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Editor’s Voice

Cde. Lebogang Moremedi: YCLSA Provincial
Secretary

The Red Voice (RV) delivers incisive coverage of the
issues, ideas, campaigns and/or programs that
matter to the YCLSA’s life and its constituency, as
well as the broader masses of our people. The
rigorous reporting and balanced commentary on the
contemporary and up-coming programmes paints a
picture of a living organization in the Northern Cape
Province.

The 17th Edition reports a transition of our
programme on the Decommodification of Electricity
from a stage of abstract of an idea or theory to
implementation by the broader masses The thinking
on transition of the Decommodification of Electricity
has evolved significantly over a period of time led by
the people on the ground, as initially conceptualised
and initiated by the YCLSA and the Party in the
Province. Initially, much of the emphasis was on
researching and engaging the Alliance of the Party,
as well as the Leadership of the Municipality, before
the broader masses of our people could take it upon
themselves and lead the campaign against
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High Electricity Tariffs. This read gives a brief
overview of the transition of the people’s struggle
around the matter.

Ultimately, all our work is directed towards
changing the lives of young people, and helping
women and girls achieve their full potential. We
are driving for better educational opportunities for
girls and women, including through ideological
programmes of Bua Tuesday/Thursdays, as well as
measures to continue to increase and consolidate
women’s political leadership. All of this requires
increased and renewed energies from our
structures. This was the focus of the Provincial
Committee of the YCLSA in visiting its structures at
all Districts. This was done through, i.e. the launch
of the June youth month programme in one of the
deep rural areas called Tsineng in Kuruman.

The issue also covers the work of the SACP on its
District Councils on the Congress Resolution of
State and Popular Power – and the Reconfiguration
of the Alliance. After considerable debate at
congress, the SACP have resolved that while it will
certainly contest elections, the exact modality in
which we do so needs to be determined by way of
concrete analysis and through the process of active
engagement with worker and progressive
formations. Thus the Party in the Province engaged
its structures and those of the YCLSA.

Lets enjoy the reading Maqane!!!



The decommodification of electricity campaign in
the Sol Plaatje Municipality (SPM) has been the
campaign of the SACP since the year 2016. The
campaign is aimed primarily at engaging SPM, on
behalf of, and with various working class and poor
communities in the province that are severely
affected by the high electricity tariffs, to ensure
that the SPM lower the price of electricity and to
urgently address a historical - fast developing and
growing unlawful increase on the price of
electricity.

The Party undertook the campaign due to a series
of deeply worrying and disturbing set of research
outcomes, reports, trends and observations we
have made, that have a great potential to
undermine the thrust, principles and set of values
that collectively constitute the core and real
essence of our democracy, it`s constitution and all
the applicable democratic laws.

According to the research conducted by the YCLSA,
it was found that since 2011 when SPM submitted
its electricity tariffs to NERSA, the rates were
submitted inclusive of VAT and should have
remained exclusive of VAT during implementation.
When the rates were approved by NERSA in 2015,
the municipality included VAT on tariffs which
already had VAT which they levied to the
consumer.

This in essence means VAT of 14% was included
twice in the electricity tariffs of which there was an
increase of electricity tariffs of more than 24%
which was unjust and unethical by the
municipality. As per NERSA regulations you cannot
go above the approved NERSA tariffs. If the
municipality had deviated from the approved
prices, charges, deviation and tariffs received from
the NERSA should be communicated to the public
and this did not occur with the Sol Plaatje
Municipality. This is the root cause as to why
electricity tariffs of Sol Plaatje are one of the
highest in the country.

When tariffs are submitted to NERSA by a
municipality the process should be transparent
where the municipality’s detailed cost factor is
shown and the profit margin made from buying and
selling of electricity. The SPM did not comply with
this process as they have a difficulty of costing the
electricity and showing the profit margins. The Party
further request detailed calculations from them
about the costs and the profit margins from buying
and selling of electricity, which they could not
present. The SPM applies increases based on
inflationary increase percentages and not on costing
calculations. Since the Incline Block Tariff (IBT) was
introduced for residential or domestic users, tariffs
have always been increased using a percentage (%)
increase mirrored within inflation rates, CPI...etc,
but never providing a clear indication that they are
being reviewed per primary consideration factor
and NERSA is pushing for being cost reflective.
Hence the budget is derived from customers paying
for the increment or set budget targets, a practise
NERSA is disputing because customers are now
responsible for management inefficiencies.

The Party therefore demanded rebates from the
SPM for over-charging communities on electricity
rates since 2011. The Party further demand in 2016
that electricity tariffs be adjusted on or before
January 2017, so that there is a balance in what the
people are paying for and what they receive by July
2017 when the proposed tariff increase is supposed
to be implemented. This can be done through
section 28(2) (a)(f) of the MFMA (Municipal
adjustment budgets).

The R260 Flat Rate a Month and 5.95% Increase

According to THE SPEECH OF THE EXECUTIVE
MAYOR ON THE OCASSION OF THE APPROVAL OF
IDP REVIEW 2017/18, THE ANNUAL BUDGET FOR
2018/19 MEDIUM TERM REVENUE AND
EXPENDITURE FRAMEWORK, BUDGET POLICIES AND
PROPOSED TARIFF INCREASES FOR 2018/19
presented on the 30 MAY 2018, around 4 000
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residents in the city, those who use just over 50kVA
a month, were expected to be negatively affected
by the restructuring in that they will pay
substantially more than the expected 5.95%
increase. The SPM, through the CFO stressed that
the restructuring of the electricity tariff, which
allows the charge to be split into a flat rate of R260
a month on one hand and the costs of the units
used by the consumer on the other hand, would
not bring in additional income for the municipality.
The SPM further indicates that it took last year’s
income from electricity, and increased it by 5.95%,
arguing that the introduction of a flat rate is
expected to result in massive increases for some
users, particularly for those residents who have a
low electricity consumption.

