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Editor’s Voice

…INDEED, WE HAVE A TRUE, FACTUAL AND A
GOOD STORY TO TELL

Until now the neo-liberals and ultra-leftist
opposition in our country and province have tried
to cover their now exposed and naked truth of
dissatisfaction on the progress made by the ANC-
led government since 1994. Of course this is as a
result of the 5th democratic National General
Elections to be held on the 7th of May this year.

The fact that the progressive ANC-led alliance is
preparing to enter a more vigorous and 2nd radical
phase of our 1994 democratic – breakthrough,
annoys them. These individuals and alliances
continue to oppose the will of the people in our
efforts to reverse the 350 years legacy of
Colonialism and more than 40yrs of Apartheid
rule through the National Democratic Revolution;
to create a better humane society with and for
the masses of our people.

They refuse to recognise that since 1994, the
ANC-led government of Cde Nelson Mandela, Cde
Thabo Mbeki, Cde Kgalema Motlhante and
currently Cde Jacob Zuma has made a difference
in the lives of all South Africans and therefore
have a good story to tell. Our story is not only
good but also factual and consists of tangible
differences that transcend class, race, gender,
culture and religion.

As young people in the province, we can further
attest to this true and factual story. The provision
of free quality education, from primary school to

tertiary schooling including the building of 23 new
schools, the provision of bursaries students in
FETs, the training of nurses and doctors and more
importantly, the opening of the Sol Plaatje
University in the Northern Cape. Thousands of
young people have benefited from skills
development initiatives; entrepreneurship
opportunities, EPWP programs and cooperatives
initiated by the ANC-led government over the
past 20yrs. As young communists we have led
and been part of many struggles for young people
like our call to our government in providing free
sanitary towels to the masses of our young
women. This did not happen by chance as some
would want us to believe neither was it an
accident, but rather a reflection of total
commitment and understanding of our peoples
sufferings and challenges, borne out of a struggle.

Moving forward, we must boldly lay claim to all
these developments that have taken place in the
past 20 years and more importantly the past 5
years as well as the short-comings. It means that
we must take full responsibility of the revolution
in totality, the good, the bad and the not so good.

In actual fact our story does not begin in 1994 but
rather begins in 1912, gets better in 1921,
become advanced in 1961, attractive in 1969,
expands in 1976, grows stronger in 1985 and
glows in 1994 and will shine even brighter on the
7th of May 2014 and beyond. Because ours is a
true, factual and good story to tell, a story of
struggle, a story of our people, a story of the
working class and the poor, a story we must
defend and continue writing…a story towards a
socialist South Africa.
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YCLSA 10th Anniversary
By Buti Manamela

‘We are here to stay and make a revolution’

Today marks the 10th Anniversary of the re-launch
of the YCLSA. In 2003 December more than 500
delegates met at the Vaal University of
Technology to officially make their collective date
with history and make their mark in the course of
building socialism NOW.

Meeting under the theme: Crush Capitalism! Build
Socialism Now, learners from schools, students
from colleges and universities, young workers
aligned to the trade union movement,
unemployed young people, and youth from
villages and the rural countryside, young
professionals in the public and private sectors and
committed cadres of the Party declared that
theirs will henceforth be to dedicate their energy
in building this the Young Communist League of
South Africa and fighting for socialism.

These cadres, inspired by Chule “KK” Papiyane,
Ruth First, Ahmed Kathrada, Smiso Nkwanyana,

Joe Slovo, Linda “The Lion of Chiawelo” Jabane,
Esther Barsel, Johannes Nkosi, to name but a few,
sought to engage in the daunting task of building
socialism in their lifetime as a society that
represented the highest forms of liberation.

The YCLSA was officially formed on 25 May 1922.
It was the first political youth formation in the
country to advance the principles of non-racial
political organisation. Its leaders at the time
argued that there shall be no basis for socialism if
its organisation excluded black South African
youth, and thus went out to recruit across the
colour bar in laying the basis for a future South
Africa.

The YCLSA became inactive for some time in the
late 1930’s when many of its leaders were to
become central in the leadership of the
Communist Party, then the Communist Party of
South Africa (CPSA). It was resuscitated when a
group of young cadres who were studying at Wits,
including Eddie Roux, Joe Slovo, Ruth First and
Ahmed Kathrada approached the SACP
headquarters with the intention to be active
young communists.

