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HOLA.BAToHA:

The National Committee (NC) of the Young Communist League (YCL) met in Johannesburg from Friday, 25
August until Sunday, 27 August in Johannesburg. This isa Summary of decisions taken from thatmeeting.

We Demand Political Leadership on HIV/AIDS!

The National Committee had an extensive
engagement on the progress made towards the fight
againg HIV/AIDS, our own programme in this regard
and the continued callsmade for the Minister of Health
to resign.

The YCL stands for a comprehendve approach to
defeat the HIV/AIDS pandemic. This requires a multi-
pronged stateled and people-driven strategy to build a
decommodified, well-resourced, strong and efficient
publichealth system.

This also requires a renewed challenge to the

continuation of profiteering by drug companies at the
expense of ourpeople.

For this to be possible, the YCL demands decisive,
unequivocal and principled political leadership from
President Thabo Mbeki, Minister o Health Manto
Tshabalala-Msamang and all of government.

Our country cannot afford the confusing statements
bordeing on AIDS denialism from any section of

governrment. We also call on the government to open
dialogue and inter-action with the TAC and all mass
movements fighting the HIV/AIDS pandemic.

We cannot afford division and confusion on this
pandemic which is threateningthe fabric of our society.

In this regard, we call on government to proceed

without hesitaion on the roll-out of anti-retro \iral drug
to the Westville prison, other prisons and all those who

need them in our courtry.

YCL structures are further called upon to ensure that
they intensify work on care, education and the
continued demand for treatment in line with our

Defiance Campaign.O

In this Issue

* Fomward to the National Congress

* Demand for the release of the Jali Report

* Demand the Right to Work to be
Constitutionalised

* Foward to the 9" National Congress of
COSATU

* Keep Waluz Jaluz andClive Derby Lewis in
Prison.

Editorial Team:
Buti Manamela (National Secretary)
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i National Congress Prepa ations

CRUSH
CAPITALISM!

: The 2"YNational Congress of the YCL wil be
i held in Umlazi, KwaZulu Natal from the 13 —
: 17 December2006. The venue is

¢ Mangoauthu Tachnikon.

i Thiswillbe an exciting Congress with an

i extensive Politial Programme and a culural

i and intemational exchange lined up for that

: weekend.

¢ Onethousand of the delegates will be fram

: branches, districts and provindid structures,

: and will deliberate on the pogress made

i since the last Congress and the wayforward

: for the coming three years.

i All branches are expected to be ready for

! Congress, thatis, be in good standing, in

i order to participate, by the 15 of September.

¢ We will be starting with the auditof all

i branches on the 16 of September and ae

expecting all to be ready.Q

. .
.......................................................................

Hola Batsha: YCL National Committee Bulletin



3

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Forward to the 2nd

National Congress of
the YCL

From 14 to 17 December 2006, the YCL will hold
its 2nd National Congress at the Mangosuthu
Technkon, Umlazi Township, and eThekwini in the
KwaZulu Nata province. This will be the first
Natiomal Congress since our organisation wasre-
establiished in December 2003.

This2nd National Congresswill bring together
1,000delegates from more than 600 banches, 29
districts and 9 provincal structures of the YCL,
repreenting 30,000 members. This issignificant
growth of a communig and pditical youth
organisation inpost-apartheid South Africa. Inthe
2 years and eight months of our existence, we
have built an active, campaigning, vibrant and
exciting organisation of young communists. We are
proudof our YCL: itisa significant poltical factor
with political and social weightin our society and is
one of the leadng youth political organisations.

In the three monthsleading to our Congress, all
our members will be actively engaged in
organsational and poltical discussion on the
following issues:

e The social and living conditions of young
people in South Africa today;

e YCL policy alternatives oneconomic policy
and youthunemployment;

e Why South Africamust provide free and
compulsory education from first grade to
tertiary education; and

e The role of young people in the struggle for
socialismin South Africa, YCL perspectives on
the South Africanroad to socialism and the
YCL position that the SACP must contest
elkectionsin it own right.

