism which condemns
millions of our people to unemployment, abject
poverty and squalor.

The USSR had a balanced budget and even a small
surplus every year. It is interesting to note that not a
single Western government has succeeded in
achieving this result, just as they have not
succeeded in achieving full employment and zero
inflation, things which also existed in the Soviet
Union. The Western critics of the Soviet Union kept
very quiet about this, because it demonstrated the
possibilities of even a transitional economy, never
mind socialism.

From a backward, semi-feudal, mainly illiterate
country in 1917, the USSR became a modern,
developed economy, with a quarter of the worlds
scientists, a health and educational system equal or
superior to anything found in the West, able to
launch the first space satellite and put the first men
into space. In the 1980s, the USSR had more
scientist than the USA, Japan, Britain and Germany
combined. Only recently the West was compelled to
admit grudgingly that the Soviet space programme
was far in advance of Americas. The fact that the
West still has to use Russian Rockets to put men and
women into space is sufficient proof of this. Mark
Shuttleworth used the Russian Astronaut experts to
go space. So yes, it is worth celebrating 100 years of
this Great 2017 Red October Revolution. It is
incumbent upon all the structures of the Party to
make an objective assessment on how far we have
gone in implementing this Revolutionary Framework
with an understanding of the course that the
struggle for socialism against imperialist barbarism
is an international struggle. This understanding
therefore means that the working class across the
world must be mobilised to advance an
international Proletarian Revolution.
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Cde. Zola Sapetha

The Deputy General Secretary of NEHAWU

“The Fault Lies with us, not with Socialism” Joe
Slovo

Introduction

The late Cde. Joe Slovo, the General Secretary of
the South African Communist Party (SACP) in his
article, Has Socialism Failed?: makes the point as
quoted above simply because we have allowed the

fundamental distortions to emerge which cannot
be traced to the essential tenets of Marxist
revolutionary science. Hence, if we are looking for
culprits, we must look at ourselves and not at the
founders of Marxism.

Today, we recall his point for purpose of repeating
his sentiments that, if we are looking for culprits,
we must look at us as revolutionaries not at our
forebears of the revolution for these distortions
emerged about our revolution and fundamental

demands for social change. As revolutionaries, we
have allowed counter-revolutionaries and those
who oppressed us yesteryear to tell us about our
revolution and fundamental demands for the
liberation of South Africa.

In this regards, we caution the revolutionaries and
revolutionary movement not to repeat what Cde.
Slovo warned us against in 1989. We have allowed
counter-revolutionaries and opportunists to present
them as champions of our Freedom Charter. We
needed to expose the lies and misrepresentation of
our Freedom Charter as these demagogues and
opportunists through their statements in the public
domain alleges that the “People Charter” (Freedom
Charter) calls for Free Education for All. This is a
direct distortion of people’s demand captured in the
Freedom Charter as they claim to be champion of.

In exposing them, we wish to borrow the
remarkable and wise words by Almicar Cabral when
he said many years ago: “Hide nothing from the
masses of our people. Tell no lies. Expose lies
whenever they are told. Mask no difficulties,
mistakes, failures. Claim no easy victories”. Unlike
them, we know the Freedom Charter in particular
the clause on – The Door of Learning and Culture
Shall be Opened! as saying that “Education shall be
free, compulsory, universal and equal for all
children: Higher education and technical training
shall be opened to all by means of state allowances
and scholarships awarded on the basis of merit”.
Indeed, the lies spread across about our Freedom
Charter are direct distortions hence we argue that it
is only revolutionaries can represent and defend the
people’s charter from distortions.

Without distorting the Freedom Charter, the South
African Student Congress (SASCO) has in the last 24
years been consistent in its call for free quality
education for all because it believed that firstly, the
commoditisation and commercialisation of
education is a biggest challenge in higher education
and society in general. Secondly, many of our
people, largely from the poor and the working class
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backgrounds, are denied access to higher education
simply because they do not have monetary means
to buy education.

In its campaign for free quality education, SASCO
noted the 1942 ANC Africa’s Claim document
adopted by the National Conference on the 16th
December 1942 which unambiously states that “the
state has a duty to provide education to the ‘Africa
Child’: the education of the African is a matter of
national importance requiring state effort for its
realisation and the right of the African child to
education, like children of other sections, must be
recognised as a state duty and responsibility”. It
further noted the historic 52nd ANC National
Conference held in Polokwane, 2007 which resolved
amongst others on Resolution 44 that the ANC will
“progressively introduce free education for the poor
until under graduate level” including Resolution 46
which places more emphasis that: “Education must
be prioritised as one of the most important
programme in the next five years” (SASCO
Statement, 29 April 2012 titled SASCO demands free
quality education for all, said so).