The SPM further argued that the 15 000 residents
that the municipality hopes to register as indigents
will not pay the R260 flat rate. However, it
estimated that around 4 000 low-income residents,
who are not registered as indigents but are still the

most vulnerable group, will be the hardest hit by
the restructuring. Residents who use around
350kVA a month, will, accordingly pay around 9%
more and not the expected 5.95%. “The less
electricity you use, the greater the percentage
increase.

The only ones who will benefit from the flat rate will
be residents who use 650kVA or more a month.”
For example, if someone buys R50 electricity on July
1, that person will receive about 42 units, because
R8.50 of the money will go towards the flat rate. But
then if such a person again buys another R50
electricity again 20 days later, that person will have
to pay R170 just for the flat rate (R8.50 x 20 days),
which s/he doesn’t have. If 39 000 households in
the city were expected to pay the electricity levy, it
would generate at least R10 million for the
municipality each month.

Many community actors that are engaging on this
matter have been supporting the call of the SACP on
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its High Electricity tariffs by SPM, we were never
listened to, and instead this time around an
additional R260 electricity levy has been added,
further ripping off the working class and the poor.

The fact is the new R260 electricity levy cannot be
justified and it’s only SPM that knows reasons why
communities have all along being charged such a
high tariff and for what purpose are such multiple
profits generated unfairly from a basic rightful
service which has been commodified, being spent
on. Thus we are saying, SPM must reverse the
council resolution of R260 electricity levy, and the
SPM must repay back through rebates.

Community Mobilization

While the SPM was still trying to get their heads
around the new electricity tariff structure, residents
refused to be placated and mobilised to stop the
implementation of the newly proposed tariffs.
Residents were urged to join a massive

protest action on (June 29) to ensure “the
electricity tariff hike falls”. It started by inviting
communities to an urgent meeting which was held
on Sunday (June 24) at the Mandela grounds (at
the circle in Galeshewe) at 3pm. According to the
Operation Wanya Tsotsi leaders, whom were the
organizers of this meeting, “the reason for the
meeting was the daylight tariff hikes robbery.
Everybody must avail themselves. People must
stand together to embark on this battle against
expensive electricity. The rich people must think
about our poor people, the disadvantaged. With
the high unemployment rate, how will people
survive having to pay the R260 before they can
even buy electricity or they deduct it from your
coupon? An indication was that they are now tired
of talking but nothing ever happens. It is time that
Kimberley comes to a standstill. On June 29,
Kimberley will come to a standstill. It will be a no-
go area, everything will come to a halt.
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The electricity tariff hike must fall. Sol Plaatje must
better be prepared because there is no more time.
SPM always say jump and we jump. Now it is our
turn to say jump and you must ask how high.
Kimberley people unite and attend the meeting.

SPM Response to the Demands

During the community mobilization and
engagements with the SPM, the SPM was tasked to
detail a plan on how electricity and water losses in
the city could be curbed.

With the rising unhappiness regarding the
restructuring of the electricity tariff, the executive
mayor, Mangaliso Matika, pointed out that
although the budget had been approved, it was not
fixed and could be changed if necessary. It was
indicated that the flat rate is not a new thing, but
has been presented to council before. The SPM
sustainability depends on its ability to collect rates

and taxes.

The SPM added that services, however, had to be up
to standard. “This will not come cheap.” That while
the local authority had invested in the past four
years in upgrading the bulk infrastructure, the roads,
parks and community halls had been neglected. The
SPM was now in a position to deal with such issues.
The SPM stated further that the municipality had a
surplus of general labourers. As it moves forward,
there was a need to focus on special skills. The SPM
expenses currently are more than its income and
there was a need to find a balance.

A public relations company that is being paid R1.2
million was appointed to promote the new tariffs
that will be implemented. Office of the Mayor
denied that “anyone had been paid R1.2 million, but
later the Mayor conceded to the hiring and paying
of the

6

A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE ELECTRICTY 

CAMPAIGN IN THE SPM



company by the CFO. The Office of the Mayor
explained that they have hired a company to protect
the image of the municipality for external services
such as the distribution of pamphlets and other
services where we do not have the capacity.
However, information that is being distributed
relating to the awareness campaign relating to the
new electricity tariffs is being generated by its
internal communications IT sector. The Office of the
Mayor has also denied that any new tenders had
been awarded for the prepaid electricity meters, but
Itron South Africa is still the appointed service
provider. However, note should be taken that Itron is
not a communication company but an American
technology company that focuses on delivery and
infrastructure of services towards communities.

Popular Community Protests

The struggle against the electricity tariff has been a
protracted one in the City until the people became
impatient and spiralled out of control. The impulsive
response of the Communities against the two
officials may be as a result of the misleading role
with puff arrogance that these two officials have
played for many years around these issue of high
electricity tariffs. This goes without saying that the
Mayor of the SPM was also either not willing or

delayed deliberately to address the protesters at
the Municipality on the 12th July 2018. These are
among other factors, other than the dispersal of
the crowds by the SAPS that may have led to the
anger of the protesters to take the destructive
route of demonstrations. The police used lethal
force to maintain the law and order on protest
masses by discharging live ammunition and rubber
bullets at a close against protesters fleeing the
protest scene. The Party tried to convince the
leaders of OWT to demobilize on the 12th June
2018 when there was an unnecessary delay for the
Council or Mayor to address the crowds, but these
all went in vein. The Police Commissioner and the
Department of Safety in the Northern should be
engaged on how police should be dispersing
crowds during protests in future as the Province
should not witness other death incidents during
protests because police are randomly using lethal
force against the dispersing mass protesters. We
believe that the transformation of security forces
remains a problem hence we find situations like
the Andries Tatane in Ficksberg, who died at the
hands of police due to the fact that they
discharged lethal force at a close range against
him.