In 1943 a structure was formed led by Ruth First
as its National Secretary. However, seven years
later, through the Suppression of Communism Act
(1950), the CPSA was banned together with all
other related communist organisation and
individuals resulting the banning of the Young
Communist League of South Africa. When the
SACP was re-launched in 1953, underground, the
YCLSA was not relaunched. Many of the YCLers
were to become active members and leaders of
the SACP in the underground cells.

Since then, many young communists found
expression in the structures of the SACP, ANC and
uMkhonto we Sizwe. Young Communists were
active in the student movement, the
underground, the civic movement, the trade
union movement and in any other formations of
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YCLSA 10th Anniversary
mass resistance against the apartheid regime.
Many of them did not display arrogance or
superiority amongst their peers but sought to
serve as exemplary in the impending struggle
against apartheid and colonial exploitation. At
most material times, the nerve centre of SACP
organisation was led by young people who were
the most dedicated to the downfall of apartheid
and the building of a united, democratic, non-
racial, non-sexist and prosperous South Africa in
there is a better life for all.

When the SACP was unbanned in 1990 together
with all the other political parties, it did not re-
establish the YCLSA. Although there were many
young communist cadres who strongly believed
and pushed for its re-launch, it was only at the
10th Congress that the SACP mandated its
provincial structures to establish youth desks
whose work was to be a basis for assessment of
whether a communist youth league was viable.

This was done. And many YCL cadres (as they
were already known throughout party structures)
also became active in other youth and student’s
formations. Finally, in 2002 at the SACP’s 11th

Congress, a resolution was taken for the re-
establishment of the YCLSA. This was a watershed
resolution and was followed with an
establishment of a National Steering Committee
led by Jacob Mamabolo and Dipuo Mvelase.
Working tirelessly, the steering committee
established Provincial Steering Committees and
ultimately convened a National Consultative
Conference in 2002 that resulted in the ultimate
re-launch and re-establishment of the YCLSA in
December 2003.

In that Congress, the YCLSA sought to distinguish
itself from all other youth and student formations
by mainly focusing on campaigns and practical
programmes that sought to directly change the
lives of young people. In particular, the YCLSA
would serve as a dedicated preparatory school

Continues…
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of the Communist Party, recruiting, mobilising
and rallying young people behind the policies and
programmes of the Party. The YCLSA immediately
embarked on working together with the
Progressive Youth Alliance, youth NGO’s,
community based youth formations and student
organisations in order to ensure that their
campaigns find expression in the widest of
platforms and structures available and possible.

The YCLSA launched a campaign targeting youth
jointly with other organisations on the provision
of anti-retroviral drugs and awareness on
HIV/AIDS. This campaign also sought to draw in
youth from the churches, sports and cultural
activists and was instrumental in building
consciousness amongst youth on HIV and related
issues. National youth workshops and seminars
were convened by the YCLSA to campaign on the
challenge of HIV/AIDS, and to consolidate a youth
voice opposed to government’s policy of HIV/AIDS
which at the time was denialist and to push to
treatment.

The YCLSA also fixed its eyes on the question of
education, and for the first time within the PYA
the question of free education was raised more
sharply. This led to the ANC Youth League
(subsequent to its Nasrec I Conference), SASCO,
COSAS and the YCLSA adopting a common youth
programme on education. This went further than
the mere call for education, but extended the call
to the education alliance and the adoption of an
Education Charter (which was also adopted by
SADTU).

The YCLSA adopted the Joe Slovo Right to Learn
Campaign and now under the theme ‘Making
Education fashionable’. This campaign is meant to
ensure that communities take control of the
education of their children, from the upkeep of
the facilities to the timeous delivery of textbooks,
from the closure of shebeens and other alcohol
outlets next to schools to ensuring that teachers



teach and learners learn, from taking control of
their school feeding schemes to ensuring that
Grade 12 and all lower grades results are
improved. This is a campaign more to ensure that
parents are at the centre of their children’s
education than naked government opposition.
Many schools where the YCLSA was involved,
results were improved. This is the work that
everyone within communities should ensure that
they not only emulate, but also take forward.