Indeed, revolutionaries and progressive forces
under the auspices of the Alliance and Mass
Democratic Movement (MDM) should defend the
Freedom Charter and SASCO Free Quality Education
campaign against these dark forces and
demagogues by providing leadership in the society.

Recent Student Uprising Hidden Agendas

Our starting point is that the call for free education
is a principled and fundamental one which remains
critical and relevant as we venture into a radical
second phase of our transition as adopted by the
53rd ANC National Conference in Mangaung, 2012.
The Alliance and structures of the Mass Democratic
Movement must unconditionally support this long-
term strategy of the South African Student Congress
(SASCO) and Progressive Youth Alliance as our
reliable revolutionary allies for the total
transformation of education system.

Unlike the 1976 and 1980s students’ uprisings, the
recent students uprising of 2015/16 though pursuit
through a genuine and fundamental campaign for
radical transformation, underneath were by hidden
agendas. Revolutionaries are not naïve people
hence they should remain vigilant in order to
analysis these hidden agendas under #feesmustfall
campaign as driven by dark forces combined with
parasitic opportunists. Underneath these agendas is
an agenda attempting to purport the ANC led
government as unfit to rule and govern South Africa
society hence their programme to overthrown the
legitimate government featured in the process. This
agenda is driven by opposition parties supported by
bourgeoisie media and western imperialism.
Unfortunately, the internal factional battles in the
movement have also either consciously or
unconsciously added into these hidden agendas
characterising the uprising in the sector.

Indeed, these factional battles and growing distance
from the people have place the revolution on the
crossroads and gradually eroded our high moral
ground as it is weakening the political capacity of
the movement and its leadership. Furthermore, this
declining prestige and moral high ground historically
enjoyed by our movement is undermining the ANC
as a leader of the society.

These dark forces have taken an advantage of our
weakness of the revolutionary movement and the
revolution itself through 2016/16 students uprising

disguised under the campaign for free education
campaign. Though sectorally, we managed to
defend the base and close ranks but we needed to
expose these agendas as they are, so that as
revolutionaries, we learn lessons from the

experiences of the recent incidents in the higher
education sector.

As we characterised the students’ uprising, we need
to make this important ideological point which gave
rise to the uprising that this is a capitalist crisis not a
mere self-made crisis. This is a systematic crisis of
capitalism mirrored itself through these institutions
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of higher learning. Earlier on, we said that
education is not ideological neutral as it represents
the interests of the ruling class. It is at this point
that we call upon revolutionaries not only to be
vigilant but also to apply the basic tools of analysis
in order to help them and the society to understand
the crises better. This will enable us to realise that
we must act together as one unit in driving a
political programme as an integral part of
responding to the crises. If this is a shared
perspective, we therefore urge revolutionaries to
expose the crises as it is not as we think it is in
order to intensify class consciousness amongst the
working class so that it mobilizes itself for the
interest of its class, as education is a societal issue
that is contested and terrain of struggle.

Secondly, it is important to expose the agenda of
regime change linked to the demand of students as
it enjoys an overwhelming support of the society:
“Free Education”. These opportunists and counter-
revolutionaries have attempted to use this
fundamental demand as a testing ground for
mobilisation and legitimacy for the local
government elections by rendering the higher
education sector ungovernable and the education
system unworkable. Desperately so, these counter-
revolutionaries further wanted to win the hearts of
students and vulnerable workers along with their
agenda in order to strengthen their support base
for the forthcoming local government elections.

Thirdly, the isolation of the Minister of Higher
Education and Training who is the General
Secretary of the SACP from Cabinet and
government also constituted part of the hidden
agendas. This isolation in particular was informed

by his sin of being a leader of the Communist Party
characterised mainly by irritations, hatred and
resentment against communists from within and
outside the broader liberation movement. In our
view, this agenda is completely irrational and unfair

and at worst to blame an individual (communist or
Minister) not the apartheid regime for historic

injustices and economic legacy of persisting high
levels of inequality, unemployment and poverty. If
truth is to be told, under the leadership of Cde.
Nzimande, there have been serious interventions
and significant milestone in the sector such as an
increase funding to NSFAS and equitable distribution
which is extended into vocational and training
colleges, radical changes in the curriculum
articulation of TVETs and the focus of the Sectoral
Education and Training Authorities (SETAs) in terms
of skill development interventions including radical
policy changes resulted in the creation of
stakeholder forums and summits as platforms for
dialogue on the kind of education we want.