.

7

A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE ELECTRICTY 

CAMPAIGN IN THE SPM



Background and Early Years

Karl Marx, who developed the philosophy of dialectical
and historical materialism, scientific and political
economy, the founder of scientific socialism and
communism, and teacher and leader of the
international working class for whom he created a
new, purposeful world outlook, was born at Trier, in
the Prussian Rhineland, on May 5, 1818. One must
include Frederick Engels (1820-1895), his closest friend
and collaborator, born in Germany two years later. It
was some 50 years before Germany became a unified
state.

Karl Marx’s father was a Jewish lawyer who when the
young boy was six years old converted to
Protestantism, for pragmatic career reasons given the
constraints on those of Judaic belief. Karl Marx came
from a learned and cultured background where the
quest for knowledge was fostered at an early age. At
university he studied law, majoring in history

and philosophy.

Of radical humanist disposition, Marx was drawn
into the circle of Leftist Hegelians who sought to
draw revolutionary atheistic conclusions from
their philosophy teacher Georg Hegel’s
idealistically based concept of dialectics. To them
Hegel contentiously recognised a world in motion
but with the spirit or idea rather than matter
being seen as primary. The fundamental question
of philosophy being what is primary:
consciousness or being – mind or matter? It was
his attraction to the materialistic anti-theological
teachings of another German philosopher, Ludwig
Feuerbach, seeing consciousness created and
propelled by material forces, leading to Marx’s
groundbreaking development of dialectical and
historical materialism as his ultimate
philosophical foundation. Such synthesis is vitally
relevant to understanding any age. South African
Marxists among other things, for instance, need
to consider how best to counter harmful
superstitious beliefs and practices, promoted by
those in high office hiding their own
backwardness and political machinations by false
declarations in defence of their “culture” which as
often as not they are deliberately distorting?

Marx was initially interested in pursuing an
academic career. However the reactionary
measures of the Prussian authorities against
open-minded academics caused him to abandon
such a vocation and he turned instead to
journalistic activity. By 1842 he had joined the
staff of the radical democratic Rheinische Zeitung,
and soon became its editor which began his run-
in with the Prussian censors and political police.

The Age of Revolution 1789-1848

Marx and Engels grew up in tumultuous times
which shaped them. Their transition from
revolutionary democrats to communism was
brought about by the class struggles in Europe
where of course capitalism and hence its socialist
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protagonist consequently first emerged. This by the
way is why we should not fall into the trap of
regarding Marx as Eurocentric for Marxism spread
everywhere and was adapted to suit national
conditions by revolutionaries all over the world.
Marx’s active participation in the revolutionary
struggle first in Germany and then in France where
he fled from persistent persecution; his study of
political economy, utopian socialism and history; his
polemics with anarchists whose numbers rose
dramatically as landless peasants entered the ranks
of the proletariat; Blanquist plotters believing
assassination and the seizure of power by the
armed putsch as the sole means of affecting
change; and petty bourgeois socialists of all stripes;
was instrumental in honing his powers of critical
analysis and development. Marx’s experience and
application led him to develop his theory of
historical materialism, the extension of
materialisminto social phenomenon embracing the
activities of the masses, history being governed by

definitive laws, the class struggle as the main spring
of events. As declared in the Communist
Manifest:“The history of all hitherto existing society
is the history of class struggles.” Engels later
corrected this to exempt the “pre-history” primitive
communal systems all over the world in which
private property was unknown.

The Marxist writer, Eric Hobsbawm’s book of the
period, The Age of Revolution 1789-1848 covered
the dual revolutions in Europe which changed the
world: the French political revolution and the
English industrial revolution. These cast the mould
of the 19th and 20th century (foundations of the
colonial system and rise of imperialism as the
highest stage of capitalism as analysed by Lenin) and
spanned the 60 years from the great French
Bourgeois Revolution of 1789 (which changed the
face of feudal Europe) to the outbreak of further
revolutionary waves of struggle in France, Belgium,
Germany, Austria, Poland, Hungary, Italy, Spain,
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Portugal, Russia climaxing in the stormy years
of1848-49. The Arab Spring of 2012, military
intervention and triumph of counter-revolution
particularly in Egypt, has been likened to this
period. Could a counter-revolutionary turnaround
be the fate of South Africa’s Spring of 1994, and
our national democratic revolution as class
contestation sharpens over the vital questions of
the control and direction of the economy and
distribution of wealth? We study the past and its
lessons to assist in understanding the general
features laid bare by Marx as a guide in our own
time and place.

Marx was born a mere 29 years after the onset of
the French Revolution, the climax of which was
1792-94, when Jacobin radical forces represented
by the likes of Danton and Robespierre were
driving the bourgeois revolution forward. The
execution of Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette, after
they sought to join the émigré forces of the
counter-revolution deploying outside France’s
borders, led to the establishment of the first
republic. The Reign of Terror ended with the
revolution “devouring its own children”, as Jacobin
leaders representing different tendencies followed
the monarch to the guillotine. Bourgeois order
emerged triumphant on the bayonets of Napoleon
Bonaparte’s armies. All this amid the class
struggles and national revolts, breathtaking
scientific and technological advances, industrial
revolution, emergence of the proletariat in the so-
called age of “reason and rationality” with a reach
as far as the distant slave revolt in French Haiti led
by Toussaint Louverture which showed that
colonial slaves could be instruments of change and
not mere bystanders of Europe’s revolutions. Such
developments were not ignored by Marx.

The point is to change the world

From the outset of adulthood Marx lived by one of
his famous dictums: “The philosophers have
hitherto sought to interpret the world, the point

however is to change it.”

