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EDITORIAL POLICY

2025 - The Year of the Branch: Consolodate the
Youth Voice for State Power

Bottomline is the publication of the Young Communist League of
South Africa (YCLSA), also known as UFASIMBA. As a unique
and revolutionary publication, Bottomline stands in stark contrast
to many other South African publications that are either privately
owned or part of media monopolies. It is dedicated to educating,
liberating, and agitating the working-class youth of South Africa,
serving as a voice for progressive ideas and the struggles of the
working class. This publication is a testament to the YCLSA's
legacy as the oldest youth movement and the first non-racial youth
organisation on the African continent.

Our mission is to create a publication that not only informs but also
mobilises young people toward active participation in the class
struggle, gender equality, and national liberation. We envision
Bottomline as a tool for ideological empowerment, contributing to
the broader movement for social justice and working-class
liberation. Bottomline thus endeavours to cultivate a politically
aware and active youth population that is not only conscious of the
socio-economic challenges they face but also empowered to take
meaningful action. Our goal is to equip young revolutionaries with
the knowledge and tools necessary to contribute effectively to the
ongoing struggle for social justice, equality, and the realization of a
truly democratic society.

Therefore this publication is not merely a newsletter; it is a tool for
education, advocacy, and the promotion of youth development
within the broader context of our socialist and democratic values.
This editorial policy outlines the guiding principles, editorial
standards, and content curation strategies that will steer our
editorial mandate as we strive to inform, inspire, and empower our
readership.



Editorial Principles
1. Youth-Centric Focus:

. Content must prioritize issues relevant to the youth of South
Africa, including but not limited to education, employment,
health, social justice, technology, and environmental
sustainability.

« We will amplify the voices of young leaders, activists, and
innovators, ensuring that our publication reflects the diversity
and dynamism of South Africa's youth.

2. Accuracy and Credibility:

« All content published in Bottomline must be factually accurate,
well-researched, and supported by credible sources. We
commit to rigorous fact-checking and verification processes to
maintain the integrity of our publication.

« Contributors must cite all sources appropriately and provide
context to ensure readers have a clear understanding of the
information presented.

3. Balanced Representation:

. While Bottomline is a publication of the YCLSA, it is essential
that we provide a platform for a range of perspectives within
the progressive youth movement. We welcome contributions
from various youth organizations and individuals who share
our commitment to social justice and youth empowerment for
socialism.

. Editorial content should reflect a balanced representation of
gender, race, and socio-economic backgrounds, ensuring that
all voices are heard and valued.



4. Advocacy and Activism:

« Our publication will serve as a tool for advocacy, promoting
policies and actions that align with the values of the YCLSA
and the broader progressive movement. We will highlight
campaigns, initiatives, and events that advance the cause of
youth empowerment and social justice.

. Editorials, opinion pieces, and commentaries will encourage
active participation in social and political discourse, urging our
readers to engage in meaningful activism.

5. Ethical Journalism:

. Bottomline adheres to the highest standards of ethical
journalism, including respect for privacy, avoidance of conflicts
of interest, and a commitment to fairness and impartiality in
reporting.

« We will not publish content that is discriminatory,
inflammatory, or harmful. Our editorial team will exercise
discretion in selecting content that aligns with our mission and
values.

Content Curation and Submission Guidelines
1. Content Types:

. Bottomline will feature a mix of news articles, opinion pieces,
interviews, profiles, reports, and creative content such as
poetry and artwork that resonate with our readership.

« Regular features will include updates on YCLSA activities,
policy discussions, and coverage of significant events such as
the BRICS Youth Summit and national youth campaigns.



2. Submission Process:

- We welcome contributions from YCLSA members, youth
organisations, and allied individuals. All submissions should
adhere to our editorial principles and be submitted in a timely
manner to meet publication deadlines.

« The editorial team will review submissions for alignment with
our mission, accuracy, and overall quality. Feedback will be
provided to contributors, and revisions may be requested to
ensure the highest standard of content.