It is known fact that universities are autonomous as
per prescripts of the legislation regulating the sector
– the Higher Education Act of 1997 as amended. This
legislative framework makes these institutions to
take their own decisions independently of the
Minister. Why the blame is not attributed to these
institutions and to the entire notion of institutional
autonomy? Indeed, institutional autonomy is a
stumbling block to access as these institutions are
setting their own criteria for admission and funding
outside the policy framework of NSFAS hence many
poor students could not be funded. In this regard,
we call for a national investigation on the application
of NSFAS and compliance by these institutions of
higher learning and colleges. Why the blame is on
the Minister, who by law has limited authority over
these universities? Why the blame is not directed to
institutional councils that have taken decisions on
fee increment.

Fourthly and lastly, there is a serious onslaught and
offensive campaign directed to COSATU and its

affiliates as part of the overall agenda to weaken the
Alliance and strengthening opposition parties by
misleading outsourced workers for their agenda to
establish alternative trade unions outside COSATU
fold. These counter-revolutionaries have taken

advantage of internal factional battles and
contradictions in the broader liberation movement.
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This agenda is intensified by increasingly
combined united fronts comprising white
monopoly capital, bourgeois media and political
oppositions supported by western imperialism in
order to place our revolution on the crossroad.

The 2015/16 students uprising should teach us
not take things for granted and leave issues as
merely and narrow student issues. As
revolutionaries, we must at all material times
understand the interconnectedness of issues in
the society hence our revolutionary formations
must understand the world as it is.

Education and Ideology

Education Is not ideological neutral as it
perpetuate the interest of the ruling class since it
owns the means of production an d therefore
decides on how is produced and distributed. The
ruling class is able to manipulate World’s opinion
through various social institutions in society and
reduce their world view to the common sense of
even the poor. Indeed, the hegemonic class
concede that their luxurious living is born out of
their control of material world and makes it their
objective to deliver a theory of society that bases
their supremacy on ideals or sometimes on the
physiology of a person as it is the case with
fascism and apartheid which are extremeversion
of capitalism, which also sometimes appeal to a
higher being, thereby ideologically distorting the
material basis of the Worlds inequality.

In this regard, it is important to understand the

education is one of the most crucial vehicles for
shaping broader societal values as always carrying
particular messages, both explicitly and implicitly.
For this reason, this truism must be understood as
a basis for approaching the task at hand. Truly

speaking, in the South African context, like in
many other post-colonial societies, education
carries and imparts particular racial, gender and
class messages.

In capitalist systems, in which South Africa still

remains dominant, the education system continues
to reinforce notions of class inequalities and class
ideology. This manifest itself, amongst other things,
in the presentation of profit maximization and
market system as the superior form of organization
of society and its economic life. It is a justification of
a system based on exploitation of the majority by a
few. It has permeated through social, economic and
even personal life which individualist’s materialist
consumerism is so pervasive in our society.
Historically, it was common for people to first have a
communal, collective identity and motivation for
action but today the primary driving force is
individualists’ materialism.

Amongst his articles on education transformation,
the Minister of Higher Education and Training, Cde.
Blade Nzimande writing in his capacity as the
General Secretary of the South African Communist
Party, (SACP) argued that, “some students and
teachers continue to learn and teach economics and
business at school where workers – human beings-
are merely categorized as factors of production. Yet,
they teach hungry children whose parents have
been retrenched precisely because the economic
system regards them merely as factors of
production –things- that can be gotten rid of as
requirements of profit determine” A critical
question need to be asked in line with this point, to
what extent do we, in our own teaching make a
connection between this principle of business
economics and the reality of hunger in the
classroom as a result of the fact that workers are
not factors of production, but are living human
beings?

As part of responding to a question asked above, we
argue that the current epoch of a radical second
phase of our transition provides a unique
opportunity to combat the ideologies of racial
inequality and class exploitation. In this regard, we
call for a radical curriculum change which must
ensure that students are realizing the practical
meaning and effects of ideologies including teaching
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because not only is knowledge transmitted, but the
process of knowledge production, reproduction and
review unfold. The human capital of our nation, our
human resource and perspective of who are we as a
people are formed, moulded and adopted in these
institutions. South Africa comes from a challenge
where capitalist and bourgeois perspective of life
predominates.

Possible and Practical Solutions to the
Coordination of Education

South Africa’s transition from apartheid to
democracy necessitated that all existing practices,
institutions and values be rethought in terms of
their fitness for the new epoch. Our higher
education system is not immune from this since it
plays a central role in the social, cultural and
economic development of our modern society. The
recent events at Stellenboch, North West, UCT and
other universities have shown that there is strong
resistance from some quarters to the efforts of
redressing the past inequalities. The institutions of
higher learning still resist transformation despite the
efforts of the Minister of Higher Education and
Training as a result they are failing to adjust
themselves to the challenges of the post 1994 social
order.

