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Comrade Martin Tembisile (Chris) Hani, “Socialism is not about big con-
cepts and heavy theory. Socialism is about decent shelter for those who 
are homeless. It is about water for those who have no safe drinking 
water. It is about quality healthcare for all, it is about a life of dignity for 
the old. It is about overcoming the huge divide between urban and ru-
ral areas. It is about a decent education for all our people.” 
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Editor’s Voice  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dumelang lotsha, 

 

Our  3rd issue coincides with the 37th 
Anniversary since  the brutal and mass killings 
of our youth in 1976, by the Apartheid 
regime, through its state apparatus. The 1976 
generation did not only propel the struggle 
against “Afrikaans” as a medium of 
instruction but importantly against the 
capitalist-apartheid construct entrenched 
through race, class and gender repression.  

The artificial truth created by the media, on 
the struggles of youth and their role in the 
fight for liberation in our country has 
developed twin challenges, which demand 
our attention. Firstly, the media want to 
periodically fixate our youth struggles and 
then redeploy our thoughts to 1976 when it’s 
the month of June de-emphasizing the 
connection between then and now. Secondly, 
our abilities and our different capacities are 
both directly and indirectly questioned in our 
quest to fight the contemporary challenges 
facing the youth and the masses of our 
people in general, without loosing our long  
term perspective of  building Socialism in the 

Then the logical question would be what 
needs to be done and Lenin captures it 
correctly, in his address to the Third All-Russia 
Congress of The Russian Young Communist 
League in October 2nd 1920 “And so, in 
dealing from this angle with the tasks 
confronting the youth, I must say that the 
tasks of the youth in general, and of the 
Young Communist Leagues and all other 
organizations in particular, might be summed 
up in a single word: learn.” 

In his address Lenin explains to the delegates 
in attendance, the importance of the 
revolution and building socialism. The 
importance of formal education but also 
political consciousness buttressed by 
discipline and commitment which are 
important aspects in developing a generation 
that will usher in a better and more human 
society. The permanent capitalist crisis and 
the continues response to build a strong 
alternative world in the globe should 
continue to inspire and revive all aspirant 
communists.  

As the youth of today and the YCLSA 
Northern Cape, we are subjected to that 
dynamic conceptualization and our role in the 
National Democratic Revolution, as the direct 
route to Socialism. Part of continuing the 
legacy of the past generation of youth in our 
country that laid down their lives for 
centuries, is to Learn, Learn and Learn! 

We demand Peace! Jobs! Education! 
Equality! 
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Cde Kabelo Mohibidu  

YCLSA Provincial Secretary  

 

days of our life for generations to inherit. 



Youth and the struggle for socialism 

By Chris Matlhako 

 

"... there's much we can say ... there's much we 
can do ... there's much more we can learn" - Boy 
George. 

 

The month of June is dedicated to the youth, 
marking those important historic series of events 
that profoundly changed the political terrain in 
the country and propelled youth politics unto a 
higher plane. It is generally accepted that the 
events of June 16, 1976; and subsequent youth 
and student activism of 1980s and 1990s made 
significant contributions in our polity, and 
importantly, also crystalized the challenges 
confronting youth, both here and across the 
world. These events were also the catalysts that 
hastened the political settlement, ushering in the 
democratic dispensation of 1994. 
The post-apartheid and democratic dispensation's 
youth (and related) policy, is seeking to address 
these in many ways. Indeed, huge progress has 
been recorded in this regard, such as in policy, 
institutional arenas and other related aspects to 
seek to attend to the huge challenges that 
confront young people in our country. However, 
like much of the political transitions elsewhere 
(and those on a neoliberal-capitalist trajectory), 
the post-apartheid dispensation policy arena(s), is 
contested and the dominant ideology and its logic 
is vying for young people as it desperately 
attempts try to chart the direction of the 
trajectory.  

 In the intermediate period, youth issues will be 
highlighted and youth-policy matters outlined 
regarding the interventions needed to address 
the conditions of youth in our country. In the 
midst of this, a litany of perspectives will be 
proffered and in the main, will seek to consolidate 
the neoliberal narrative and paradigm - 
characterised by rigid (capitalist) market 
fundamentalism - and punted euphemistically as 
the 'American dream' and anything similar to  

 

that, further seeking to drown-out progressive 
and left perspectives through the capitalist-
owned mainstream media spaces (both print and 
broadcast).  

“Young people in the post-
apartheid SA have had to 
engage the historic legacies of 
colonialism, apartheid and 
capitalism” 
The dominant narrative that will be proffered will 
seek to praise atomization and individualism, and 
exalt the virtues of market fundamentalism and 
neoliberalism, to undermine values of solidarity 
and socialism. It (the narrative) will as a rule, 
deliberately fail to explain and/or provide a 
plausible explanation for the on-going systemic of 
capitalist crisis in the epic-centre of the 
developed world, fudge the fact that young are 
bearing the brunt of these policies as a direct 
result of the harsh austerity measures being 
implemented, which have wreaked havoc and 
decimated the livelihoods of working people and 
poor in the developed world, and indeed across 
the globe. They will not point out that the self-
amelioration of Mohamed Bouazizi - the Tunisian 
street vendor, which sparked the so-called 'Arab 
Spring' in North Africa, was ignited in the main by 
the neoliberal policies, which resulted in rampant 
poverty, unemployment, corruption and 
repression, which subsequently forced many like 
him to become desperate, hopeless in the face of 
an uncaring world economic system bent of 
profit-maximisation at all costs. 
Young people in the post-apartheid SA have had 
to engage the historic legacies of colonialism, 
apartheid and capitalism (in their interrelations), 
and continue to bear the brunt of marginalization, 
poverty, unemployment and inequality, through 
the all-round deepening of youth poverty, 
unemployment, lack of educational and 
recreational opportunities and inequality.  
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killing out of the mall. And the man holding the 
contract for this "redevelopment" is no less than 
Erdogan's son-in-law".  As a result, youth 
everywhere have been placed on a precarious 
positions of desperation, crime and drugs and 
wanton lumpenism. Throughout these protests 
young people have paid the ultimate sacrifice, 
have been maimed and generally suffered 
immeasurable damage.  

 Youth and crisis of 
capitalism 
"... what you fail to see is all the consequences... 
you think our lives are CHEAP and EASY to be 
WASTED... as history repeats... REBEL" Lauryn Hill 
(Rebel) 

There will be others who will be arguing, that a 
theoretical foundation for addressing the growth 
of a rigid 'market fundamentalism and a punishing 
state', which Giroux explores, lie both in the 
increasing militarization and commercialization of 
among others, schools and other public spheres. 
But, what can happen to a society in which, young 
people are increasingly portrayed as dangerous 
and, hence, no longer appear to be a referent for 
a democratic future. Or, like in South Africa, 
where youth are drawn to consumerism, gutter 
bling-culture and a terrible dislike for education in 
favour of a narrow tenderpreneurship and a 
selfish (primitive) accumulation regime, whose 
manifestations plunged the national liberation 
movement into a potential crisis. As such youth 
politics in such environment are integrally tied to 
(personal) upward mobility and not the common 
societal advancement. 

“youth are drawn to 
consumerism, gutter bling-
culture and a terrible dislike 
for education in favour of a 
narrow tenderpreneurship” 
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Continues… 

Youth and the struggle for socialism 

This is also borne out by mis-guided slogans such 
as 'uzo i'thola kanjani u hlele ecorneng'? 
Suggesting a 'life or death desperate race for 
scares resources' and therefore, the ensuing 
atomized struggle for personal (primitive) 
accumulation'.  