3. Editorial Review:

- The editorial team, led by the Editor-in-Chief, will oversee the
content selection and editing process. We will work
collaboratively with contributors to refine content, ensuring that
it meets our publication standards while retaining the authentic
voice of the author.

Design and Presentation
- The design of Bottomline will be bold and revolutionary,
reflecting its role as a platform for radical youth discourse. The

layout will prioritize readability and accessibility, with a clean
and minimalist modern aesthetic.

This editorial policy is a living document, evolving to meet the
needs of our readers and the broader youth movement.

Editor in Chief, Mzwandile Thakhudi

YCLSA 6th Congress - National Secretary



DELIVERED BY RONNIE KARSRILS
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YCLSA National Secretary, Mzwandile
Thakhudi hands over a small token of
appreciation from the YCLSA to SACP

SACP veteran Ronnie Kasrils delivers the vetersn Rontie Kasri.

Ruth First Centenary Lecture

In this special edition of Bottomline, we present the profound
paper delivered as the Ruth First Centenary Commemoration
Lecture by Comrade Ronnie Kasrils, a distinguished member and
of the SACP Central Committee and former government minister.
As you read this insightful piece, we also share a selection of
images from the commemorative event, capturing the spirit and
significance of this important occasion.
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THE REVOLUTIONARY LIFE & TIMES
OF RUTH FIRST & HER LEGACY

Ruth First’s Truth Lasts

Ronnie Kasrils

It is an honour to have been invited by the Young Communist League (YCL) to
deliver this lecture concerning one of its most illustrious former leaders,
Comrade Ruth First. More especially since this is the centenary year of her
birth; the 80mn anniversary of the victory over Nazi Germany and the 70w

anniversary of the adoption of the Freedom Charter. The events marked by
these anniversaries, aligning with the struggle to free our country from race and
class oppression, were seminal to shaping her entire life. It was after the critical
years of that Second World War (1939-45) that she became secretary of the
YCL.

Born in Johannesburg on 4n May, 1925, (almost sharing a birth date with Karl

Marx — born 5 May, 1808), Ruth Heloise First was an outstanding revolutionary,
passionate about justice and equality, who, through her Marxist education and
practical experience, became focussed on developing ideas to drive social
action. This can be seen in her range of endeavours as revolutionary scholar,
investigative journalist and researcher; political activist, orator and organiser;
and her membership of the South African Communist Party (SACP) until her
death.

Ruth was interested in organisational methods and the development of critical
ideas as drivers of social action. She had the honesty, courage and sharpness
of intellect to break with conventional wisdom. A heroine of the African National
Congress (ANC), SACP and liberation movement; she was a dangerous thorn
in Apartheid’s flesh and marked down by the regime for persecution and
elimination. She was assassinated on 17w August, 1982, in Maputo, at the age

of 57. Her creative ideas and scholarship, coupled with her inspiring life remain
of immense value to this day. Given the enormous socio-economic problems
facing our country, the stark challenges confronted by the National Democratic
Revolution (NDR), and the grim international situation, her life bears close study
by all patriots, and particularly the SACP, the YCL and a younger generation of
South Africans.
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Phases of her life

In order to understand Ruth in context, | aim to highlight:

An understanding of the role of the individual in history as a basis for
reflecting on Ruth First’s life and contribution in the realm of her ideas and

action;

Her family background and the early formative years that shaped her;
Her activity in the YCL and graduation at the University of Witwatersrand
(Wits) in 1946;

Her career as an investigative reporter and editor of liberation movement
journals;

Her activism in the 1950’s including membership of the underground
SACP and her work with the ANC and Congress Movement, including
being one of the 156 Treason Trialists (arrested in 1956) along with her
husband Joe Slovo;

Her clandestine work following the Sharpeville Massacre of 1960, and,
among other things, her support for the ANC’s military wing, Umkhonto
We Sizwe (MK), leading to a harrowing detention of 117 days in solitary
confinement; and subsequent exile in 1964;