This defiance to transformation has meant that we
are still unable to respond to the new economic and
socio-economic realities and opportunities available
at our disposal for the material improvement of our
people. However, the processes of education
transformation from the 1994 democratic
breakthrough saw many Blacks and Africans in
particular enjoying access to education. Though,
these processes have not translated into systemic
changes in the three interrelated contradictions of
the Colonialism of the Special Type (CST) and the
economic structure largely remains unchanged.
Related to this, is the persistence of unemployment,
poverty and inequality which affects mainly the
working class.
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intend to build.

Notwithstanding, the character of every
transformation and process is froth with
contestation and contradictions. This is the nature
of social changes, reconfiguring of human and
social relations. Transformation is thus an ever
changing and complex struggle of interests being
constantly waged, power being assumed, collected
through processes of lobbying, collaboration and
hegemony.

In our task therefore as revolutionaries to lead a
national debate on the question of values and
ideology in the education system. As part of this
discussion, we should seek to advance values of
solidarity, equality and building of an economic
system that benefits the overwhelming majority of
our people. Let us, in line with our ideological
commitments, use this process of curriculum
change as a platform to open debates in these
universities on values we seek to build and debates
on the evil of capitalism, of racism and gender
inequality. Therefore one of the key challenges is
for us to take an active interest and role in shaping
the new curriculum in a manner that advances the
kind of values we seek to promote.

Understandably, the revolution cannot be limited
just to political seizure of power by the ANC since
1994, but has to be holistic and encompassing all
aspects of South African life. Besides forced
removal and expropriation of land by the white
capitalist regime, education structuring represents
the core and thrust of apartheid and its evil legacy.
This education ensured continuous reproduction of
unskilled, semiskilled black labor, exploited,
optimally skilled managerial class of whites.

Our revolution and democracy has to transform
these draconian, archaic and segregating systems.
Education, in general, is a critical area in any
society, because through it, knowledge is
transmitted, and as we know education is never
value free. Even more critical is higher education,



In this regards, we argue for an urgent
establishment of a political centre purely
compromised of the Alliance and structures of the
MDM. This process of establishingthis political
centre will require a maximum level of discipline
and vigilance in order to ensure that we are not
diluted by other forces or comrades who have
their own personal interests. Indeed, a proper
political analysis and discussion on the
coordination, nature and content of the envisaged
centre which must be located within the
framework of the Alliance need to be facilitated.

The primary task of this education coordinating
centre is to transform education system and its
institutions so that they do not become as
conveyer belts to churn-out workers and
professionals. In simple terms, education system
must not reproduce the apartheid race, gender
and class patterns. It must serve as a centre of
knowledge production which plays a meaningful
role in the upliftment of both individuals and
communities it serve. It should further produce
socially conscious and moral individuals through
new forms of learning and teaching that
correspond to the societal challenges.

The above can only achieved when we declare
education a societal issue not governmental or
sectoral issue. This can only be realised once
revolutionaries take full responsibility of being at
the forefront of mobilising the society through
establishing organs of people’s powers in
communities and in the sector as drivers of
education transformation in order to emphasize
the interconnectedness of education struggle to
that of the societal struggles particularly in this
phase of the radical economic transformation. At
this point, we call for the re-modified national
education coordinating committee located within
the fold of the congress movement (Alliance)
focusing on the challenges of post-apartheid
system. This re-modified national education
coordinating committee should operate within

the framework of our overarching vision:
“People’s Education for people’s power” which
must be used as a yardstick to measure progress
made on education front.

In our view, society should be aggressively
mobilised around our overarching vision,
“People’s Education for Power” as opposed to the
current framework of institutional autonomy.
Institutional autonomy must current be regarded
as a stumbling block to the entire notion of
“People’s Education for People’s Power” as it
disconnects these institutions from the reality of
the society. Institutional autonomy perpetuates
exclusions of the working class from the benefits
of education under the disguise of academic and
financial exclusions, but support individuals with
good pockets despite their academic
performances.

Through the proposed national education
coordinating committee, we must radically
change the form and content of the current
model of co-operative governance into real
organs of people’s power. There has to be a
healthy balance between the objective
necessities for fundamental change and
subjective readiness of the masses to materially
realize the essence of change. This means that
institutional councils which places financial
viability as the only means to access education at
the expense of social development goals must be
done away with.

The national education coordinating committee
should pursue a national campaign for
democratisation of education which calls for the
review of institutional structure such as
institutional forums with new redefined mandate
and powers in order to appreciate this phase of a
radical change not only politically but also
economically. This means that these must be
vanguards to rigorously venture into a serious
transformation trajectory on governance and
curriculum changes taking place in the
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institutions of higher learning.