In 2007 a young man threatened to take his life.
His story was heard live on Y-FM. He had applied
for an ID document for years and nothing was
coming forth. This was a blatant highlight of the
frustrations many teenagers faced with the
department of Home Affairs. We immediately
launched the Kabelo Thibedi Campaign, named
after the young man. This campaign saw more
than 100 000 people receiving their IDs through
the efforts of the campaign. This work was even
seen as his mitigation in his case against the state.

The YCLSA also made prolific campaigns for the
inquest on the assassination of the late General
Secretary of the SACP, Comrade Chris Hani; the 10
Youth Demands, the call for the circumcision of
young boys as part of the fight against HIV/AIDS
and other sexually transmitted diseases; a
campaign for the reform of initiation schools); a
call against the gender stereo-types imposed by
virginity testing and the campaign for the
provision of sanitary towels for young girls. Most
of these campaigns were based on the United
Nations Millennium Development Goals and had a
direct impact on the day to day lives of young girls
and boys. This, the YCLSA will never abandon.
Although some of this campaigns led to either
government improved services or were adopted
by government and civil society, this does not
mean that we should ever abandon the struggle
for the emancipation of all young people and the
daily battles they face as they struggle with the
system of capitalism.

Our unique contribution in dealing with these and
other challenges facing the youth is our
resoluteness against the system of capitalist
exploitation, which is the cause of the many
problems facing the youth.

Perhaps one of the greatest challenges that face
the current generation of youth organisations is
that of unemployment, inequality and poverty.
This is the inherent struggle of working class
communities against capitalism. There can be no
lasting solution and intervention against these
forms of struggles without defeating capitalism
and ushering a socialist future. However, it
remains our responsibility, so long as we organise
workers and the youth in the struggle for such a
society, to also fight for revolutionary reforms
that will alleviate the evils of capitalism.

At the centre of these revolutionary reforms
through which the YCLSA seeks to improve the
quality of life of the youth, is the call made in the
1848 Communist Manifest by Karl Marx and
Frederick Engels – the greatest theoreticians of
class struggle – for communists to fight for the
achievement of the immediate aims and the
enforcement of the momentary interests of the
working class while taking care of the future of
the entire working class movement, i.e. fighting
for the downfall of capitalism, organising,
educating, mobilising, propagating and building
capacity for socialism in the here and now and
ultimately the realisation of communism.

The YCLSA’s Jobs for Youth Campaign, with
summits held annually since 2009, have been
central in empowering young people in skills
development, social entrepreneurship and co-
operatives. The outcomes of the summits also
informed the National Youth Accord that
government adopted. Future Summits should be
used to assess the progress made in relation to
the Accord and to keep pace with the times in the
fight against the capitalist created.
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unemployment. The same applies to the now
annualised Universities and Colleges Based
Branches Summit in influencing the direction of
education in the country in particular post-school
education and training. Through activist
campaigns, a lot more has been achieved in
influencing government and civil society to ensure
that we build unity of the youth movement in
building a better society.

The Progressive Youth Alliance remains a fighting
force for the transformation of society as we
know it. Together with the ANC Youth League,
SASCO and COSAS, we have been able to, over
time, present to our government alternative
forms of interventions that needed to be made in
youth development. The concept of a youth
development agency, although abused in its initial
phase, represents a model many countries seek to
emulate in the youth development discourse.

Our unity as the Progressive Youth Alliance in
Student Representative Council elections has led,
for the first time in the history of the country,
were we achieved victory in all but one institution
in last round of elections held in 2013. We remain
committed to a united Progressive Youth Alliance
whose mandate is to unite young people and
create a society we will all be proud of based on a
shared perspective of the national democratic
revolution that is being led at the macro level by
the revolutionary alliance of the Communist Par,
the African National Congress and the Congress of
South African Trade Unions (Cosatu).