The exile years in Britain 1964-1977, as an internationally acclaimed Anti-
Apartheid Movement (AAM) figure, and university lecturer; publishing nine
books with a focus on Africa;

The final chapter of her life, 1977-1982, as professor of social research in
Maputo; and activism with Frelimo, ANC, MK and SACP; to her tragic
death;

And finally, a consideration of what Ruth’s life teaches us in the critical
challenges we face in South Africa and the region today.
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Marxism

Marxism teaches that the masses make history, without ignoring the
crucial role of the individual in the development of revolutionary ideas,
scientific discoveries and inspiring great social forces in altering the world.
Ruth was rigorous about political studies and took to heart Marx’'s Theses
on Feuerbach and its famous conclusion: “Philosophers have hitherto
only interpreted the world in various ways; the point is to change it.”
Throughout her life she sought the dialectical interplay between theory
and practise as both an analyser and activist. She was committed to
testing ideas in practise, making an invaluable contribution to the field of
ideas. She was a fierce antagonist of dogma and the substitution of
sloganizing and mechanical schemata in place of rigorous thinking; in the
first place challenging her own mind. She was not afraid of ruffling the
feathers of fellow comrades.

Mandela’s generation, of which Ruth First was an integral part, referred to
themselves as being “products of the struggle.” This reflected their
understanding of the material conditions and ideas that shaped them;
gave them strength and determination; and enriched their understanding
of what needed to be done to overthrow white supremacy and attain
freedom and equality for their people. Shared understanding and
objectives brought them together as an organised collective of individuals
with enduring personal ties, from different ethnic, class and racial
backgrounds.

Ruth First was one such person and we seek to understand her in
historical context: growing up in a world at war against fascism and within
her geographic and social space, initially as a privileged white South
African — a drama contextualised within a country deeply divided along
race and class lines; colonised for almost three centuries up to the time of
her birth; and coming under an even more brutal and rigid apartheid
system as she attained adulthood.
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Roots

Clearly Ruth’s upbringing and awareness motivated her to see what most
whites chose not to see and led her to seek the truth; to understand and
to act resolutely against injustice, which required high moral principles
and courage.

Ruth First was born into an upwardly mobile, secular Jewish middle-class
home. Her parents, Julius and Tilly First, were members of the
Communist Party of South Africa (CPSA), so it can be said she was a
Bolshevik Baby, and her mother in particular encouraged her to study
Marxism and read widely. Julius and Tilly had arrived in the country as
children in the opening decade of the 20n Century, with the wave of

Jewish immigrants, to meet and marry by the time the CPSA was
established in 1921, just four years before Ruth’s birth. They hailed from
Latvia and Lithuania respectively, then part of the Czarist Russian Empire
where Jews suffered from severe discrimination as second-class
subjects. Such immigrants were working class, artisans and small traders,
having survived poverty and bloody antisemitic, xenophobic pogroms.
Many, but by no means the majority, were fervently religious, but very few
were Zionists seeking salvation in Palestine. If anything, the USA was
where most dreamed of emigrating to; with South Africa being among
other destinations.

The founder members of the CPSA were a mix of radical white workers
and socialists from Europe among them S.P. Bunting, Ivor Jones and Bill
Andrews. By the time of Ruth’s birth, Tilly was a member, alongside the
first black leaders to rise to prominence, including Albert Nzula, Edwin
Mafutsanyana, Josie Palmer, J.B. Marks, Johannes Nkosi, James La
Guma, Johnny Gomez, Yusuf Dadoo and Moses Kotane, demonstrating
the young Party’s growing outreach. T.W. Thibedi, became the first black
person elected to the Party’s central committee.

Julius First founded a furniture factory which in later years when the Party

was banned served as a refuge for comrades avoiding the police or as
the venue for clandestine Party meetings.
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Ruth grew up in a household, where intense political debate took place
among people of all races. Her parents had participated in the early Party
discourse around the role of the white working class; the 1922 white
miner’s revolt; the Communist International (Comintern) “Black Republic”
thesis which led to an upsurge in black membership; the purge within the
CPSA during the 1930s; revival of Party activity during World War Two
and its support for the Soviet Union. Inevitably all this influenced Ruth, as
she grew up hearing her parents discussing these arguments with
comrades.