Amongst other issues for the national education
coordinating committee, is to campaign against
the corporation of education and fight for a
creation of people’s education through
democratization of these institutions to bring
about the total transformation linked to the
national project.

The national education coordinating committee
must also look at the distribution patterns of the
National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFSA)
and consider transforming the scheme instead of
changing faces. This should include compliance by
institutions with NSFSA funding policy and not to
give institutional discretion on who must qualify
and how to distribute the aid to students.

The national education coordinating committee
should attend to the pressing task which is the
creation of student-centeredness institutions of
higher learning to appreciate that student comes
first. Student life and wellbeing must be at the
centre of the institutional priorities, these
institutions must create conductive working
environment which appreciates and values the
contribution of workers at the point of service,
and hence they must be compensated as such.

Lastly, given the existing inequalities between
institutions because some are paying much better
than others, the national education coordinating
committee should support the campaign for
centralised collective bargaining as a necessary

instrument to address disparities in relations to
terms and conditions of employment in higher
education sector. In this regard, the education
coordinating committee will be expected to
facilitate a discussion for the creation of a higher

education sector that is both developmental, in
relation to its employees, and able to deliver
teaching and learning to all South Africans equally
to the establishment of workable and effective
collective bargaining system.

Conclusion

A number of resolutions have been taken by
structures of mass democratic movement on the
nature and course of our revolution, in particular,
the national democratic project. In reality, the
assuming of political power by the Alliance as led by
the ANC signalled a new chapter and the
approximation of the first phase of our people from
radical oppression. The twenty two tears of
celebrations should serve as a re-invigorating force,
re-conscientising us of the critical struggles that lie
ahead in our march towards the total
transformation of our society. This means we should
as cadres and activists strive and re-engineer one
another in order to achieve our destiny.

The NDR and the Freedom Charter remains the
guiding framework through which we should
analyse and measure progress on the resolution of
the national question as manifest itself in all spheres
of our society. It is a responsibility of revolutionaries

to champion the interest of social forces in
particular the working class behind the NDR as a
direct path to the socialist society. We should, at all
material times locate our struggles for
transformation within the context of the NDR as

such the alignment of progressive forces is so
imperative and critical in pursuit of joint national
and provincial programme under the banner of the
Alliance and Mass Democratic Movement as a
whole.

Indeed, our common platform broadly touches on
areas of conversions as part of changing the present
global economic framework through the struggle for
affordable education by poor. Generally, our
platform locates various sectoral struggles into one
broader picture of the struggle of those who
suffered from the social exclusion and
marginalization.

Zola Saphetha is the Deputy General Secretary of
NEHAWU, writing in his personal capacity.
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It is a disheartening historical fact that he Israeli –
Palestinian issue has been ongoing for almost 70
years since the establishment of the state of Israel in
1948 during which time the plight of Palestinians
have only worsened. Without any doubt, Israeli
Apartheid Zionist Military State has taken a decision
with the support of USA with its military mite to
finish off Palestinians with ethnic cleansing and
unlawful occupations. The unlawful and violent
occupation of the West Bank, including East
Jerusalem, and the inhumane blockade of Gaza
continues unabated while Palestinians live under the
oppressive yoke of Israeli militarism.

The Mulana Council in the Northern Cape, the SACP
and YCLSA notes that Israel's Apartheid policies and
oppression against the Palestinian people has

intensified meaning that we as young people must
intensify our opposition to that criminal regime. It
would seem that Israel has been emboldened by the
rise of the right-wing and our fear is that Israel’s
racism against Palestinians and Africans will only get
worse. Israel has already displayed this arrogance by
its increased building of illegal settlements.

Such impunity is unacceptable and the Northern
Cape Provincial Government must review its
relations with Israel starting with the downgrading
of the South African Embassy in Tel Aviv. The time
for statements is over.

We come together, from various faiths, as this is a
human tragedy and not a religious dispute.
However, it is our religious duty – as adherents of
religious traditions that make justice, compassion
and integrity important objectives – to stand in
solidarity with each other not in support of a
disingenuous “peace” that only serves the
oppressor. We have an obligation to to stand firmly
in solidarity with people of good conscience and
justice for the liberation of Palestinians, the
liberation of Palestinian, we are confident, will also
liberate Israelis. As Archbishop Desmond Tutu
reminds us that the liberation of black people in
South Africa was also about the liberation of white
people.