The YCLSA pledges its unwavering support to the
struggle against imperialism. In recent years as
ever imperialist military aggression ravaged many
countries the world over and in our continent,
destabilising societies and plunging them in war
coupled with regime change and the installation
of puppet governments while gaining control over
and exploiting their resources and labour. In our
country South Africa imperialism is trying all it

could to recruit young people and orientate them
towards opposing our national liberation
movement as led by the African National
Congress. This includes the establishment and
sponsoring of new youth groupings and
formations and youth-led political parties. The
YCLSA will work endlessly and tirelessly to defeat
the imperialist onslaught against our movement.

Recently a USA based lobby group and multi-
national corporations in the pharmaceutical
sector came together to develop a plan against
humanity in favour of “strong intellectual property
rights” which are actually aimed at nothing but
profit. This plan aims to corrupt targeted leaders
in our movement, society, government and the
so-called prominent individuals including former
government leaders or officials and academics
who would then be remote controlled from the
USA to destabilise our country and block it from
adopting a new intellectual property rights policy
in favour of humanity. We can only view this
broad and far reaching agenda to be limited to
the pharmaceutical sector at our own peril.

The YCLSA will go all out in defence of our
country’s policy sovereignty in all sectors of socio-
economic and political transformation and
development. We shall face off with imperialist
groupings, their surrogates and trans-national
capitalism head-on. We will engage with the
Progressive Youth Alliance and other progressive
and revolutionary forces to build a formidable
unity against all imperialist machinations in our
country, continent and the world over.

The 10th Anniversary of YCLSA re-establishment
coincides with terminal challenges in the
progressive trade union movement as led by the
Cosatu and to workers generally. While we believe
that the federation has capacity to handle its
internal challenges relating to unity and cohesion
we however will not fold our arms and reserve
our duty to young workers. In the main, these
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challenges result from the structural and endemic
crisis of capitalism.

Unfortunately, there are some elements who have
bought into treating the ANC, the Communist
Party and Cosatu as well as some of its affiliates
as the cause of the problem instead of the crisis
of imperialism. These elements are identifiable
among others by mushrooming unions, de-
campaigning of the ANC and calls to workers and
Cosatu to abandon the revolutionary alliance and
disintegrate into new political organisations.

It is our duty as the YCLSA to entrench among

young workers and develop scientific clarity about
the challenge of exploitation and the need for
worker and working class unity. Our message to
young workers is that disunity and fragmentation
among the workers can only serve the bosses and
the exploiters. Whoever is championing disunity
and fragmentation and substitute other trade
unions for the enemy must be seen to be
promoting a programme that ultimately benefits
the bosses and exploiters.

The YCLSA says young workers, unite, and unite
with all other workers! For you are one!

FORWARD TO THE 2ND DECADE 

FORWARD!

Continues…
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SACP’s Message of Support

Message delivered by Cde Thulas Nxesi, Deputy
National Chairperson of the SACP

Let me on behalf of our Central Committee
congratulate the Young Communist League (YCL)
for the work well done since its founding in 1922
and re-establishment in 2003.

The YCL was banned in 1950 as part of the
apartheid regime`s banning of the Communist
Party. Our decision in 2002, twelve years after
unbanning of the Communist Party in 1990, to re-
establish the YCL could not have come at the right
time. This decision redefined the South African
political landscape among young people. First of
all the decision opened the stage for the
development of a Marxist-Leninist youth
organisation with unwavering commitment at
serving as a preparatory school of the Communist
Party.

Since its re-establishment in 2003, nine years
after our democratic breakthrough achieved in
1994 the YCL played a significant role in the
Communist Party, in our broader movement and
to the youth in general. The YCL carried out its
twin tasks of rallying young people behind the
policies and programmes of our Party and
engaged in the struggle of youth development.
Specifically the YCL brought a focused attention
on the youth within the Party, becoming actively
involved on recruitment and mobilisation for the
national democratic revolution and the struggle
for socialism.

Today the SACP is far larger than it was in 2002.
The Party`s membership is now close to two
hundred thousand. Young people make up
approximately 31 percent of SACP membership.
These young activists largely come from the ranks
of the YCL. The growth of the Party is therefore
not only the fruit of our programme to build
working class hegemony in all key sites of power
and struggle, buttressed by an organisational
strategy to build the SACP as a larger vanguard

Party of the working class.