Ruth grew up in a household, where intense political debate took place
among people of all races. Her parents had participated in the early Party
discourse around the role of the white working class; the 1922 white
miner’s revolt; the Communist International (Comintern) “Black Republic”
thesis which led to an upsurge in black membership; the purge within the
CPSA during the 1930s; revival of Party activity during World War Two
and its support for the Soviet Union. Inevitably all this influenced Ruth, as
she grew up hearing her parents discussing these arguments with
comrades.

She became politically aware at her parents’ knees. Her mother, in
particular, fostered her interest in reading and advised her on quality
literature to read. At the age of 14, she joined the Junior Left Book Club,
where youngsters discussed books and pulled slips of paper from a hat
with topics to research and report back on. It was a wonderful way of
involving young people, growing their self-confidence, and fostering an
appreciation of self-discipline.

By the time Ruth was a teenager, the debates in the party had evolved
with the influx of black workers into the Party ranks, and it was actively
developing strategies to link national liberation with socialism — a process
which crystallised when she had become a prominent member in the
1950’s. She listened attentively, and must have observed how diverse the
views. were, and how the Party’s positions could shift over time.

The political-economy of South Africa had undergone a seismic
transformation by the time Ruth was born; the consequences of which
shaped the times. The discovery of gold, a mere 39 years previously,
profoundly changed the country and its people.
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Johannesburg at the time of Ruth’s birth was a young, brash city, fast
growing and urban, a melting pot of people, with harsh exploitative
conditions facing the black population, many living in shanty towns on the
periphery, while the dominant Mining Houses, Randlords and pro-British
influence ruled the roost.

The South African War between Boer and British, essentially a war for
control over resources and wealth; the emergence of an African
proletariat and the challenge to white supremacy and capital by the
awakening giants of black labour, trade unionism and African nationalism,
shaped the responses of revolutionaries of all stripes. The dual cleavage
of class and colour in the country was reflected in the existence of the
leading proponents of class and national struggle, initially set on different
paths, which converged in the struggles to come — namely the CPSA and
the ANC. The leading comrades of Ruth’s generation were central to the
debate about the road to national and social emancipation; two stages or
one; alliance with the ANC or not; and development of Colonialism of a
Special Type (CST) and the National Democratic Revolution (NDR) as
the road to power.

YCL Secretary

Ruth matriculated at Jeppe Girls at the age of 16, receiving an education
designed like that offered at other schools of its type to churn out white
youngsters loyal to British ruling class traditions and ideology — something
she was inoculated against. By the time she started a sociology degree at
the University of the Witwatersrand (Wits) in 1942, she became active in
student politics, and joined the YCL.

It was at university that Ruth became acquainted with Nelson Mandela,
Eduardo Mondlane — later President of Frelimo the Mozambican liberation
movement — JN Singh and Ismail Meer, who became leaders of the South
African Indian Congress; and later Joe Slovo, studying law after army
service in ltaly. Lifelong communist Norman Levy, then aged 14,
describes the impact she made on him, when he attended his first YCL
meeting when Ruth had become secretary: “l still see her image as she
was at that first meeting”, he writes fifty years later, “eighteen, curly-
haired, short and ill at ease, pursuing her points at breakneck speed.
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She was earnest, self-conscious, and miserable with caring, but it was
her energy and directness that marked her out from others.”

Among some thirty “others” present were the leading theoretician and
scholar Lionel Foreman, Paul Joseph, Lucas Masebe — YCL national
chairman, (possibly) Ahmed Kathrada, and the young man, her age, she
married five years later, Joe Slovo. Despite appearing to Norman as Fill
at ease” he points out that “Ruth and Lionel were the stars, however,
and whatever fired them also drove the others.” (Norman Levy: The
Final Prize — My life in the anti-apartheid struggle; South African History
Online, 2011, pp 14-15).

| heard from one of her many admirers of the time, | think it was either
Wolfie Kodesh or Ronnie Press, that both racist students and Trotskyist
students, waxing irate over Ruth’s merciless denunciations, would chant
“‘Ruth First, Truth Last!” To which her supporters would respond: “Ruth
First’s Truth Lasts!”