The dispensation among others over-generously 
exposed itself to so-called internationalisation, 
and thus relegated important tenets such as 
history, progressive and solidaristic politics, to the 
over-bearance of the neoliberal-capitalist market, 
which has redesigned almost all aspects of our 
social-psychology as a people and nation. This 
phenomenon and its gist seem to reject solidarity 
and commonalities of the overall challenges 
confronting the youth in South Africa. The 
suggested strategies to attend to these challenges 
are reduced to 'touching lives' - here and there! 
Like much of the developed world, which is mired 
in their worst economic downturns in decades, 
the developing nations, like South Africa's youth 
find themselves in precariousness and have been 
depicted in stereotypes, which are not helpful. 
 The masses are facing the indignity of eking out a 
living in the face of massive youth unemployment 
and endless rounds of cruel austerity measures. 
Young people have led protests across much of 
austerity-imposed societies, the Occupy 
Movement in the US, including in the so-called 
'Arab Springs' and the recent riots that have 
rocked Turkey after Erdogan's insistence to 
develop a mall in Taksim Gezi park, where his son 
and close associates would have benefitted in a 
crude primitive accumulation trajectory of 
massive 'vanity infrastructural projects' (must 
sound familiar to SA). Pepe Escobar asserts that; 
"Gezi park's destruction follows a globally tested 
neoliberalism racket; it will be replaced by a 
simulacrum - in this case a replica of Ottoman 
Artillery Barracks - housing, what else, yet 
another shopping mall. 

It is crucial to note that the mayor of Istanbul, 
also from the ruling Justice and Development 
Party (AKP), owns a retail chain that will make a 



and the Northern Cape reflect an important 
paradigm that appreciates, that the country's 
sustainable growth and development will have to 
be based on all-round world-class skills and 
cutting-edge research-orientated growth in order 
to meet the ever-growing aspirations of the 
population. Brazilian President Luis Ignacio Lula 
da Silva approved into law and created almost 14 
new federal universities and 290 technical 
institutes (publicly-funded) during his tenure. The 
new society that is emerging with this new era 
requires that all people have access to education. 
Thus, the demand for education has reached 
levels that are unprecedented and is growing at 
an astounding rate.  
Therefore and based on this complex reality and 
inter-play of factors, it is imperative that the 
progressive youth and left forces, develop 
sufficient capacity to engage and take forward the 
struggle for socialism. It is not enough today to 
condemn imperialism and to have an anti-
imperialist rhetoric, to wage isolated struggles 
against the consequences of capitalism and 
neoliberalism, but to scientifically analyze, assess 
and forge the correlation of forces required to 
create the critical mass and mobilize the widest 
possible forces, and to hegemonise all key sites of 
power, that will proof critical and tilt the balance 
of power in favour of the progressives. 
The conditions in which we live today, compels us 
to take more steps forward in deepening the anti-
imperialist orientation of the anti-capitalist youth 
movement. The most powerful weapon of the 
progressive left youth movement (including 
internationally) are  the deep ties between anti-
imperialist struggle and social revolution that will 
lead to a new level of social development and 
progress, which will lay the basis to strive for the 
fulfilment of the needs of the working-class, the 
peoples and the youth of the world. This is the 
best safe-guard of genuine peace and prosperity 
for all the peoples. 
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Cde Chris Matlhako  

SACP Politburo Member    

 

Youth and the struggle for socialism 

The youth in general, is confronting a crisis unlike 
that of any other generation. Young people are 
caught between the discourses of consumerism 
and a powerful crime-control-complex, argues 
Giroux. Youth are viewed increasingly as 
commodities or are subjected to the dictates of 
an ever expanding criminal justice system. left 
and progressive youth must explore the current 
conditions of young people now face within an 
emerging culture of privatization, insecurity, and 
commodification and raise the important 
questions regarding the role that educators, 
young people, and concerned citizens might play 
in challenging the plight of young people, while 
deepening and extending the promise of a better 
future and a viable democracy. Giroux theorizes 
the relationship between youth and democratic 
public life very interestingly, and registers the 
importance of youth to a vibrant, radical 
democracy. 
The rise of market fundamentalism and the 
ensuing economic and financial crisis youth are 
facing a crisis unlike that of any other generation. 
With the collapse of the welfare state, youth are 
no longer seen as a social investment but as 
troubling and, in some cases, disposable, 
especially poor minority youth. Caught between 
the discourses of consumerism and a powerful 
crime-control-complex, young people are 
increasingly either viewed as commodities or are 
subjected to the dictates of an ever expanding 
criminal justice system. Therefore, constructing a 
new analytic of youth, Giroux suggests we explore 
the current conditions of young people and their 
everyday experiences within this emerging crime 
complex, a politics of disposability, and the ever 
present market-driven forces of 
commercialization and commodification. 
Conclusion 
It is in this context that we should view the 
progressive youth politics and the struggle for 
socialism. The intermediate measures we 
undertake should be geared towards deepening, 
advancing and consolidating the most direct route 
to socialism. Instead of becoming a personal 
fiefdom and for primitive accumulation, youth 
structures such as the NYDA should be platforms 
upon which we build momentum and capacity for 
the struggle. In fact the progressive direction 
undertaken by amongst others, higher education 
and training, in its endeavour to make higher 
education accessible to all, by expanding and 
deepening higher education landscape and spaces 
should be welcomed. The establishment of 
universities in the two provinces, Mpumalanga  



 The evolution of youth struggle 

By Maruping Lekwene 

 

The evolution of youth struggles in the province 
has been very dynamic in a delicate political 
theatre. The social and political stratification in 
the country coupled with preferential treatment 
of certain groups resulted in different aspirations 
prevailing in the different segments of our 
communities. And this situation instigated the 
youth to stand up and fight for their rights 
throughout the country. 

Before the democratic breakthrough in the 
country, youth engaged in the fight for 
democracy and freedom in the different terrains 
of our revolutionary struggle. They fought against 
apartheid and racial discrimination towards a 
profound social change. This was a general 
expectation and demand from all our people in 
the country spearheaded by radical but 
disciplined youth. 

For Democracy and Freedom 

Youth demanded their own rights which they 
were envisaging to exercise, amongst the rights of 
the youth, they longed for an end to oppression, 
exploitation and discrimination, so that 
everywhere this young generation must also 
realise the right to work and to study, the right to 
a democratic education, and overall participation 
in the management of society. 

Youth generally in the country and province were 
amongst the driving force of the people’s 
struggle; they propelled our struggle and fought 
bitter battles for the attainment of freedom and 
democracy in South Africa. We had youth 
formations established in the entire country, and 
our province was part of this evolution of youth 
struggles. Young activists emerged in all 
progressive formations, whether be it from 
student formations, cultural groups, Christian 
movements and liberation movements, young 
militant anti-apartheid activists were produced by 
these struggles. 

Demand for a People’s Education 

The challenges facing the majority of African 
youth chief amongst them was the rotten system 
of Bantu Education which oppressed and 
marginalized them. Notwithstanding  the brutality 
of a racist regime which deepened poverty, 
unemployment and inequality amongst the 
African masses.  

The youth were united against this inferior 
education system that reproduced cheap labour 
for the then homeland states and the 
broederbond afrikaaner economy. The youth in 
the whole country and province were mobilized 
to close ranks; students were mobilized to form 
units in their high schools, colleges, universities 
and areas with a view of studying the problems 
facing our people and how to counter the 
apartheid system. 

Youth were called upon to boycott all apartheid 
sport, to keep up the pressures against racialised 
sport and to continue the fight for non-racial 
sport. And this period produced a variety of 
dynamic intellectual youth who could advance 
progressive ideas in all sites of struggle. 

Post-1994 youth challenges 

Even after twenty (20) years of democracy we 
find that our people are still calling for free and 
compulsory education. Today’s development and 
industrial expansion now makes this a matter of 
urgency, and it must receive priority. The youth, 
especially in our province, must be trained as 
quickly as possible in areas of the economy to 
advance our revolutionary objectives. Education 
constitutes the centrality of our  development in 
the province and in the country. 