These will be released publiclyas discussion
documents at the end of September2006. The
YCL calls on all South African youth tojoin its
membersin discussion of these keyisuue s which

will determine their own future.
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There must be Work and Security: Defy
Capitalism and Constitutionalise the

Right to Work!

The YCL believes that the ownership and control of
our economy by a mere five monopoly capitaligs (Old
Mutual, Sanlam, Liberty Group, Anglo Amerian and
the Rembrandt Group)is unjustand the pimary cause
of the massive inequality and poverty that we face asa
country. These monopoly capitalists continue to

structure the emnomy in their narrow profit-maximising
interests.

They have collectivdy failed to inwest in a living
wage, decent work, job creation and social
development. The GEAR and ASGISA economic policy
packages have not chdlenged the interests of these
sections of monopoly capital. The YCL also noted and
apprecated the comments by President Mbeki at the
4th Nelson Mandela Annual Lecture.

However, President Mbeki's appeals for solidarity are
not sufficient to change the structure of our economy
for the better.

On this basis the YCL reaffims its rejection of the
ASGISA policy which isbased on the same neodiberal
thrust that informed GEAR.

In the view of the YCL, ASGISA continues with this
illusion that the redistribution of our country's wealth
must be put on the back burner whilst capitalists
continue to grow their profits with capitalist economic
growth.

The YCL calls for economic policy which places the
redistribution of our country’s wealth as a sustainable

basis for propoor and proyouth scio-economic
development.

The ASGISA assumptions of lowering the costs of
doing business amount to more secure profits for the
bosses, in particular the big five monopdy capitalistsin
our country (Old Mutual, Sanlam, Liberty Group, Anglo

American and the Rembrandt Group), and greater
insecutity for the workers and the poor.

The GEAR and ASGISA policies are a far cry from
what the Freedom Charter called for.

Cont on next page.

Hola Batsha: YCL National Committee Bulletin



The Freedom Charter correctly said that "The state congtitution as a fundamental human right;

shall recognise the right and duty of all to work, and to ¢ 1 year guaranteed work in the Expanded Public

draw full unemployment benefits... There shall be a Works Programmes at the minimum wage for the

forty-hour working week, a national minimum wage, relevantsector of work;

paid annual leave and sick leave for dl workers, and ¢ An unemployment allowance, starting with a basic

materrity leave on full pay for all working mothers". In income grant;

inclusion of the right to work in the South African can lookfor work

constiuton. e Areduction in the working week without loss of
Thiswill be an important firg step in order b put a pay;

A moratorium on retrenchments;

constiutional obligation on the state to provide work
and unemployment benefits to all dtizens of our An end to casualisation;

country. The YCL callsfor the right of all to workto be Skills training prioriised in line with social needs,
made real through higher levels of corporate tax, and

massive state investment in social and economic Reverse privatisation and take those assets sold
expendture, a state-led industrial strategy, support off backinto public ownership.

and promotion of co-operatives, the creation of

worker- and community-owned and democratically  Thes demands are part of the YCL sown Defiance
controled enterprises, as well as the creation of Campaign which we launched in March 2006. In
decent work on the basis of a living wage indead of  taking forward both ampaigns, the YCL will organise
low wages, casualisation and autsourcing. its members, activistsand our country’s youth behind

It is forall these reasons that the YCL supportsand these demands.
joins the Rightto WorkCampaign (R2W Campaign).

As part of the R2W Campaign,we support the

following demands:

e The Rightto Workmust be guarankeed in the

......0............0..........0...0.0..........O........

Forward to the 9th COSATU National Congress

The YCL salutes the Congress of South African Trade Unionsand itsaffiliatesas theyprepare for the 9th
National Congress. COSATU remains an inspiration, shield and hope to many young workers who face daily
exploiation in farms, tele-centres, cash tills, and milling machines where they piovide cheap labour to the
benefitof their employers.

The YCL regards thisCOSATU Congress asan important moment for building the unity and cohesion of
the trade union movement on the basisof worker leadership, COSATU’s own socialist principles the
rejection of attempts to divide union leadership,and the defeat of capitalist, and anti-worker influences on
workers and trade union structures. Asyoung workers, we have the fullest confidence in the collective
leadership and membership of COSATU to 1ise to this challenge.