YCL programmes and campaigns, to name but a
few, Political Education and Ideological Training
based on Marxist-Leninist principles; the ID
Campaign which focuses on ensuring that young
people have identity documents and can use
these to gain access to social services; the Joe
Slovo Right to Learn Campaign which focuses on
education and training; the Jobs for Youth
Campaign which focuses on addressing
unemployment among the youth; Youth Health
Campaign which includes the free sanitary towels,
circumcision and anti-HIV/AIDS campaigns, are
more relevant to the youth. These and other YCL
campaigns must be advanced rigorously and
deepened to improve the quality of life of young
people for the better under the national
democratic revolution while mobilising them for
socialism in their life time.

It is through revolutionary theoretical
development and practical work on the ground
that the YCL will itself become more relevant to
the youth at all times and more than ever before.
This must be based on building a strong and
activist organisation in communities, institutions
of learning, industrial areas and wherever young
people are found and have activity. The SACP is
interested in the growth of the YCL both
quantitatively and qualitatively because of the
critical importance this has in turn in building the
Party. The YCL must therefore intensify its
Operation Khula to achieve continuous growth in
its membership, number of branches and quality
of contribution in the national democratic
revolution and the struggle for socialism.

In the present period where the trade union
movement is experiencing internal challenges the
role that the YCL must play among young workers
cannot be overemphasised. Within the trade
union movement there has emerged elements
who are motivated by unbridled personal
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Continues…

ambitions, commercial interests coupled with
private wealth accumulation and the cult of
personality. These elements would stop at
nothing to pursue division and disintegration.

This is the context within which in the post-2009
period some started attacking the SACP, using
trade unions as a political platform to do so.
These attacks were extended to the African
National Congress (ANC), later the Congress of
South African Trade Unions (Cosatu), and now our
revolutionary alliance as a whole. Calls for
workers not to support the ANC and for Cosatu to
leave the alliance are part and parcel of this
agenda, which is now clear for all to see, i.e. a
political deviation to start a new opposition
against the ANC and the alliance based on a
politics of populist adventurism.

The YCL must be rooted among young workers,
play a leading political role among them in their
daily struggles against economic exploitation, and
simultaneously develop and provide Marxist-
Leninist clarity and political guidance. In view of
our shared perspectives the YCL must work
tirelessly to unite the Progressive Youth Alliance
(PYA) in action among young workers and rally
them behind the national democratic revolution
and our revolutionary alliance.

There must be no doubt among young workers
that without belonging to the ANC and SACP is to
be without political guidance. One cannot serve
as a progressive if not revolutionary leader within
the working class movement without political
guidance. Instead of being misled not to support
the ANC which is aimed at leaving the ANC
coupled with a campaign directed at Cosatu to
leave our alliance the YCL together with other
formations of the PYA must toil among young
workers about the importance of belonging to the
ANC, SACP and Cosatu and therefore the
importance of our revolutionary alliance.

It is because of our alliance that we have achieved
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victory against the forces of apartheid. It is
through our alliance that we have made a huge
difference for the better and significant progress
in the lives of the millions of the workers and
poor since ascendency to government by the ANC
in 1994.

The SACP calls upon YCL and allies: Cosas, Sasco,
ANCYL, and all other progressive youth
formations to mobilise the youth to vote for the
ANC because of following reasons among others.

In the last 20 years, the ANC-led government has
achieved among others the following:

• We have crashed apartheid institutions that
were undemocratic, unrepresentative,
oppressive, and serving a minority. We laid
the foundations for the development of a
democratic developmental state based on
the principles of a united, democratic, non-
racial, non-sexist and prosperous society in
which there is a better life for all.

• We have put in place a set of progressive
labour legislation to transform the
workplace and the employment and
working conditions of the workers for the
better.

• We have more than doubled the number of
students attending university and
graduating in 2012 than in 1994. The
number of Africans attending university has
increased from 49 percent in 1995 to 66
percent in 2010, coupled with the expansion
of the National Student Financial Aid
Scheme to cover more than 1.4 million
students in colleges and universities. We
have built over 3.3 million houses,
benefiting more than 16 million people.