Marx’s life is a model for revolutionaries today.
Revolutionary theoretician, activist, journalist,
organiser of the Communist League and
Workingmen’s Associations, culminating in
establishment of the First International (1864-1872),
Marx was pursued by the secret police of several
countries, deported from Germany, France and
Belgium, with the ebb and flow of revolution and
counter-revolution. The journals he founded were
successively banned and he ended up from 1849 an
exile in London for 34 years until the end of his life
in 1883. It was there in the comparatively more
tolerant bourgeois democracy of Britain, (albeit the
ferocious exploitation of labour in that country,
vicious colonial oppressor in Ireland, Africa and Asia
from where the British Empire extracted its vast
wealth and resources – from the time of the slave
trade – so integral to the emergence of capitalism
and England’s world domination), where Marx
commenced his monumental work on political
economy and the workings of Capital, toiling away
in that prestigious centre of learning, the newly
opened Library of the British Museum. He showed
how such opportunities provided by bourgeois
democracy could be put to good use.

The Communist Manifesto

Marx and Engels’ co-authorship of the Communist
Manifesto in 1848 (drawn up at the request of the
Communist League and written at speed the
previous year) was destined to become the second
best-selling book of all time right across the globe.
In it they enunciated their concept of dialectical and
historical materialism, the theory and tactics of class
struggle and the revolutionary role of the
proletariat, for which their work and involvement of
the preceding half-dozen years had prepared them.
This included the necessity of alliances, particularly
with the poor peasantry, and the elaboration of
methods of struggle, from
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parliamentary nonviolence in a bourgeois
democracy, sustained trade union and working class
organisation and education, and depending on
appropriate conditions the art of insurrection. This
latter topic, and the role of armed struggle
generally, came to the fore in southern Africa and
elsewhere in the 1960s where repression made
change through nonviolent struggle impossible, and
favourable conditions materialised for guerrilla
movements.

It is astonishing to realise that Marx was not yet 30
and Engels 28 when they wrote the Manifesto! Such
was their maturity, discipline, knowledge and
commitment that revolutionary thinkers and
working class activists years older acknowledged
their leadership. Virtually before the ink was dry the
revolutions they predicted had spread like wildfire
throughout Europe.

This question of age and the ability to lead remains
pertinent in struggles to this day. So does another
observation we can make and that is that
revolutionary intellectuals, capable of combining
theory with practice, can play a significant role in
working class struggles. This is not to negate the
very Marxian recognition that it is the working class
that must lead the struggle for the emancipation of
labour, and of society, for the socialist and
communist future. This has been a big factor in
South Africa’s ongoing revolution, the challenges of
which are being hotly contested in practice
particularly at a stage following the broad church of
national liberation in which the class issues are now
becoming sharper and more evident as witnessed in
the Marikana massacre of striking miners in August
2012. Some have made reference to a “Faustian
Pact” of trading political power in 1994 at the
expense of economic and property compromises
with regard to the dropping of nationalisation of the
commanding heights of the economy and land
ownership by the ANC (clauses 3 and 4 of the
Freedom Charter) which has also fostered the rise
of Julius Malema and the Economic Freedom
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Fighters. (See Sampie Terreblanch’s “Lost in
Transformation”, Hein Marais “South Africa Limits to
Change” and writings of Patrick Bond among others
and my Introduction to the 4th edition of my
memoir “Armed & Dangerous”, Jacana Publication
2013).
The commanding role of the working class is the
very essence of the Communist Manifesto. From the
onset of the bourgeois democratic revolutions of
the late 18th to mid 19th Century (1789-1848), the
emergent proletariat had played a remarkable role
in what were to become the leading capitalist
countries of Europe under conditions that suited the
ascendant bourgeoisie in the victory over the feudal
order in which the labouring masses, urban and
rural, were opportunistically used, betrayed, feared,
kept in check, driven back and where necessary
mercilessly shot down in droves. We have seen this
process all too often in post-independence Africa,
Asia and Latin America and it has persisted in
Europe (for example the Bloody Sunday massacre by
British troops in Northern Ireland in 1972).
The Communist Manifesto identified the emergent
class of wage labourers, the proletarians who had
nothing to sell but their labour power, and nothing
to lose but their chains, as the rising class, the
“grave diggers of capitalism”, who would be the
motive force in the struggle for advancing
democracy through the national bourgeois
revolution to the creation of a scientific socialist and
ultimately communist society. In disclosing the
historic role of the proletariat, Marx arrived at the
inevitability of the social revolution and the
necessity of providing the working class movement
with a scientific world outlook. Marx and Engels
recognised that the 1848-9 European revolutions
were both bourgeois-democratic revolutions and
struggles for national liberation or unification –
Germany, Italy, Hungary, Poland.



13

The Life and Times of Karl Marx



Legacy of Marx and Engels

Marx and Engels are universally recognised as the
foremost revolutionaries of their and subsequent
ages, whose teachings in theory and practise were
brilliantly confirmed in their time. This confirmation
moves through the 1848 and 1871 revolutions to
the 1917 Russian Socialist Revolution, the rise of
socialist and communist parties in every continent,
the revolutions that followed after two world wars,
from Europe to China, Vietnam and Cuba, and the
national liberation struggles against colonial rule in
Africa, Asia and Latin America.

While the young Marx’s earlier writings in the
1840s may suffer from insufficient awareness of
conditions in Africa and Asia he was clearly making
up for this in later life. One of the foremost and
respected African-American scholars and activists,
Dr W Du Bois was particularly impressed by Marx
and became an influential Marxist and communist;
as did the great African-American singer Paul
Robeson and notably to this day Angela Davis.

Outstanding African revolutionaries such as Moses
Kotane, JB Marks, Moses Mabhida, Yusuf Dadoo,
Ruth First and Joe Slovo in our country became
communists; as did the younger generation of Chris
Hani and Thabo Mbeki. Leading revolutionaries in
Africa such as Amilcar Cabral, Agostinho Neto and
Samora Machel were attracted to Marxism. From
Asia we simply need to add the names of Ho Chi
Minh, General Vo Nguyan Giap, Mao Zedong, and
Chou En Lai and from Latin America Fidel Castro
and Che Guevara. Such names of great men and
women represent hundreds of millions of human
beings inspired by Marxism. Such is the testament
to Karl Marx’s universal relevance and appeal.