Youth challenges remains largely the same as in 
the past, neatly to say that the ANC led 
government has brought tangible changes to the 
general life of our people including the youth. The 
African masses now have access to clean running 
water, electricity, better houses, a strong social 
wage, better jobs, access to primary health 
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 The evolution of youth struggle 

care and improved education system, just to 
mention a few. Though much has been achieved 
there still much that needs to be done. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unemployment amongst youth is deepening, and 
our economy cannot respond to the demands of 
our young people in the country and province. 
There are still quite a huge number of young 
people who does not have access to education, 
especially tertiary education. In the province we 
still have households that are led by youth, 
alcohol and drug abuse, youth working in the 
farms for a mere pittance, teenage pregnancy and 
huge drop outs from matric and tertiary 
institutions. 

“Lenin long articulated 
that the role of the young 
people in the revolution 
should be characterized 
by one and only word 
that is LEARN” 
Political Education Essential 

There is a strong assertion that the ANC and its 
Alliance formations had not developed a 

sufficiently, consistent and elaborated cadre 
policy which should be geared both to educating 
young cadres for the present phase of the 
struggle, and which should also bear in mind the 
needs, both political and technical for our 
province and country. 

In the challenging times ahead of us against a re-
energized, rightwing opposition and class enemy 
we should never lose sight of the long term 
political perspectives of the South African 
Communist Party (SACP). The political education 
of all our cadres is absolutely essential if we were 
to survive and achieve Socialism in South Africa. 

Special role of Youth 

Lenin long articulated that the role of the young 
people in the revolution should be characterized 
by one and only word that is LEARN. They must 
learn how to advance a revolution, and they 
should learn from the tried and tested senior 
comrades of our revolution. 

Youth in any revolution must always seek to fight 
for the UNITY of our cadres and the general 
masses. The unity of all the democratic and 
progressive forces in the country, the unity of all 
revolutionaries from all the national groupings, 
the unity of communists, the unity of the working 
class, revolutionary intellectuals and the unity of 
all aspects of our struggle. 

In Conclusion 

The youth in any revolution has an important role 
to play, they are the future and they need to 
adequately prepare for the battles lying ahead. 
Any country which does not invest in its youth 
faces a bleak future.  

As a province regarding our youth, we must 
continue to develop scientific and analytic 
approach to all our challenges, using the tenets 
and methods of analysis as guided by our Marxist 
and Leninist outlook. 
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Cde Maruping Lekwene 

SACP Provincial Chairperson  

 

Continues… 



PEC Meeting  

By Lebo Olyn 

 

The Young Communist League of South Africa in 
the province held its 3rd Plenary Session from the 
04th - 05th May 2013 in Kimberley under the 
theme “YOUTH FOR SOCIALISM”. The Plenary 
Session was attended by all PEC members, 
Districts Chairpersons and Secretaries, the 
National Committee Deployee as well as our 
allies, Cosas and Sasco. 

The PEC received the Political, Organizational and 
Financial Reports which dealt comprehensively 
with the state of the organization as well as both 
the International, National and Provincial 
contemporary political developments.  

Amongst others, the PEC discussed in greater 
detail the Youth Employment Accord and its 
implications for the youth of the province with 
focus on strategic collaborations to be led by 
government and cooperation between youth , 
government, business and labour in addressing 
the challenges we face around joblessness.  

“The PEC called for an 
urgent Youth Alliance 
Summit” 
The PEC also welcomed the National 
Development Plan as a living document subject to 
refinement, adaptation and change because we 
all agree our progressive government needs to 
plan to be able to deliver on its mandate derived 
from its people in a measured way.  

The PEC also calls on the urgent appointment of a 
properly constituted Provincial Board of the 
NYDA. The appointment of suitable Provincial 
Board is also long over-due, which must reflect 
not only a balance in terms of gender, race, and 
structures, but also to mirror relevant knowledge 
and skills, experience and capacities to properly 
implement youth policies and serve the 
vulnerable and rural youth of the Province. The 
allies present at the PEC supported the move and 
calls for a Progressive Youth Alliance Summit 
which will focus on the orientation and outlook of 
the NYDA. The PEC also called for the review of 
salaries and some of the existing programmes of 
the NYDA. 
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Cde Lebo Olyn  

Deputy Provincial Secretary    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The PEC further received inputs from the SACP 
Provincial Secretary and COSATU Provincial 
Secretary with emphasis on the importance of 
mobilizing and strengthening young workers 
formations at the workplace and in all other sites 
of struggle. 

The PEC adopted a Program of Action (May-July) 
which will focus amongst others on the following: 

• Public lectures focusing on Heroes and 
Heroines in areas where we do not have 
structures 

• Cleaning and greening our communities 

• Landscape and refurbishing of public 
buildings 

• Mass literacy campaign 

• Saturday schools focusing on Science and 
Technology 

The PEC also welcomed the appointment of the 
new acting Premier and reaffirmed its decision 
that there is no need for any Cabinet reshuffle. 
The PEC reaffirmed its primary focus to advance 
the lives of young people who continuously 
believe that the ushering in of a better human 
society, where the needs of the society 
supersedes those of individuals, opportunists and 
exploiters an alternative humane life is possible in 
our lifetime.  

 



YCLSA 91st Anniversary  

By Patrick Bosiame  
 
The 25th of May 2013 marked the 91st anniversary 
of the YCLSA, this year also marks the 10th 
anniversary since the re-launch of the YCLSA. 
With a decade behind us, since the re-launch of 
the YCLSA, the YCLSA has been able to fully 
establish itself and mature as an organisation that 
has a national footprint in all provinces .  
Over the past 10 years a solid foundation has 
been laid to ensure further growth of the YCLSA 
as a progressive communist youth formation and 
for the work that must be done in the 2nd decade 
that lies ahead. The next 10 years must be a 
continuation and intensification our program to 
provide a better and more aggressive programs  
to be able to engage in all terrains of struggle to 
effect genuine youth development for the poor 
and working class youth.  

“cadres to have unwavering 
commitment to the work of the 
movement” 
The role played by the SACP in the Province must 
be acknowledged , including our PYA structures.  
Such relations between and amongst ourselves 
must be strengthened to ensure that we continue 
to Build Momentum Towards; Capacity for and 
Elements for Socialism in Our Lifetime with and 
for the Youth.  
Our celebration must also be connected to the 
struggles waged by all progressives in the world 
and in the country against a socio-economic 
system that has continued to leave the majority 
our people hungry and in the periphery. In doing 
this, we should continue to promote ways in 
which the YCLSA can wage international struggles 
with the progressive youth of the world to 
develop  a counter-balance against the 
manifestation of the US-led distorted hegemony. 
One of the keys to have success in the 
opportunities that will present itself to the YCLSA 
is for our cadres to have unwavering commitment 
to the work of the movement. Commitment, of 
our members, is critical to ensure that we achieve 
socialism in our lifetime. If the previous 
generations of cadres were committed as we are 
committed today; would they have defeated the 
apartheid regime? Previous generations of cadres 
were prepared to sacrifice their careers, families 
and their lives for the revolution. What are we 
prepared to sacrifice? How deep is our 
commitment?  