She graduated with a BA (Social Studies), from Wits in 1946, obtaining
first class passes in sociology, anthropology, economic history and so-
called native administration. She was never destined to be an ivory
tower academic, but was driven by Marx’s maxim: “understand the world
and change it.”
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Tempestuous Years

Ruth’s development as a foremost revolutionary theorist, teacher, writer
and activist was honed through the tempestuous times of the 1940s-
1950s. From the young orator rallying public support against fascism
during World War Two, she became an active foot soldier duplicating and
distributing leaflets during the 1946 African Mine worker’s strike.

During the height of the struggle in the 1950s, in which she played a
central and significant role, issues were resolved not from ivory tower, or
through purist notions, but in the harsh school of practical struggle, where
the paths of class struggle and national resistance converged into a
unique alliance between communists and nationalist revolutionaries — an
achievement rarely seen in anti-colonial struggles.

Following the banning of the CPSA in 1950 she was part of the trusted
circle in 1953 reviving the Party in its clandestine form as the SACP. As
journalist she was searing and tireless in exposing the brutality of the
apartheid regime; and was at the front-line reporting on the Defiance
Campaign. She was a leader of the Congress of Democrats (COD), which
she helped establish in 1953 — the small grouping of whites aligned with
the ANC, Indian Congress, Coloured People’s Congress, and the South
African Congress of Trade Unions (Sactu). But for a government banning
order she would have attended the historic Congress of the People at
Kliptown in 1955. From the shadows she assisted in formulating the
Freedom Charter. Together with husband Joe Slovo, whom she wed in
1949 — and who had become a leading advocate — she was among the
156 accused in the marathon Treason Trial (1956-1961) at the age of 31.
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Revolutionary Journalism

After a short stint as a researcher for the Johannesburg City Council,
during which she also taught African workers in the Party’s evening
school, she was drawn into journalism, working for the Guardian, a
crusading, socialist weekly which became increasingly supportive of the
ANC-led liberation movement, with communists keeping it running. For a
decade it survived consecutive banning orders through strategic name
changes, and the dedication of its editorial staff, most famously under
the masthead New Age. The head office was in Cape Town under the
editorship of Lionel Foreman until his untimely early death, followed by
Brian Bunting, editor-in-chief until the final banning in 1962, when
draconian laws made publication impossible. By then New Age had briefly
endured as Spark. Ruth headed the Johannesburg office; Govan Mbeki
was in charge in Port Elizabeth, and M.P. Naicker ran the Durban
premises. These papers reflected the Leninist definition of a newspaper
as an organising weapon. This was journalism at its very best, that spoke
truth to power on behalf of the voiceless and downtrodden. It stands as a
salutary counterpoint to contemporary media that cynically serves the
interests of corporate capitalism and its often white-dominated, Western-
funded, and in an unholy alliance with Western imperialism.

Working with rural struggle stalwart Gert Sibande, and her protégé Joe
Gqabi, Ruth famously played a pivotal role in exposing the farm labour
scandal. This work demonstrated her research-driven, investigative
journalism, writing skills and steely determination. It exposed the brutal
system run by the police and magistrates, which consigned pass law
offenders to virtual slave labour on white-owned farms like the Bethel
potato farms. The meticulous research, skilful reporting, and the
subsequent protest campaign, epitomised the power of a weekly
newspaper like New Age.

Her writing on such topics as the defiance campaign, the mobilisation and
consultation leading to the adoption of the Freedom Charter, the women’s
anti-pass protests, migrant labour system, bus boycotts, and slum
conditions, are outstanding pieces of social and labour journalism amidst
the upsurge of resistance in the 1950s.
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