Conclusion

Whatever the setbacks resulting from the counter-
revolutions launched by feudal monarchies and
bourgeois regimes in the contestations of Europe’s
19th century revolutions in which Marx and Engels

participated or in the 20th century’s dramatic
conflicts the Marxist legacy lasts to this day – despite
repeated attempts to write its obituary and declare
the end of history. In fact there is an international
upsurge of interest in the writings of Karl Marx.

To those who claim that the demise of large scale
industrial production in many developed countries is
the obverse of Marx’s expectations we may observe
that the relocation of industry to countries where
labour is cheap and non-unionised does not negate
Marx but in fact proves his salient points about the
class struggle and the law of capital seeking the
greatest degree of profit and a docile labour force.

However, as the Communist Manifesto pointed out,
capital grows the proletariat as it develops the
instruments of labour and industrialises. This new
work force of proletarians might be relatively passive
at first but they will learn to combine in their own
interests and become militant as class consciousness
is formed. The number of workers might well
decrease in some countries but they multiply in
others across the globe. Just think China and India,
Nigeria and Brazil. The fact that workers of advanced
capitalist countries have much more to lose than
their chains is owing not to the magnanimity of
capitalists but to the class struggle which won for
labour the right to form trade unions, the right to
strike, the eight hour day, better conditions of work,
decent housing and so on. All these advances are
today under the threat from the capitalist bosses
facing crises and perfectly in keeping with how Marx
understood the laws of capital.

Marx died on March 14th, 1883. Marxism, unlike
religious belief, is not cast in stone. It needs to be
enriched with new propositions and conclusions,
keeping pace with changing conditions. This is the
challenge every would-be revolutionary movement
is faced with.

In a world mired in capitalist crises, in which the
ownership of the means of production becomes
concentrated into fewer hands (the one percent
owning the lion’s share of all wealth), with the
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gap between rich and poor increasing
exponentially and obscenely, with international
monopoly capitalism and its free market
economics creating wastelands, mass
unemployment, starvation amidst the perennial
crises of overproduction where goods, land and
industry is laid waste, where pursuit of profit
devastates the planet, destroys the environment
affecting climate change and food security,
plunges the world into wars with nuclear arsenals
capable of the destruction of all life, humanity has
a profound weapon, more powerful than
imperialism’s weapons of mass destruction and

that is Marxism – a compass for the labouring
masses, vital for the strategic and tactical route to
socialism, vital for Africa and our country; as
relevant and necessary as ever.

What is essential today is an international solidarity
movement uniting the broad masses of people of all
lands under the leadership of organised labour, of
hand and brain, to stop in their tracks the perfidious
transnational corporations, their government tools,
and capitalism’s imperialist wars – towards a new
internationalism of the working class, labour
masses, and freedom loving people everywhere.
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The 14th National Congress discussed the question
of the relationship of the SACP to state and popular
power. In that context our congress sought to
resolve the question of the way in which the SACP
must participate in elections, through a
reconfigured alliance or a popular left front. It is
significant that we highlight the context that
underpinned the discussion at our 14th National
Congress. Firstly, at the time, the ANC-headed
Alliance relations had deteriorated with the leading
organ of the alliance having suffered a major crisis
of credibility. The ANC was showing serious signs of
inability to self-correct, to unite society and was
increasingly being reduced into a sectarian
instrument to pursue the self-interest of factionally
elected leaders.

Our 14th Party Congress mandated us to engage

our Alliance partners and other progressive forces
on the future possible modalities of SACP electoral
participation, as well as on forging a broader
popular left. The Central Committee has been
working hard to implement the resolution - which
mandated us to campaign for an electoral contest
within a reconfigured alliance. This was an
acknowledgment by congress that the current mode
of operation of the Alliance is outdated and in all
likelihood not suitable both for the new and future
conditions. Thus far, all Alliance partners have
expressed support for a discussion on the
reconfiguration of the Alliance.

Congress further mandated us to engage our
alliance partners on the tasks of building a popular
left front platform, not as an alternative to the
alliance but as a structural insurance to securing
working class interests. We are also aware that, as
Lenin warned, it is suicidal to throw the vanguard of
the working class into the battle alone, without firm
support from the broader working class. The forging
of a popular left front still has to be pursued, with or
without being an electoral platform or option, but
more so as a strategy to consolidate left unity and
working class power to drive the second radical
phase of the national democratic revolution, the
most direct road to socialism in our South African
reality.

The Districts continued to enrich our approach to
the necessary task of reconfiguring of the Alliance in
line with the SACP July 2017 Congress resolutions.
This task is not narrowly about the nonetheless
important question of electoral positioning. The
new situation and new prospects, as well as
persisting threats, on the political terrain require a
cohesive, united Alliance, more than ever. Such
cohesion will need to recognise the independence
of our respective formations, as well as our
collective responsibilities to each other to help
strengthen positive developments within each of
our formations, while correcting and isolating those
forces involved in deviations, factionalism and
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corruption. In the CC’s engagement with President
Ramaphosa we were encouraged by an active
illingness to take forward such discussions in this
spirit.