The YCL also calls on young workersto use this COSATU Congress as an opportunity to join trade unions
to defend and advance theirinterests. Better educationis not sufficient to proted young workersagainst
casualisation and bad working conditions. In line with the long-¢anding goal of COSATU to break the 2-
million membership mark, the YCL commits to working with COSAT U to mobilise young people into trade

unions The YCQL will participatein the COSATU Congress.

KeepWaluz Jaluz and Clive DerbyLewis in Prison

A lot of work has been done relating to the Chris Hani Inquest at both national and Western Cape
province. We need to intensify the Signature Campaign, which we should submit nex year to the
presidency and the M inistry of Justice in order to have the inquest reopened. We further need to ensure
that wepublicly oppose any irtention of releasing both Waluz Jaluz and Clive Derby — Lewis through a
presidential pardon.
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Latest Developments in matters
related to the ANC Deputy President

The YCL NC dso received an update on :
the lateg develgpmentsin matters relating -
to the ANC Deputy Preddent, Cde. Jacob :
Zuma. The YCL reiterates its support of :
the rights of Cde. Zumato a free, fair, :
unbiased, speedy trial, and the :
presumption of innocence until proven :
otherwise. :

Justice delayed is justice denied. We :
also note the decision ofthe pariamentary :
committee to question the report of the :
Inspector General on the hoax emails. :
This reaffirms our long-ganding view of :
the abuse of state resources for political :
agendas We cdl on all those involved to  :
desist fom doing this. :

The YCL NC dso supports the SACP :
call for the re-opening ofthe arms deal to
public scrutiny gven reent revelations :
which point to possible misconduct and :
corruption. Importantly, his public scrutiny 3
must alo question the economicbenefits  :
and assumptions of the ams deal in light ~ :
of other social and economic expenditure

which needs to be prioritised.
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For more information contact CASTRO
NGOBESE

Cell: 082 567 3557

Tel: 011 339 3621

Fax: 011 339 4244

RELEASE THE JALI REPORT

FOCUS ON JUVENILES

In the Western Cape, we must take up the whole isue of
juvenile prisoners Recently, there where programmes focusing
on the abuse thatthese people are subjected to, the state of the
prisons, HIV/AIDS pandemic, condtions for rehahilitation, access
to education and recreation and many otherissue s

A factor that has not really come up has been that of the Jali
Report, after an extensive investigation and healings conducted
by the Jai Comisson.

We will be taking up the issuue of juvenile pilisoners and
generallythe crises facing South African prisons. The other issue
isthat of prisoners awaiting tial, most of these being for petty-
crimes, which hits at the heart of administrative justice and the
capacity of the entire ciminal justice system to afford each
citizen their right to a free and fair trail as gpeedilyas possible.

The safety of arrectional senvice officers in prison given the
increasing crime levels in our prisons should be an important
other issue. Popcru should be ourimportant ally in this campaign.

We hawe beeninundated by letters from young prisoners who
are either due for release and wants to be incorporated into the
YCL and society, or are ®rving terms and want the YCL to raise
this or that matter on ther behalf. We should take all of these
matters seriously under the theme “prisoners have human rights
too”.

JOIN YCL PICKETS AT THE SPANISH EMBASSY
WE DEMANDS:
* The Unbanning of Batasuna and ETA

* Release of all Political Prisoners

* Right of national self-determination of the Basque
* Lifting of Ban to YCL and SACP National Leaders
Details to be released soon!

PROVINCIAL CONTACTS

EASTERN CAPE (TEBOHO GQOLOSHA)
FREE STATE (TEBOHO KHOL OANYANE)
GAUTENG (SABELONGWAANE)
KWAZULU NATAL (KHAYBLIHLE NKWANYANA)
LIMPOPO (SOVIET LEKGANYANE)
MPUMALANGA (MANDLA TIBANE)
NORTHWEST (ALFRED DIKOLE)
NORTHERN CAPE (KABELO MOHIBIDO)
WESTERN CAPE (JAZZEM OKOENA)
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