The BDS coalition of the Muslim Community, the
SACP, the YCLSA in the Northern Cape as well as
other progressive formations wish to discourage in
the strongest possible terms the attack on foreign
nationals. Capitalism is crisis globally and the

attacks are nothing else but a manifestation of the
working class struggle based on the exploitation of
an oppressive capitalist system that thrives on
sowing divisions amongst the working class.
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The unity of the oppressed class is a threat to the
ruling class, therefore tensions and conflicts amongst
the working class of different nationalities serves
nothing else to but to strengthen the foothold of
capitalism in society.

We, the people of this world, must stop the violence
against women, children and the foreign nationals
which requires us to end Capitalism and destroy the
exploitative class system. It is the exploitation of
workers by the capitalist system that leads to such
violence. The violence against women, children and
foreign nationals will end when Capitalism is brought
to an end and we embrace a more humane and
responsive socialist society. It is for this reason that
during this International Apartheid Week, the
Northern Cape as Province will be calling on the
workers of Africa to unite against the ills of
Capitalism which in the main affects women and
children.

This is emphasized by our dedication to down tools

on the 08th March and remember all women of
this world who fought an exploitative and
oppressive system of Apartheid, here and abroad.
This non-violence campaign against women,
children and foreigners is an attempt to create the
necessary conditions for a just peace to be
negotiated for Palestinians and Israelis, and African
in general. A better future for all, indigenous
Palestinians and Israelis, including peace and love
for fellow African men, is not only an option but
inevitable.

Morocco's readmission into the AU signals a
setback and a weak African Union which cannot
defend and protect the sovereignty of African
States. African Union still want to appease African
colonial masters through by committing silly
mistakes such readmission of Morocco into the AU
a country which continues to oppress and colonise
the Saharawi people. This readmission of Morocco
is a clear support of French Imperialism on the
continent which must be reversed. We as the
Muslim Community, the SACP and YCLSA will
intensify our support for the Polisario Front and
condemn all forms of Colonialism and Imperialism
on the continent.
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By Modise Letselebe: Parks Leburu District
Secretary

Free Sanitary Towels Campaign for young women
from needy families and the poor in general is a
campaign of the YCLSA which was adopted at the
YCLSA 2006 National Congress. The analysis
behind the adoption of this campaign is that it
presents another dimension to poverty with the
lack of access to sanitary towels and or inability of
young people to buy themselves sanitary towels
every month when they experience their
menstrual periods. Linked to this is the
subsequent inability of young girls to either
attend to school or fail to write tests and exams
due to the fact that they don’t have sanitary
towels in their possession or at school. Young girls

who are either child/youth headed households or
living with their male parents or guardians in the
absence of female counterparts are presented
with a challenge of buying sanitary towels on
their own or inability to raise it with their male
parents/guardians. But more often, particularly,
these teenage girls do make use of any material

from newspapers and cloth which is having the
propensity to affect their reproductive system
with a number of infections and diseases. Added
to this is the elasticity of patriarchy amongst boys
and man if they are less encouraged to acquire
education and knowledge around menstruation
and the importance of sanitary towels. Related to
the above is the relevance and therefore the need
to intensify our sanitary towel campaign to the
areas defined as poor such as our townships,
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public facilities in rural areas and in schools for girls
and women. This distribution must be done in the
same fashion as condoms. The Department of
women, children and people with disability must be
brought on bought in this regard. This is one
campaign that must be put at the centre of our
government. However, the YCLSA is starting to see
the objectives of this campaign materialising as
more public sector institutions and the private
sector are now implementing it on a mass basis,
though not yet formally adopted as a government
programme or as part of service provision. This we
have seen through the massive implementation of
programme such as the distribution of school shoes
to young people who do not afford or do not have
school shoes. Moreover, programmes and campaign
that fall in this category include, advancing the
struggle against HIV and AIDS. While the state has

adopted a progressive and decisive policy to fight
HIV and AIDS, including the rollout of HIV therapy
and social mobilisation for HIV testing and
counselling, such other as strategies as double-up,
which basically involves the simultaneous consistent
use of condemns and other safer methods of
contraception, HIV (AIDS) is nevertheless listed as
the third leading cause of death in South Africa. The
YCLSA must step up its work in this regard towards
reducing the infection and prevalence rates,
ensuring prevention, testing and treatment towards
the zero infections and a world without HIV. Male
medical circumcision campaign are part and parcel
of the state’s programmes today because of the call
by YCLSA. The fire must burn, especially through
social mobilisation and political action up to a point
where sanitary towels are offered for free by
government at all public places accessible to woman
and girls.
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By Lebogang Moremedi: The Northern Cape
Provincial Secretary of the YCLSA

The fact that almost 200 Northern Cape pupils fell
pregnant last year – including three junior schools
pupils is unspeakable. Sex education for young
people, especially at the school level, should not be
left to one institution or individual, but it’s all our
responsibility. Rather the question that we must
ask should be the relevance of sex or reproductive
system education given to young people both at

the school and community level. It is not by
surprise that the YCLSA has always intensified its
Health and Wellbeing Programmes speaking to the
sex and reproductive system education to the
young people, both male and female. On the other
hand, we are confronted by an alarming number of

young people not going to school as reported by
Stats SA survey that the Province has the highest
number of children between the ages of seven (7)
and seventeen (17).