The land question

The Districts noted and welcomed the broad
outcomes of the ANC’s recent Land Summit. In
particular, we welcomed the fact that the ANC had
engaged with a wider range of rural activists, NGOs
and research institutes – breaking with the anti-
intellectual traditions that had taken a hold in the
recent past. The CC also welcomed the fact that the
evolving approach to the land question
acknowledged that much of the current legitimate
frustration at the slow pace of both rural and urban.

land transformation was the result of weak state

institutions, policy confusions and even

corruptionThe presentations to the District Councils

emphasised the importance of all three pillars of a

radical land reform programme that must prioritise

the working class and urban and rural poor -

restitution, redistribution and tenure security. In

particular, what is required is a much greater

emphasis on a forward looking land redistribution

programme as well as addressing the 60% of South

Africans who are outside of the formal individual

title deeds system - including farm-workers, labour

tenants, the millions in informal settlement, and in

ownerless buildings.
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Radical transformation of the financial sector

The Distsricts noted the work that is currently
underway at the National Economic Development
and Labour Council (Nedlac) towards the outcome
of the second financial sector summit scheduled to
take place in July. The first financial sector summit
was held a decade ago. Despite commendable
achievements that cushioned South Africa from the
worst impact of the 2008 global economic crisis, the
reality is that the untransformed systemic and
structural features of the financial sector persist.
The cost of financial services, such as housing
financing, remains exorbitant, and consumers are
heavily indebted.

The debt is driven by finance capital not to support

productive development but to fuel unproductive

consumption. Investment in productive activity

remains extremely poor, and unemployment,

inequality and poverty continue. The outcome of

the summit must therefore establish a firm basis

and pave the way to a radical transformation of the

financial sector. In particular, the systemic and

structural features of the financial sector, the

financial architecture and financial sector landscape,

must be transformed. The financial sector must be

de-monopolised and diversified and made to serve

the people. The high cost of banking and other

financial services must be radically reduced.
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As we commemorate the 1976 generation and the
contribution that generation has made to the pillars
of our national democratic revolution (NDR) in June
2018, Youth Month, we record that 25 May 2018
was more than an ordinary day for the Young
Communist League of South Africa (YCL); it was the
96th anniversary of founding the YCL. It is not easy
to establish a particular date that marks the birth of
an idea. Ideas unfold and take shape through twists
and turns. But the establishment of the YCL on 25
May 1922 is a milestone in the unfolding struggle
for socialism. As we celebrate our anniversary, we
are encouraged and guided by what the leader of
Chinese revolution, Mao Zedong told the Youth
Union in China: “study on one hand and recreation,
rest and sleep on the other should both receive
adequate attention. Therefore the youth must
study, sleep, work and play”.

Our challenge today, is how to follow this guidance
as young people ravaged by unemployment, poverty
and inequality. The YCL is a vehicle for mobilising

young people based on socialist ideals and a future

in which children and youth will be able to study, to

play, to work and to rest in a society moulded to

emancipate the full potential of all young people. In

line with the YCL Constitution, we are supposed to

recruit young people from all cultural and racial

backgrounds, between the ages of 14 and 35. YCL

members are organised from branch level. Our

membership is voluntary, with members expected

to play an active role in confronting the challenges

facing the youth. As a communist youth

organisation, we are distinguished from other

youthformations by our Marxist-Leninist ideological

stance and vision of the society we seek to build.

Our members, although not always communist at

the outset, are expected to learn over time and

understand the medium and long-term vision of the

SACP. We are an organisation of young people

whose main objective is to fight for socialism and

advance the political and organisational programme
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of the SACP, and in the short-term, to agitate for a
society that meets the basic demands of education,
health, work, land, housing and protection of the
environment. We must recruit, train and prepare
membership for the SACP. The YCL is a factory for
future communists. The YCL aims to organise young
people as an integral part of the workingclass
movement, struggling for socialism in which the
development of human beings will be the basis for
production and organising society. It is in this
society, as opposed to a system driven to maximise
profit for the few, that working-class power in all
spheres of life will be utilised to achieve human
development based on democracy that people will
be truly liberated.

We are the sons and daughters of the communist
heroes, sung and unsung, who held the baton as the
first generations of the YCL. Among them we salute
the YCL’s first National Secretary, Cde Sara Sable,
and Cde Ruth First, its second National Secretary,

and all who have followed in their footsteps. These

comrades laid the foundation for us, whose

contributions to building this organisation are

immeasurable, and who have faced labelling, insults

and scorn but remained true to their convictions.

In 2002, the SACP 11th Congress took a decision to

re-establish the YCL, which was realised at the 2003

Congress held at Vaal University. The prophets of

doom had declared that we would be just be

another failing project of an ideology that has failed.

Others, inside and outside the progressive

movement, wrote us off even before we had

started. We have a daunting task of breathing fresh

air into organising, political education and cadre

development. We must inspire, excite, and innovate

young people. We must build an active, exciting and

campaigning organisation. We must continue to be

relevant by taking up issues affecting young people.
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If we were to lose touch with the needs of the
youth, it would be hard to mobilise young people.
We owe our existence primarily to our members
and young people in general. It is important that we
understand the organisational, political and strategic
tasks facing the YCL: raising the class consciousness
of the youth, strengthening the organisation,
building alliances with other progressive youth
formations, defending and deepening the NDR and
struggling for socialism.

Our ultimate goal is to draw a mass of young people
from working class communities and the other
sympathetic youth into our fold. We should draw
ourstrength from the unity and organisation of our
members, and continue with the organisation
building project of mass recruitment, building
branches, campaigns on issues affecting the youth,
political education and ideological training, resource
mobilisation, cultural programmes and international
solidarity work.

As we move into our 97th year, and as we celebrate
Youth Month, as a Marxist-Leninist youth
organisation we must continue to recruit, train and
ideologically educate young communists who will.

have faith in the organisation’s founding principles,
who will value being members of the YCL, who are
prepared to sacrifice for the revolution,

who will be incorruptible members and leaders, and
who will act guided by our Marxist-Leninist
philosophy.

As we recruit, train and educate them, these young
communists should learn not to join organisations
for positions, but to serve the people and
organisation wholeheartedly, to be prepared to
sacrifice in defence of the people, to develop love
for the people, and serve the people and fight
factionalism, gate-keeping, corruption, and love of
money.