9 

Cde Patrick Bosiame  

YCLSA PEC & PWC Member    

 

 

Part of our work moving forward must include,  
spending time on acknowledging and telling our 
story through the programs, activities and the 
battle of ideas. Conscious of the fact that our the 
YCLSA is not immune to anti-communists, ultra-
leftists and opportunists, we need to intensify our  
level of commitment in doing Party and YCLSA 
work, a character that has shaped the YCL for 
many years  and an birth mark on all elements of 
counter-revolution. 
A key site of struggle that the YCLSA needs to 
continuously occupy during the next 10 years is 
the media space. Chapter 9 of the South African 
Road to Socialism deals with “The Battle of Ideas”. 
“The SACP must build on its long history of 
progressive publications, and train and develop a 
cadre to contribute to internal party publications. 
In additional to our national publications, we 
should encourage the production of branch and 
district newsletters dealing with local issues and 
as means for communist propaganda in the 
various localities”.  
We must always be ready to battle for the 
revolution on any terrain of struggle whether it is 
in government, the economy, the work place, the 
community or the media. The lives of future 
generations depend on what we do today.  
Forward to the next 10 years, Forward! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Cde Shushu & Cde Mohibidu cutting the 
Revolutionary cake! 



April Revolution  

By OJ Fourie 

 

The YCLSA delivered a three legged 
programme to the community of 
Delportshoop on Saturday, the 13th of April 
2013. This was done in honor of the 20th 
Anniversary of the brutal assassination of the 
late General Secretary of the SACP, Cde Chris 
Hani.  

The day’s programme started with the 
painting of two houses, identified by the 
YCLSA branch of Delportshoop, of elderly 
community members. The RDP house of 101 
year old Onketse Ennie Nyanda and 80 year 
old Sanna Johnson were painted by YCLers. 
Blankets were also handed out to this elderly 
pair.  

The day’s programme further progressed to 
the Dikgatlong High School were the YCLSA 
National Secretary, Cde Buti Manamela, 
addressed the school pupils. The YCLSA 
handed over 80 pairs of school  shoes, 200 
packs of sanitary towels and 100 hygiene 
packs to the needy pupils of the high school 
and the two primary schools of 
Delportshoop. This forms part of the “Making 
Education Fashionable” campaign. This is also 
part of the on going programmes of the 
Young Reds that are being rolled out 
throughout the province. 

The day’s programme concluded at the 
Delportshoop’s Rooikoppie Community Hall 
with a Chris Hani Memorial Lecture delivered 
by Cde Buti Manamela. The Provincial 
Secretary of the SACP, Cde Norman Shushu, 
delivered a message of support to the YCLSA. 
The community of Delportshoop packed the 
hall to receive the memorial lecture of one of 
the greatest heroes of the struggle for 
liberation.      
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Cde OJ Fourie  

National Committee Member    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cde Buti Manamela addressing pupils of 
Delportshoop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

YCLSA handing over school shoes, sanitary 
towels & hygiene packs to pupils 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community members of Delportshoop attending 
memorial lecture on Cde Chris Hani   



In memory…  
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Cde JENNIFER “MZALA” NLHAPO 
 

“Our twinkle twinkle little star” 

 

1ST DEC MEETING 2013 
4th DISTRICT 
EXECUTIVE MEETING  

4th DISTRICT CONGRESS PEC  
LEKGOTLA 
2013 

YCLSA RUTH FIRST FUN 

WALK 2012 



Kimberley District  

By Pele Modise 

 

As we celebrate the 37th Anniversary of  an epoch 
making moment in the history of the South 
African revolution one of the revolutionary  
currents which is retrogressive , potentially 
divisive, malicious and based on a rehashed   
tactics  is the one pursued by the Democratic 
Aliance and this is carried  in  many forms. 

The recent advertorial material by the Democratic 
Alliance wherein they claim to have fought 
against apartheid and that their previous leaders 
campaigned for the release of President Nelson 
Mandela must be seen for what it is: Hypocrisy of 
the highest order which is intended to mislead 
and ill inform voters, particularly young voters, in 
the run up to the 2014 general elections. 

Perhaps it is important to dissect the Democratic 
Alliance for who they are and what they really 
stand for. The Democratic Alliance as a political 
party is a fusion of a plethora of political parties 
with questionable credentials which makes the 
claim that the DA fought apartheid even more 
startling. We must, at all times, keep it in mind 
that the Democratic Alliance, as a political party 
was formed in the year 2000, six years after the 
end of formal apartheid.  

The Democratic Alliance is a coalition that came 
about as a result of a merger between the Federal 
Alliance, New National Party (National Party 
reincarnate) and the Democratic Party. We would 
therefore need to further interrogate the 
different components of this “Alliance” party. The 
Federal Alliance was a small political party formed 
by the former rugby supremo Louis Luyt, 
infamous for forcing President Mandela to appear 
in court to justify his decision to form a judicial 
commission of enquiry into rugby. This party later 
broke away from the Democratic Alliance to join 
forces with the Freedom Front Plus. A radical and 
conservative Afrikaner political party led, since its 
formation, by Dr. Pieter Mulder. The very deputy 
minister who believes that Africans do not have a 
claim to South Africa. 

The other ally in the Alliance was the New 
National Party (National Party Reincarnate). The 
National Party was formed in 1915 after the 
establishment of the disagreements between the 
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then Prime Minister Louis Botha and his first 
minister of Justice Mr JBM Hertzog. Subsequent 
to his removal from Cabinet, Hertzog and his 
followers in the then Orange Free State moved to 
then form the National Party which came into 
power in 1924, in coalition with the Labour Party 
with JBM Hertzog as the Prime Minister. The 
National Party then, after winning the 1948 
elections moved to legalise Apartheid, a policy 
intended to maintain and extend political and 
economic control of South Africa by the white 
minority. 

The other component of this alliance was the 
Democratic Party, which was at the time led by 
Mr Tony Leon. The Democratic Party being the 
predecessor of the Progressive Federal Party 
(PFP), a breakaway from the United Party of Jan 
Smuts, one of the chief oppressors of our people. 
The progressive Federal Party was in itself a 
conglomeration of parties who were a breakaway 
from the mainstream of politics in then South 
Africa who felt that there was a need to give 
some qualified franchise to educated blacks and 
allow them some freedoms and limited 
ownership of land in the country of their birth. It 
is therefore clear from the history outline above 
that there is no way a Party with such a 
chequered past could claim to have fought 
apartheid through only one person, Helen 
Suzman?  
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The latest player in the political zoo is the 
Independent Democrats, the Party of Patricia De 
Lille formed through political crosstitution that 
required the amendment of the constitution to 
suit them and when the opposition, jointly, 
realised that floor crossing was benefitting the 
ruling party more they demanded that it be 
scrapped. The ID was formed, allegedly, on a 
principled stance against corruption and took on 
the name of Independent Democrats? The 
question that should be asked is, Independent 
from what or who? 

It is therefore clear from the above that the 
Democratic Alliance can never claim to have 
fought against apartheid because at some point 
its founding members were the architects of 
apartheid themselves. The adverts therefore are 
an attempt to mislead all of us into this frenzy 
that indeed this is not a party hell bent on 
protecting white minority interests through the 
defence of the property clause in the constitution 
and minority rights. It is clear that the Democratic 
Alliance and its hangers on in the Congress of the 
People (which is still to go to an elective 
conference since its formation) only want to 
protect  their narrow interests at the expense of 
the broader working class and poor of our society.  

The question that we need to ask all of us is, if the 
DA wants to protect the interests of the working 
class, why are they opposing amendments to the 
Labour Relations Act which seeks to regulate the 
work of labour brokers?  

Labour brokers do not create employment but 
are a conduit to those that create employment. 
The amendments to the Act are not necessarily 
what most of us would have hoped to achieve but 
it is a massive step towards the recognition of the 
principle of equal pay for equal work and equal 
benefits for all. The answer is quite simple: the DA 
must, at all cost protect the interests of the elite 
at the expensive of the working class and poor of 
our society. In true liberal fashion, the DA is in 
support of the anti-toll campaign and have even  
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donated a R1 million in the fight against the 
democratic government. This is not done in the 
interest of the working class and poor, whose 
mode of transport on a daily basis, rail, taxis and 
buses have been exempted from paying e-tolls. 
The real reason for the anti e-toll stance of the DA 
is because monopoly capital would have to pay 
for transporting their commodities easily through 
Gauteng to all destinations in our country. If 
anything, the DA should have opposed the 
Gautrain but they did not because it makes 
movement for those in the class whose interest 
they protect easy.  