According to the Minister of Basic Education, about
47% quit school at grade 10. A significant portion of
pupil who start basic education do not complete the
cycle. There are many factors associated with drop
out, some of which are that the pupil did not pass
and could not return to school, family pressure to
seek work, a shortage of money which impacts on
uniform, transport and nutrition. Blacks and
Coloureds are the most susceptible especially young
people who take up household responsibilities are
most likely to drop out before completing their
matric. Teenage pregnancy is also a contributory
factor. Some learners are vulnerable to dropping out
of school immediately after compulsory school
going age, especially the ones from low income
families and child headed households. Family
pressures force these young people to drop out and
look for employment.

For young girls, teenage pregnancy is an interesting
dimension to poverty with the subsequent dropping
out school by young girls in particular, is another
input factor. Young girls drop out of the schooling
system to raise babies and rely on child support
grant. But more often, particularly in rural areas,
these teenage girls do not return back to school and
this presupposes their future economic exclusions
as there is nothing to guarantee employment.
Northern Cape being a semi-rural Province, added
to this is the resilience of patriarchy in rural areas
which also reinforces this pattern of young women
less encouraged to acquire education as compared
to men. Young girls sit and do nothing productive
except to raise children. Absence of economic
activism by young people and money circulation in
the rural areas worsen the situation.

It is trite that South Africa had surpass Brazil as an
unequal country in the World. It is this reality that
summons us to locate the fight against poverty to
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supreme levels. There is a general consensus from
social observers that more than 40% South Africans
lives in poverty. The importance of education is a
global matter as emphasized by international
organisations such as United Nations foundation
under Millennium Development Goals (MDG) that
were meant to be achieved by the year 2015.
While the review of MDG has revealed that there is
improvement in the enrolment of education as the
“primary school net enrolment rate in the
developing regions has reached 91 percent in 2015,
up from 83 per cent in 2000” (UN Foundation),
Stats SA has reported a drop or an increase in the
number of young people not going to school in the
Province. The NDP 2030 (2013:296) emphasizes
that “education should be compulsory up to Grade
12 or equivalent levels in vocational education and
training”.

It is a worrying factor to note that most of the
young people who drop out at basic education

lose out on the most basic skills and this limits their
future opportunities and the nation loses out on
future skills. These young people will find it
extremely hard to make a successful transition to
adulthood in a market that offers fewer and fewer

opportunities for workers with no matric
qualification, if they are lucky they will find
themselves occupying unexciting and frustrating
jobs. Research by Strassburg et al (2010) and Fleisch
et al (2010) has found that dropping out of schools

is not a single event, but is usually the result of a
combination of inter-related factors that lead up to
a child eventually dropping out of school. Fleisch et
al (2010:7) corroborates that poverty alone did not
explain why children were not in school and

identified other factors (such as disability, family
structure, i.e., not living with biological parents or
grandparents, orphanhood, being eligible for, but
not accessing social welfare and living in isolated
communities) which, combined with poverty, make

19

YCLSA ON THE LEARNER DROPOUT AND CHILD 

PREGNANCY IN THE NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCE



children more vulnerable to dropping out of
schools. Moreover, Strassburg et al (2010: 40-41)
found that financial pressures and complex social
processes (such as teenage pregnancy and
substance abuse) combined with in-school factors
(such as lack of stimulation and support) result in
youth disengaging from their education and
eventually dropping out of school.

In conclusion, clearly there are range of factors that
contribute to young people dropping out before
they complete secondary school. The reasons
leading to drop-out in basic education, must
further be systematically investigated. The YCLSA
wish to propose, with all South Africans playing a
role, that the government must put in place the
following basic things:

 With regards to teenage pregnancy, the
Department of Health should play its role of
visiting schools to teach learners about
effects of unprotected sex, diseases such as
HIV/AIDS and the implications of falling

pregnant while at school;

 Government organisations such as South
African National Council on Alcoholism and

Drug Dependence (SANCA) should play a
massive role of addressing learners about the
impacts and effects of engaging in alcohol
and drug abuse;

 The Department of Basic Education together
with civil society should play a role of
addressing children, providing support and
guidance regarding the importance of
education and the schools should have extra-
mural activities to ensure that youth avoid
engagement in drug and alcohol abuse and
violence;