As we take forward youth struggles for socialism, we
say: we are the YCLSA of the SACP. We reject any
liquidationist attempts, being captured by forces
who oppose the SACP and its leadership, and who
seek to project us something other than the YCLSA
of the SACP. We are the sons and daughters of taxi
drivers, truck drivers, of “garden boys” and “kitchen
girls”, of farm workers, of hawkers and of poor
people, of people who are subjected to poverty,
unemployment and inequality by the brutal and
inhumane capitalist system. We are the children of
the 1976 generation, and we salute that generation:
A Luta Continua! As we celebrate our 96th
Anniversary and Youth Month 2018, we say: YCL is
alive, YCL leads!
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The assassination of Chris Hani outside his East
Rand home on the morning of 10 April 1993
plunged South Africa into crisis. The multi-party
negotiations, which had stuttered along in stop-start
mode for over two years, were now hanging by a
thread. Hani’s huge popular following was outraged,
tens of thousands spontaneously poured on to
streets throughout the country. A wide range of
other South Africans were numbed with shock.

As the country teetered, ANC president Nelson
Mandela was given air time on SATV to broadcast to
the nation, appealing for discipline, and to avoid
giving way to provocation. In these critical days, the
State President, FW De Klerk remained closeted in
the seclusion of his holiday home.

Many commentators on our negotiated transition

were later to observe that the effective transfer of

power from De Klerk to Mandela occurred, not with

the elections in April 1994, but in this critical week,

one year earlier.

Martin Tembisile “Chris” Hani was born on 28 June

1942 in the rural obscurity of Sabalele, in the

remote Cofimvaba district of the Transkei. His father,

Gilbert, was an unskilled migrant worker. His

mother, Mary, like so many other rural African

women, scratched some kind of survival from a tiny

plot. Six children were to be born to Gilbert and

Mary, but the first three died in infancy. There was

no clinic in the area, and infant deaths were

common. They named their fourth child Mbuyiselo

(“replacement”), and, when he survived, they

promised themselves the next child would survive

too. Child five was, accordingly, named Tembisile,

“promise”. Much later, in the 1960s, when he joined

the ANC’s armed wing, Umkhonto we Sizwe,

Tembisile adopted his younger brother’s name as his

nom de guerre - Christopher. And it is as “Chris” that

Tembisile has come to be remembered.

The young Hani started schooling in 1950 and,

despite the odds stacked against him, managed to

matriculate at the age of 16, twice completing two

standards in one year. In 1957, he left for the town

of Alice where he entered Form 4 at Lovedale, the

Eastern Cape’s leading mission school. Among

fellow learners were Griffith Mxenge, the human

rights lawyer assassinated in 1981, and Thabo

Mbeki. At Lovedale the Hani joined the ANC. In

1959 he enrolled at Fort Hare University, studying

Latin and English. Here he encountered Marxist

ideas, and joined the already illegal, underground

SACP. Marxism, he said later, helped him to

understand that oppression was not just about race,

but also class.
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“My conversion to Marxism”, he said, “also
deepened my non-racial perspective.”

In this period Govan Mbeki, father to Thabo Mbeki,
played a formative role in Hani’s development.
Teacher, intellectual and journalist, Govan Mbeki
was then the ANC’s National Executive Committee
member in charge of the Cape Province, he was also
the underground SACP’s contact person. It was not
just the intellectual alertness of Hani that attracted
Mbeki senior. The 1950s were a period of mass
mobilisation against the growing barrage of
apartheid laws. At Fort Hare, Hani became the
leader of a mobilising organisation known as “Force
Public”, which worked amongst the student body
and in neighbouring villages. Energetic, inspiring and
dedicated, the young Hani was beginning to develop
skills that would be his hall-mark.

Hani graduated from Fort Hare in April 1962, aged
19, and moved to Cape Town to take up a position
as an articled clerk in a law firm. But his political

involvement soon shifted him from the legal career

he had envisaged. The mass mobilisation of the

1950s had run into heavy repression. In the post-

Sharpeville period, ANC and SACP militants were

beginning to call for a turn to armed struggle. It was

in this context that Hani joined the recently

launched Umkhonto we Sizwe.

The early 1960s were tough but heady days for

young militants like Hani. There was a widespread

belief that armed actions would quickly bring whites

to their senses. After all, in Algeria a bitter but short

war had recently brought independence.

Decolonisation was beginning to sweep through

Africa, and an end to white minority rule in South

Africa could not be far off. These expectations of an

early liberation were held by many senior leaders in

the ANC, and by youthful militants. But the

apartheid government proved to be more resilient
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and obdurate than anticipated. Rather than
apartheid foundering, it was the ANC-led liberation
movement that was to suffer a major strategic
defeat in the first half of the 1960s.

But in 1962, Hani did not know that this was to be
the medium-term future. A few months after
arriving in Cape Town he was stopped at a road-
block and found with pamphlets attacking the
government’s proposed 90-day detention
legislation. After a period in detention he was
charged under the Suppression of Communism Act
and released on bail. A few months later he was
again in detention. After slipping out of the country
to attend the ANC’s National Conference in Lobatsi,
Botswana, he was arrested at the border post as he
tried to return. He was sentenced to 18 months, but
again released on bail pending appeal.

Early in 1963 Hani lost his appeal and was instructed
by the ANC not to go to prison. He went into hiding
for four months, and was then visited by Govan
Mbeki with a message: “We want you to leave the
country to undergo military training.” It would be 27
years before Hani would again return to South Africa
- return legally, that is. He travelled via Tanzania to
the Soviet Union, and received military training. In
1964 he was back in Tanzania, along with dozens of
other young MK soldiers. More were returning from
training, but they could not easily be deployed back
into South Africa. Apartheid South Africa was still
surrounded by a buffer of white-ruled states.