The Democratic Alliance and their ilk were loudly 
silent when the farm workers in De Doorns 
protested against poor wages, poor working 
conditions and abuse suffered at the hands of 
farm owners in the “Republic” of the Western 
Cape. The latest example could be the headlines 
in the DFA after the ANC lost the bi-election in 
Groblershoop and everyone was told how the 
ANC has lost the grip of the Province and when 
the ANC won the bi-election in Concordia with a 
greater margin, the headlines did not scream as 
much because they are a player in the political 
arena. The Democratic Alliance is nothing but a 
conglomeration of past architects of apartheid, 
liberal democrats’ hell bent on defending the 
interests of the haves against the struggles of the 
have not. Youth unemployment is a direct result, 
in the main, of the intergenerational transmission 
of privilege by apartheid which continue to make 
it easier for the previously advantaged to 
continue benefitting in a democratic South Africa. 
The Democratic Alliance, as a political party, is 
only 13 years old and could not have fought 
against apartheid instead; some of its constituent 
parts were part of perpetuating apartheid 
oppression against blacks, in particular Africans. 

Forward  with Youth Struggles …..Victory Is Certain!  
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Basil February   

By Helen Jack 
 

“The Doors of Learning and Culture Shall be 
Opened! The government shall discover, develop 
and encourage national talent for the 
enhancement of our cultural life; All the cultural 
treasures of mankind shall be open to all, by free 
exchange of books, ideas and contact with other 
lands; The aim of education shall be to teach the 
youth to love their people and their culture, to 
honour human brotherhood, liberty and peace; 
Education shall be free, compulsory, universal and 
equal for all children; Higher education and 
technical training shall be opened to all by means 
of state allowances and scholarships awarded on 
the basis of merit; Adult illiteracy shall be ended 
by a mass state education plan; Teachers shall 
have all the rights of other citizens; The colour bar 
in cultural life, in sport and in education and all 
other aspects of our life`s shall be abolished.” 
Extracted from the The Freedom Charter. 

Youth Day is a public holiday celebrated in South 
Africa every year on 16 June and pays tribute to 
the hundreds of students who lost their lives 
during the 1976 uprisings in Soweto.  

"We need to come out of a mind-set were we as 
youth wait for the government to do things for us. 
We need to liberate ourselves from our 
circumstances and take up opportunities that are 
available to us and build a better future for 
ourselves” – Nosimilo Ramela. 

37 years on from 16 June 1976, the youth is 
facing: unemployment, Poverty, Crime, Substance 
Abuse (Drug and alcohol abuse), & Teenage 
pregnancies. 

Indeed there is youth still doing their homework 
in candlelight, or have to walk miles to gather 
wood to light a fire. We have at least one school 
within walking distance, have a pre-school (Grade 
R) facility at the school, get at least one meal at 
school per day….we are making a significant 
progress. Still we struggle on; very few schools 
have a functional library, access to the internet, a 
computer with dedicated teaching staff,  

 

support material / facilities available, but more 
importantly: dedicated school learners who seizes 
the opportunities available to them today. 

How many schools have an anthem that is sung at 
assemblies - or is it just a yellowed paper in a 
frame on the wall at the school? 

Many teachers are still encouraging rote learning 
since we are conscious of our image if we don't 
achieve a certain pass percentage- but producing 
individuals who sit on their brains?  

“Together we can do 
more” 
Are we churning out scientist or selfish individuals 
where I am more important than THEM? 

Are we producing individuals who gets high on 
the next fix instead of an individual who makes 
the next invention according to the challenges we 
are faced within our society today. 

How is a subject like Life Orientation taught today 
whish used to develop a caring learner and 
ultimately a responsible adult, also how well-
rounded / holistic is our education system today 
so that a child is not just educated academically- 
but also body and soul?  Is potential leaders 
identified and further educated and mentored to 
reach their full potential?  How is other subjects 
taught which in the past used to tell the history of 
the liberation struggle and the role that the ANC 
alliance has played? 

How integrated is our schools 37 years on to 
reflect non-racialism, non-sexism, prosperous, 
democratic society? 

We have overcome many challenges in these past 
37 years, but more needs to be done: Together- 
we can do more! Yes – “The Door of Learning and 
Culture Shall be Opened” and has been opened: 
but it needs you to step forward and Carpe Diem! 
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Dora Tamana   

By Steve Silwana 

 

June 16 marks a very significant day in the 
calendar. It reminds us of huge sacrifices made by 
the working class youth in the course of liberating 
this country from the bondage of apartheid, 
towards a democratic, non-racial, non-sexiest and 
prosperous country. 

While the entire working class and still feel the 
negative impact of racial oppression, the rural 
poor and the youth in particular remains 
vulnerable because of their location within 
society as well as their limited capacity to respond 
to many of these challenges. 

Long before the end of apartheid, at least in 
terms of status, the rural youth on the farms near 
and around the Orange River, experience the 
worst kind of exploitation and human 
degradation. Despite the emergence of the 
democratic state, the social condition of the Rural 
Poor Youth has not changed for reasons that can 
be directly ascribed to the capitalist profit 
maximization by predominantly white farmers. 
The profits that get accumulated by the farmers 
are used to advance the interest of capital, and 
not to develop the peasants and their children. 

Young people on farmers are trained and skilled 
only to affect hard labour. Their skills are confined 
to working in the fields and ploughing. It is mostly 
young people without any formal education or 
technical skills who bear the brunt of exploitation.  

There is direct link between the slave wage 
earned by the youth and the social ills they 
experienced on these farms. Although the “Dop” 
system is no more a common phenomena, 
alcohol abuse and teenage pregnancy is rive. With 
the exception of a small percentage of farmers 
(employers), the majority do not invest in youth 
development programs, education, bursary 
schemes or high level skills training. Their role in 
government programs, NGO’s and Rural Youth 
Development is very minimal and in certain 
instances non-existent. 

 

 

  

What Needs To Be Done  

The 13th Congress political programme of the 
SACP correctly highlights that, through the 
“liberalization of agriculture and the agro-
industrial sector, monopolization of the food 
production chain of seed stock, mass farm worker 
retrenchment, and forced removals off farms” 
etc., capitalism leads to the destruction of rural 
livelihoods.  

• Organizational the SACP must strengthen 
the YCLSA to intensify and implement the 
latter’s Jobs for Youth Campaign through 
the Youth Coalition. 

• Government must be lobbied to spend 
more funding for Rural Youth Development. 

• Government to introduce legislation that 
will compel all farmers to implement youth 
development programmes and reward 
those that are complying and sanction 
those that are not. 

• That STATS SA is commissioned to audit the 
actual state of Rural Youth with the full aim 
of introducing corrective measures. 

• Legislation be put in place to challenge 
business to contribute meaningfully in 
advancing the development and 
transformation of Rural areas and its youth. 

• We need to ensure that young women in 
rural areas gain access to reproductive 
health and all farmers must be compelled 
to keep and distribute sanitary towels to 
young females. 