 Educational enrolment should be the
responsibility of all the affected parties
(parents, learners, teachers, government and
the community) and all the parties must play
their roles collectively;

 It is interesting to learn that most drop outs,
realise the importance of studying later when
they are matured, so the government should
invest in second-chance programs that will
provide safety net interventions;

 Government should explore ways of
facilitating the transition from school to a
post-school institution or the labour market;
and

 The government will have to provide multiple
pathways programme such as increasing
access to sports at high schools so that
students would participate and see the value
of being at school than dropping out.
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The Young Communist League of South Africa
(YCLSA) in the Northern Cape Province is saddened
by the passing of Comrade Ahmed Mohamed
Kathrada. The YCLSA wishes to take this
opportunity to lower its red banner of hammer and
circle in respect and memory of Cde. Kathy. Cde.
Ahmed, Seaparankwe was a liberation struggle
veteran who tirelessly fought for our freedom from
the oppressive apartheid regime since his
adolescence age by joining progressive youth
formations. He cut his political tooth on the Young
Communist League at a tender age of 12. We are
proud of your selfless sacrifices and immense
contribution to the struggle for national liberation
and socialism. You represent a generation of Young
Communists who played a significant instrumental
role in the re-launch of the YCLSA in 1942. This was
due to a group of young people and scholars in
1941, amongst them, Joe Slovo, Ruth First, and
Cde. Cathy approached the headquarters of the
Communist Party of South Africa in Johannesburg

with a request to join the Party but were advised to
consider forming a Young Communist League
instead. In celebrating the first anniversary of the re-
launch of the YCLSA, a letter on the archives of the
SACP from Cde. Ruth First states that “To celebrate
the first anniversary of the Young Communist
League, we are presenting a Mass Youth Rally at the
Ghandi Hall on Saturday 18th, 1943”, and Cde. Cathy
was amongst this young leaders.

We call on your organizations that you dies being a
member of, the SACP and the ANC, to honour you in
a befitting manner by implementing the principles of
the Freedom Charter which you always passionately
spoke of, as inter-connected but not disconnected to
the South African Road to Socialism (SARS), for free,
equal and just socio-economic living conditions. We
are conscious of the fact that some of our leaders
will repudiate this call given their class positions and
interests. We reaffirm our call for the transfer of the
mineral wealth beneath the soil, the banks and all
other strategies resources back to the people as a
whole. The best gift that your organization the YCLSA
that you have re-launched in 1942 can give you on
this important occasion of remembering your life
and times, is to recommit ourselves in agitating and
fighting for socialist South Africa that you believed
in.

To put it in your own words Cde. Kathrada, “the
character that should be the most defining as the
YCLSA is that we are a youth organisation. As a youth
organisation therefore we are different from the
SACP and, we should at all times ensure that we
refuse to be another SACP. We should proclaim like
Ruth First that we will not inherit mass
“unemployment and misery”, and that if in any way
the SACP moves towards counter revolution, we will
be the first to occupy the stage and defend our
future. The whole issue also of ensuring that we
bring in our ranks members of the YCL who are
young and fresh in their views and approach is
important. We really need to ensure that we are
indeed a “breath of fresh air.” We have always taken
your words serious Cde.
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We have always taken your words serious Cde.

Kathy and we wish to re-commit not to use the
YCLSA to fight the SACP or either endeavour to
replace the SACP as a political party, unless it loses
track in fighting for socialism. We have a mammoth
task before us as young people are in need of
education, training and employment to fight the
triple challenge of poverty, unemployment and
inequality. Through the bravery that you have
demonstrated from your youthful age till the
recent head-on confrontation of the issues that
affect the movement, we are inspired and we will
continue to fight all anti-social and unethical-ills
that eats up the movement from within.

We are certain and convinced that through the
National Democratic Revolution, a foundation will
be laid for a Socialist South Africa, a vision that was
brought afresh by your generation that moved
across the length and breadth of our country and
the world to mobilize young workers and the poor
youth for a free South Africa.

On behalf of the YCLSA and the poor working class
youth, on this occasion of remembering and
celebrating your life and times, we pledge to
mobilise all working class youth in pursuance of a
Socialist South Africa through our blue print of
SARS.

ROBALA KA KAGISO WENA
SEAPARANKWE!

MATLA!
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Announcements  

Let your voice be heard write to the editorial team at
yclsa.nc@gmail.com!

Please send your letters/views/comments to the editorial
team, we want to publish your inputs in the next edition of
the Red Voice

BankingDetails: Let us fund our Revolution!

YCLSA FNB 62210860038 - Cheque Acc.
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