“Those of us in the camp in the sixties did not have
a profound understanding of the problems”, Hani
remembered later. “Most of us were very young, in
our early twenties. We were impatient to get into
action. Don’t tell us there are no routes, we used to
say. We must be deployed to find routes. That’s
what we were trained for!” Hani became the
leading spokes-person for militant MK soldiers who
felt the leadership was too complacent. After
writing a formal petition, Hani found himself in hot
water with the camp leadership, and he was
detained by his own organisation for a while. He

was, however, released when his plight came to the
attention of more senior ANC leaders, notably Joe
Slovo.

Slovo and others agreed that action was imperative,
to lift morale not just in the camps but at home. The
beginnings of guerrilla struggle in
Rhodesia/Zimbabwe seemed to offer possibilities.
The ANC had developed close relations with Joshua
Nkomo’s ZAPU, and its armed wing, ZIPRA. In July
1967 30 MK and 20 ZIPRA members crossed the
Zambezi River from Zambia into Rhodesia. The
commander of the combined unit was ZIPRA’s John
Dube, Chris was the unit’s commissar. Across the
river, they split into two units, one moving
eastwards to set up a base within Rhodesia to keep
the route open for further infiltration. The second
unit, with Hani, moved westward, with its final
objective to cross into South Africa.

Both units moved through the Wankie Game
Reserve. The eastern unit’s presence was detected
by the Rhodesian security forces within three days
of the crossing. After 17 days of marching, spotter
planes began to overfly Hani’s group, they too had
been detected. On the twentieth day there was a
fire-fight which left two dead on either side. Hani’s
unit walked through the next night and the
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following morning, in the afternoon there was a
second engagement, with more deaths on the
Rhodesian side. This cat and mouse game continued
for nearly two months, with Chris, Dube and five
others finally crossing into Botswana.

As a military operation the 1967 “Wankie
Campaign”, as it came to be known in ANC ranks,
did not succeed in its strategic aims - to establish
bases in Rhodesia and to infiltrate guerrillas into
South Africa itself. But it marked the first major
guerrilla battles by MK, and although MK suffered
losses, it succeeded also in inflicting casualties on
the other side. In the late 1960s, the granite years of
apartheid, the Wankie Campaign and Hani’s own
exploits, became a symbol of the will to resist. The
foundations of the Hani legend were beginning to
be laid.

After a brief spell in a Botswana jail, Hani was
expelled to Lusaka. The imperative of deploying into
South Africa, and of establishing effective rear bases
remained - as did Hani’s determination to be an
active part of these efforts. In 1974 it was decided
to deploy Hani into the land-locked Lesotho, to set
up an ANC base. He travelled secretly to Botswana
and clandestinely crossed the South African border.
He then walked all the way to Lesotho. He set up
base in Maseru, but also made four clandestine trips
into South Africa in the course of 1975. Hani’s
Lesotho underground machinery was established
just in time to deal with the sudden influx of
hundreds of student militants, mobilised by the
1976-7 student uprisings.

Thenjiwe Mtintso, the former deputy secretary
general of the ANC, went to Lesotho in 1980 as an
activist in the Black Consciousness Movement of
Azania. She had no intention of joining the ANC, but
went to visit Hani nonetheless in Maseru. “He made
me feel as if he had just arrived from South Africa,
instead of me”, she remembers. The Hani house,
popularly known as “Moscow”, was always full of
comrades. This was, of course, highly dangerous. In
June 1980 there was an assassination attempt on

Hani as he was driving home after visiting new

arrivals. In September his driver and car

disappeared. In 1981 shots were again fired at him.

In October 1982, the ANC decided to withdraw Hani

to Lusaka, just two months later an SADF raid on

Maseru killed 42 people. The Hani house was

raided, but it was empty.

Back in Lusaka, Hani was appointed Army

Commissar, number three in MK. His appointment

came at a time when morale was extremely low in

the camps. The struggles of the 1970s and 80s had

greatly swelled the numbers of recruits, but the

difficulties of returning cadres back into the country

persisted. In this period Hani tirelessly toured MK

camps in Angola, listening attentively to angry

outbursts of frustration. Exile, especially a

prolonged exile is a difficult reality. The ANC came

through three decades of diaspora relatively intact,

but there were strains and some mutinies in MK

Angolan camps. For many in the ANC, Hani’s most

outstanding contribution is reckoned to be his

patient and empathetic handling of these difficulties

in those years.
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Hani returned to South Africa in August 1990, a hero

to a great majority of South Africans. Several

opinion polls at the time showed he was easily the

second most popular politician in South Africa, after

Nelson Mandela. He shifted in December 1991 from

his post in MK, to become general secretary of the

SACP. He spent the last years of his life tirelessly

addressing meetings through the length and

breadth of South Africa, village gatherings, shop

stewards councils, street committees. Some

sections of the media presented him as a “hawk”

opposed to negotiations. In fact, Hani lent all of his

authority and military prestige to defend

negotiations, often speaking patiently to very

sceptical youth, or communities suffering the brunt

of Third Force violence.

In their TRC amnesty application, the two convicted

killers of Hani, Janus Waluz and Clive Derby-Lewis,

admitted they had hoped to derail negotiations by

unleashing a wave of race hatred and civil war. It is a

tribute to the maturity of South Africans of all

persuasions, and it is a tribute to the memory of

Hani, that his death, tragically but factually, finally

brought focus and urgency to our negotiated

settlement.
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Announcements  

Let your voice be heard write to the editorial team at
yclsa.nc@gmail.com!

Please send your letters/views/comments to the editorial
team, we want to publish your inputs in the next edition of
the Red Voice

Banking Details: Let us fund our Revolution!

YCLSA FNB 62210860038 - Cheque Acc.
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