Finally, capital needs to move away from 
emphasizing and funding youth events, but to 
invest in Youth programmes that are sustainable. 
Our immediate task is to mobilize and educate 
the youth to be responsible citizens and build a 
culture of patriotism that actively participates in 
programs that seeks to build a prosperous 
country and a socialist society. 
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Joe Slovo   

By Mxolisi Dyushu 

 

Firstly we will like to salute and acknowledge the 
role played by the generation of 1976 which 
confronted the brutal might of the apartheid 
regime. Celebrating their revolutionary 
contribution, commitment and selfless 
dedication, and a lesson for us is that our 
convictions should be more about the people and 
less about us. This important history and what we 
have learned during the period of the 1976 
uprising, we cannot afford to forget, but embrace 
and emphasize that young people, should learn 
this history and build on it for future generation. 
As leaders of this country the only correct thing as 
which is revolutionary is to place this future in the 
hands of those that are willing to learn .  

“One thing in common 
between  past leaders was 
their love for their country 
and its people. 
We remain in depth, owing the generation of 
Hector Pieterson who challenged the past 
apartheid regime with every vain in their blood 
and soul without taking issues for granted and 
being complaisant on our current challenges. We 
equally have a task at hand. 

Like the ’76 generation,our tasks as the youth 
remains to learn, and radically engage in the 
transformation of society without compromising 
the revolution, demanding that our current 
situation must drastically change now, the 
YCLSA puts it correct “ Socialism in our lifetime.  

From this generation we should understand that 
selflessness should be the driving motive of every 
revolutionary and engraved as an important 
lesson which we should never forget  as drawn 
from our leaders like Cde’s Moses Kotane, Albert 
Luthuli, Ruth Fisrt , Mzala Nxumalo, Oliver Tambo,  

Joe Slovo, Walter Sisulu, Chris Hani, Nelson 
Mandela and many others who sacrificed their 
lives for the struggle. 

“This is one of the central messages as we mark 
the second decade of South Africa Youth Day 
under conditions of Democracy. Through these 
activities, we are driving home a central 
message education is the most important asset 
that our youth should acquire and that for the 
government to succeed in improving education, 
it must have the support of students, teachers 
and parents alike. For its part, the government is 
taking the education system out of the crisis it 
has been in for years.  

We have abolished apartheid education 
departments. We have started phasing in free 
education. We have taken the first steps to 
improve conditions in the technikons colleges 
and universities. But remember at the end of the 
day, your progress will depend on how you apply 
yourselves to your work. The road to a better life 
demands hard work. It demands discipline, 
patience and responsibility” – Cde Nelson 
Rolihlahla Mandela. 

The youth must have clear organizational 
understanding, of unity, discipline and working as 
a collective in achieving our revolutionary goals 
with and for the working class and the poor 
because our youth should be mobilized to rise up 
against values of individualism, greed and 
corruption. 

Crush and defeat careerism, materialism and 
opportunism particularly if it happens at the 
expense of our people and our organizations. This 
can only be achieved by intensifying continues 
and properly structured political education 
programmes. The perception of political 
connection as the vehicle for upward mobility is 
becoming a reality, especially amongst youth who 
believe that there are shortcuts in self (and 
societal) development. 

Poverty, inequalities and unemployment remains 
the huge challenge especially because the high  
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levels of unemployment which affects young 
people in the main. The painful part of this is that 
young people constitute approximately 60-65% of 
our population and approximately 35-45% 
remains unemployed. Hence the slogan of the 
YCLSA is so profound: Socialism in our life time. 
Youth power for Socialism, Education, Health and 
Jobs.  

One other important challenge facing Young 
people must continuously be encouraged to 
abstain or practice safe sex. Discourage anyone 
from abusing young people and the sentences in 
relation to these offences must be harsh. 

Capitalist will never be in favour of anything that 
would benefit and assist the working class and the 
poor, hence we need to both guard and 
accelerate NHI against those who attempt to 
derail progress in this regard. The NHI amongst 
other reflects gains that we must not 
compromise. 

Part of access to free education; should be that 
history particularly Our history must be a 
compulsory subject in all our schools. Our call is 
informed by the fact that most of those who write 
our history do not reflect the genuine struggles of 
the people of South Africa, Africa and the World, 
relevant to today realities. Secondly this call is 
critical because there exist all possible distortions 
in our society by writers and publishers including 
the right wing trying to steal and claim cheap 
political points by stealing our revolutionary gains 
e.g. Hellen Zille (DA), Lekota (Cope), etc. 

We live in a society that promotes and is obsessed 
with materialism. Most of us young people we 
measure success and happiness in life based on 
how many and how much  you have accumulated 
with most of the times with things that do not 
necessary add value to the youth and their 
development. On the other side most youth don’t 
even afford basic things. Young people naturally 
want things especially if their friends have 
something similar.  

In order to change everyone's ideas about  

material accumulation we need to change the 
values of our society. Right now, in the South 
Africa our values mainly revolve around making 
money and being successful. This behavior is 
something that supports a materialistic society 
and pushes the youth over the edge so our task is 
huge.  

As this generation of young 
people, we are calling on 
generations before us to 
educate us, support us, value 
us, recognize us,  be proud of 
who we are and invest in us 
for tomorrow. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, our youth is the future a generation with 
so much opportunities and should lead us in 
building an alternative society and this task will 
only be best led by our YCLSA, by leaving and 
elaborating the ideas of a Socialist South Africa. 

 

eitha YCL eitha! 
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Braam Fischer   

By Motlogelwa Matsipane 

 

June is youth month; on which the entire 
country is focusing on all sorts of strategies to 
confront youth challenges. “Tloga tloga e 
tloga gale modisa wa dikgomo o tswa natso 
sakeng”. 

It is a common course that there are serious 
challenges facing youth of today which need 
to be confronted vigorously. Young people 
form part of a very important component of 
the society; and their success guarantees a 
better future for the country. 

The John Taolo Gaetsewe district is one of the 
richest districts in the country with mineral 
resources; of which under normal 
circumstances the impression is that its 
citizens are expected to be both socially and 
economically at the level which conform to its 
richness. But the area is poverty stricken; 
more especially in the Joe Morolong local 
municipality; thus contributing negatively to 
the future of young people in the district.  

Without fear of contradiction young people of 
JTG who are not immune from challenges 
facing other youth within the country such as 
but not limited to: 

Unemployment: 

There are number of attempts by various 
sectors to create jobs; but that is not enough 
as the level of unemployment in the district is 
at an alarming rate; of which majority of 
them are young people. There is also an 
element of exploitation by certain employers 
more especially for those working for 
contractors companies.    

Access to institution of basic and higher 
education: 

 

While marginal number of young people in the 
district  have access to higher learning institutions 
the large number still have no access. This is due 
to number of reasons and key to that is 
affordability which is indicative of the economic 
situation of the households in the district.  

Basic education is an initial stage in every 
person’s live which shape his/her future. In 
setswana we say “Lore lo ojwa lo sa le 
metse”.  

Key to these challenges are distance learners 
having to walk to schools without transport; 
conditions of schools. Thus leading to drop 
outs and create the society of frustrated 
people thus resorting to criminal activities 
and destroying the future.   

Alcohol and drugs: 

While acknowledging that not all youth who 
are using alcohol and drugs is due to above 
mentioned challenges; the larger percentage 
is on the basis of that.  

What makes it even worse; is poor 
communication flow to deep rural areas of 
the district; of which in the absence of 
relevant information young people become 
vulnerable and follow whoever comes to 
them and promising them a better 
irrespective of the whether it destroy lives at 
the end.  

For us YCLSA should be the most advanced 
and progressive youth formation to lead the 
engagement with relevant stakeholders and 
institutions which are vested with youth 
developments; guided by its principled slogan  
 

“SOCIALSM IN OUR LIFETIME”!!!! 
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Tribute   

By Anele Gxoyiya 

 

Looking back in the struggles for liberation 
throughout the world, one cannot miss the critical 
role played by the young people. The energy and 
militancy that the young people displayed in the 
various epochs of our liberation struggle cannot 
be missed. It is therefore not by accident that the 
historical role of the young people is celebrated 
throughout the globe in different forms. 

In South Africa the month of June is declared the 
“YOUTH MONTH” as a result of the historical 
revolution of 1976 that led to the mowing down 
of the young people who stood up against the 
apartheid regime. The 16th of June is “YOUTH 
DAY” as a result of the students’ protests that 
began in Soweto on the morning of 16 June 1976 
in response to the introduction Afrikaans as a 
medium of instruction in the local schools. 

That day marked the beginning of an end of the 
apartheid regime and it is the day never to be 
forgotten in the history of South Africa and the 
world. 

Struggles of the youth against the injustices of 
segregation 

“apartheid was unjust and its 
masters knew it therefore 
they did not want to educate 
our youth for they would 
realise its evil nature” 
It is important to note that in every generation of 
people there are young people who are the 
future parents and leaders of the society. 
Therefore every generation has a responsibility to 
nurture the young people and make them 
responsible leaders of the future. Our greatest 
icon and internationally renowned statesman, 
Tata Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela was a militant 
young person at some point in his life and played 

an important role reshaping the history of our 
country. The rise of youth to political leadership 
and leadership of the society dates back to the 
1920s when the South African labour party 
formed a youth wing called the South African 
Labour League of the Youth.  

It was in this era that the first series of student 
uprisings was recorded. It was in this period 
running up to the 1940s that urbanisation was on 
the rise as a result of the movement of the 
African people from the labour reserves into the 
cities in search of jobs. 

When the National Party assumed power in 1948 
they set an agenda to transform education 
system for Black people in order to enslave them 
to the apartheid policies. That government 
appointed the Eiselen Commission to investigate 
ways in which Black education could be 
transformed to suit their needs. As a result of the 
recommendations by the Eiselen Commission the 
apartheid government passed the Bantu 
Education Act in 1953 which transferred Black 
education to the Department of Native Affairs 
under the leadership of Dr HF Vervoerd. In his 
speech to parliament in 1954 he uttered the 
following words: 

“When I have control of Native Education I will 
transform it so that the Native will be taught 
from childhood to realise that equality with the 
Europeans is not for them... people who believe 
in equality are not desirable teachers for them... 
when my department controls education it will 
know for what class of higher education a Native 
is fitted, and whether he will have a chance in 
life to use his knowledge... What is the use of 
teaching a Bantu child mathematics when it 
cannot use it in practice? That is quite absurd.” 

This statement by Vervoerd points to the 
significant role of the young people in the struggle 
for social justice. It was a concession that 
apartheid was unjust and they knew it therefore 
they did not want to educate young people for 
they would realise the apartheid evils.  
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In the 1950s the struggle against Bantu education 
was part of a broader struggle and there was no 
distinct youth resistance to it. However, it was a 
period when the ANC focused on widening its 
base with specific focus on recruiting the youth, 
having started with the formation of the ANCYL 
on 02 April 1944 under the leadership of the 
young lions Anton Lembede, Walter Sisulu, 
Nelson Mandela, Oliver Tambo and others. 

From the early 1970s onwards there were 
spontaneous riots in the schools throughout the 
country. This continued until the end of 1975 
when the Department of Education issued an 
instruction to teach all subjects in Standard Five in 
Afrikaans. This saw the intensification of the 
youth struggles against apartheid until the 16th of 
June 1976 when the students of Soweto took to 
the streets to challenge the announcement and 
they were brutally mowed down by the apartheid 
police and military forces. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was this uprising that raised political awareness 
among students and inspired them to change 
their living conditions starting with schools. As a 
result of the state’s brutality many of the young 
people were forced into exile to join the military 
camps of Umkhonto Wesizwe and later returned 
in the late 70s and the early 80s as trained cadres 
of the MK’s June 16 Detachment. It was the June 
16 Detachment that led to the increased 
bombings in that period forcing the apartheid 

regime to give in and agree to the negotiated 
settlement that resulted in our political freedom 
in 1994. 

The role of the youth in the current conjuncture 

I have heard a lot of people labelling the young 
people born in 1994 and later as the “Born Free” 
generation. Whenever I hear this label I ask 
myself: “From what were they born free?” 

We are all conceding that our negotiated 
settlement was a raw deal as it gave us empty 
political freedom. I call it empty because it did not 
bring economic freedom which matters the most 
if we are to change the lives of the oppressed 
masses of our people for the better. We all agree 
that the economy of our country is still in the 
hands of the minority groups of people who 
benefited from apartheid regime. They continue 
to impoverish our country and exploit our labour 
in their quest for profit maximisation. 

Young people need to be actively involved in the 
fight against crime and corruption to ensure that 
the monies that are meant of the uplifting of their 
lives do not disappear. The challenges of women 
and children abuse are to be addressed by the 
young people in defence of our future generation. 
The young people who are struggling to get 
employment as a result of the lack of 
opportunities need to be mobilised to tackle 
those challenges. 

In 2009 the ANC declared education, health, 
fighting crime and corruption, creation of decent 
jobs and rural development as the five priority 
areas of the current administration. The young 
people have a role to play in ensuring that our 
government succeeds in improving our lives using 
these priorities as the basis. 

It is therefore important for our progressive youth 
structures to engage in massive political 
education that will create a platform for inter 
generational dialogue so that young people of 
yester year are able to share their experiences 
with today’s young people. I am certain that we 
will find commonalities in the standard of living of  
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today’s young people and those of 1976. There 
are still those who stay in informal settlements 
with no access to basic services, those whose 
parents depend solely on social grants for a living, 
and those who cannot access education because 
of their location in the society. Can we really be 
so liberally insensitive that we call these young 
people “born frees”?  

The new generation of workers comprises of this 
generation and they are exposed to the same 
exploitation that all of us are exposed to. It is 
therefore important that they are recruited to 
join the unions in order to fight their workplace 
struggles in unity. That is why COSATU has taken a 
resolution to establish a youth desk that is 
focusing on the young workers ’issues. 

A greater majority of our young people who 
attend township schools because of their socio-
economic standing continue to suffer racial 
discrimination by the Whites, they are even 
discriminated against by their own brothers and 
sisters who happen to stay in the suburbs because 
their parents can afford. These are all the 
struggles that the young people of today are 
facing and need to fight against and win. 

It is therefore critical that the young people are 
organised and mobilised to generate new energy 
to overcome the socio-economic hurdles that are 
facing them. Their only difference from the earlier 
generations of youth is that they need intellectual 
and not physical energy to fight the current 
battles. We must educate the young people to 
refuse to be used by the counter revolutionary 
forces who seek to destabilise our government 
through violent protests. However it is critical 
that our young people are educated to distinguish 
between militancy and rudeness and lack of 
respect that we recently witnessed. 

From some of their leaders who are no longer in 
the structures because of their conduct. It is 
therefore important to balance radicalism with 
respect in order to avoid destruction of our 
future. 

Conclusion 

The past 19 years has seen massive progress in 
addressing the political inequalities and massive 
attempts have been made to ensure universal 
access to basic services. We therefore have a 
challenge of educating young people to 
appreciate the massive role they have to play in 
ensuring the acceleration of the implementation 
of the Freedom Charter. It is therefore important 
for our all the structures of the Progressive Youth 
Alliance to join forces in securing the critical vote 
of the young people for the ANC in the coming 
General Elections in 2014. 

That work starts today by ensuring that young 
people have applied for IDs and are registered to 
vote. Let us use this month of the youth to 
mobilise them to take their future in their own 
hands.   

“Can we really be so 
liberally insensitive 
that we call these 
young people “born 
frees?”  

Let the young people use the social media 
productively in a manner that seeks to recruit and 
mobilise the young people. It is the role of the YCL 
to deepen the ideological capacity of the young 
people and make them understand their role in 
the National Democratic Revolution. We must 
prepare the youth for the 2014 elections and let 
them understand why they should continue to 
vote for the ANC as the only political party that 
still harbours the interests of the working class 
and the poor youth. 
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Cde Anele Gxoyiya  

Provincial Secretary of COSATU    
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Tribute   

By Robby Tsikwe 

 

For most of us our exposure to politics was 
inspired by the June 16 youth uprising and 
activities leading towards 1976 by learners from 
different secondary schools in the country. These 
learners will meet during school holidays to share 
and strategize on education matters affecting 
young people, and that’s where student 
movement such as Student Christian Movement 
(SCM) and others which organized through sports, 
arts and social clubs were established. These 
meeting were build ups that we openly and 
honestly pursued to address exclusion and racial 
atrocities brought about by the system of 
apartheid. Although these atrocities were in 
numerous forms, led to among others, forceful 
removals where people were taken to poverty 
stricken areas under the pretence of tribal groups 
called independent state of the TBVC areas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We did not understand the bigger picture but 
understood that Afrikaans was not what we 
wanted to learn and this was a trigger point that 
young people rallied around to mobilize different 
sections of society. The Afrikaans Medium Decree 
of 1974 was intended to force all African schools 
to teach Afrikaans and English in a fifty-fifty mix 
as languages of instruction. The Regional Director 
of Bantu Education in the Northern Transvaal 
Region , J.G Erasmus  told circuit  inspector that 
from 1st January 1975, Afrikaans had to be used 
for mathematics, Arithmetic and Social Studies 
from standard five(grade seven) upward. English 
would be the medium of instruction for General 
Science and practical subjects such as Home Craft, 
Needlework, Metal work Art and Agricultural 
Science. Indigenous language would only be used 

for Religious instruction, Music and Physical 
Culture. 

This effort by the apartheid government was an 
act of desperation of forcibly reversing the 
decline of Afrikaans language among South 
Africans. Punt Jason, the Deputy Minister of 
Bantu Education at the time, was quoted as 
saying; “A black man may be trained to work on 
a farm or in a factory. He may work for an 
employer who is either Afrikaans or English 
speaking and the man who has to give 
instructions may be either Afrikaans or English 
speaking. Why would we now start to quarrel 
about the medium of instruction among the 
blacks, well?” When asked by one of his 
colleagues, he went on to say; “No I have not 
consulted them and I am not going to consult 
them. I have consulted the constitution of the 
Republic of South Africa.”  

This despising statement of South African based  
Europeans was thriving on racism of white 
supremacy and `demonic  black`  based on false 
believe that everything that was associated with 
white is good and blessed, while everything was 
associated with black was bad, demonic and 
vulgarized. It clearly showed that Africans and all 
oppressed South Africans were regarded as blank 
sheet and Europeans were the only ones who had 
the ability to think and thins for blacks as well and 
they were to follow with no questions.  

This Decree of 1974 was resented deeply by the 
Africans as Afrikaans was widely viewed as 
“language of the oppressor”. From that day on 
wards the masses of our people intensified the 
struggle against the apartheid regime and its 
oppressive laws year in year out through different 
forms of struggle led by the youth, teachers 
association, the churches and civic bodies, trade 
unions and other progressive forces throughout 
the country which ultimately changed the political 
landscape of South Africa and delivered our 
political freedom that we enjoy today.  

The 16th of June brought nightmares to the 
apartheid regime and when the system of  
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Tribute   

apartheid sensed that is about to collapse. We 
knew that by arresting, maiming and butchering 
many, these were kicks of a dying horse because 
they feared the inevitability of change. Yes many 
died and many lost loved ones, but we never lost 
hope and we persevered. We never even thought 
of been ill-discipline and form our own parties, 
we never sold out but we defended the course of 
the struggle, and   many faced the barrel of the 
gun and we on the other side were never 
persuaded by the luxuries of life. The focus was 
on liberation of our own people. We knew victory 
is certain and the blood of those who passed on 
will nourish the tree of liberty. 

The braver displayed by the youths of those days 
and the focus they displayed need to be 
applauded as they acted with conviction continue, 
we must salute them - BRAVO.  

In this context, SANCO would like to call upon the 
youth of today in their different formations to 
take up the spear and continue fighting for a 
better life for all and not for the few. Thus we 
have to defend our revolution and guard against 
the notion of All for Some as opposed to Some 
for All.  

SANCO would like to see young people taking up 
civic responsibilities by getting involved, 
supporting as well as working with Community 
Forums in combating all types of crimes including 
stopping women and children abuse, supporting 
health committees, including Home Based Care in 
respective of Primary Health Care initiatives, 
getting involved in environmental advocacy 
ensuring that community facilities such as 
Community Halls, Recreational facilities, Sports 
grounds and our Schools are taken care off. We 
have to guard against those vandalizing these 
amenities so that they can be brought to book 
and be punished accordingly. 

The youths of today have many opportunities and 
must use them. We refer to the development 
agencies that support youth initiatives such as 
National Youth Development Agency (NYDA) 
which our government has established specifically  

for this sector of our communities. The youth 
must turn the tide against social ills such as drugs 
and substance abuse, and increase the fight 
against HIV/AIDS. Young people must become 
innovative and creative in establishing 
cooperatives in order to become employers 
themselves and create work, and contribute 
towards the growth of our local, economic 
development. In this way, the youth would go a 
long way in shaping the future and address the 
triple challenge of unemployment, poverty and 
inequality.  

“SANCO would like to call 
upon the youth of today 
in their different 
formations to take up the 
spear and continue 
fighting for a better life for 
all and not for the few” 
It is therefore of paramount importance for the 
youth to know that freedom then was to be free 
from being be taught in the language not of your 
choice, today you are free to vote for a 
progressive party of your choice which is the 
African National Congress, free to protect the 
gains of democracy, free to own and run 
cooperatives and shun all wrong methods of 
smuggled business termed tenders as they have 
proved not be sustainable. All protest in those 
struggle days were objective based on liberation 
of Africans in general and Blacks in particular. The 
youth of yesterday delivered freedom, now is the 
time to preserve it and further the struggle for 
economic emancipation.  
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Cde Robby Tsikwe  

Provincial Chairperson of SANCO    
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April  

February  

Cde Buti Manamela addressing community 
members during the Chris Hani Memorial Lecture 
in Delportshoop 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learners from Delportshoop receiving school 
shoes, sanitary towels & hygiene packs from YCLSA 

Cde Shushu gives a message of support from the SACP to 
community members of Delportshoop 
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Basil February District  

Dora Tamana District                                 Parks Leburu District  

Parks Leburu District held an outreach programme! 

May Day Celebrations in Galeshewe  
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“Education is the most powerful 
weapon which you can use to 
change the world” 

 
“No country can really develop 
unless its citizens are educated” 
 

“To deny people their human 
rights is to challenge their very 
humanity” 

- Quotes by Nelson Mandela 
 

Let your voice be heard write to the Editor at 
yclsa.nc@gmail.com! 

 

Please send your letters/views/comments to the Editorial 
Team, we want to publish your inputs in the next edition 
of the Red Voice 

Banking Details:                                       Let us fund our Revolution! 
 
YCLSA  FNB 62210860038 
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District Contact Details: 
 
• Parks Leburu District 
District Secretary - Basil Sekoa - 072 705 4079 

 
• Joe Slovo District 
District Secretary - Nokuthula Tyutyu - 073 575 5072 
  
• Braam Fisher District 
District Secretary - Tshepiso Boihang - 083 734 2597 
 
• Dora Tamana District 
District Secretary - Trompie Reiner - 073 260 8024 
 
• Basil February District 
District Secretary - Darren Engelbrecht - 082 560 8855 
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