• We have increased the number of
households with access to electricity to 12
million, 7 million more than in 1994. The DA
would have left it to the capitalist market
"to sort out" the housing crisis, leaving

SACP’s Message of Support
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millions of our people in the devastation of
homelessness.

• From 1994 until the 2008 global financial
crisis, we have achieved the longest period
of uninterrupted economic growth in South
Africa`s history. Our task is to transform our
economic structure and shift towards a new
growth path with employment, decent work
and the expansion and diversification of
economic activity particularly manufacturing
at the centre stage.

Young Reds attending the celebrations, 02 February 2014

• Since 1994, 5 million more people are
working, with a total employment of 14
million.

• The Public Works and Community Work
programmes created 6 million work
opportunities for unemployed people, 40%
of them young people. This record is
unprecedented anywhere in the world.

• 5,000 farms have been transferred to black
people, benefiting 200,000 families. Nearly
80,000 land claims have been settled and
benefitted 1.8 m people. Our task now is to
support those emerging black farmers.

• People receiving social grants increased
from 3 million to 16 million since 1994. This
is crucial - in a period of large scale
structural unemployment - where most
countries have cut back on social grants -
the ANC has prioritised the plight of the

poorest of the poor. I don`t think the DA
would have done that. They would have
been too busy giving tax cuts to their rich
friends.

• 92% have access to potable (drinkable)
water, compared to 60% in 1996.

In the last 5 years, the ANC-led government has
achieved among others the following:

• We have discarded HIV/AIDS denialism. We
rigorously advanced testing, prevention,
treatment, and prevention of mother to
child transmission, resulting in turning the
tide against a falling life expectancy rate. We
have increased life expectancy by almost 4
years, to 60-61 years in 2012-13.

• We have regained the 1 million jobs lost as a
result of the 2008 global economic crisis.

• R1 trillion has been invested in
infrastructure. This is real economic
development which is creating expanded
economic capacity and jobs.

• The number of adults with banking services
grew from 60% in 2009 to 75% in 2013.

• 500 informal settlements were replaced
with permanent housing and basic services.

• The matric pass rate increased from 60.6%
in 2009 to 78.2% in 2013.

• FET enrolments increased from 345,566 in
2010 to 657,690 in 2012. This is crucial - to
make sure that our young people receive
training that will allow them to qualify for
full-time employment.

• Loans and bursaries to poor students
increased from R2.3bn in 2008 to R8bn in
2013. The Minister of Higher Education is
pulling out all the stops to increase the
funding so that more students from
disadvantaged communities can study.

• Over 7million learners are now in no fee
schools, up from 5million in 2009.

10
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• New teacher graduates more than doubled -
up from 6,000 in 2009 to 13,000 in 2012.

• Due to the increased access to testing and
treatment, babies born HIV+ were reduced
from 24,000 in 2008 to 8,200 in 2011 - and
average life expectancy increased by 4 more
years to 60 years in 2012.

Defend our achievement and advance in doing
more.

All of these and other achievements we made
through the national democratic revolution must
be advanced, deepened and defended. Equally,
there is still more work that must be done. This
includes rectifying mistakes including reviewing
policies that did not help since 1994.

It is therefore crucial for the YCL together with the
PYA to go all out to campaign for our alliance as
led by the ANC to win the next national and
provincial elections with an increased majority. It
is only this alliance that is organisationally capable
of leading our society towards the successful
achievement of the goals of the Freedom Charter.
In our view as the SACP, this will lay an
indispensable basis for an advance towards
socialism.

It is also important for the YCL, the PYA and young
people in general to be on the outlook of
imperialist projects that seek to destabilise and
then hijack our democracy. Imperialism interferes
everywhere to this end, including by buying the
so-called prominent individuals, fronting and
remote controlling them from behind against
revolutionary movements in post-colonial
societies, and ours is not an exception.

The recently exposed counter-offensive by a USA-
based lobby group and transnational
pharmaceutical corporations to disrupt and
distract South Africa from adopting a new
intellectual property rights policy must not be
taken lightly. In defence of humanity and human
life, all progressive and revolutionary forces must

go all out against such agendas. It is important
that we press ahead with the review of the
prevailing intellectual property rights regime in
favour of a new policy that places human life first.

It is equally important for the YCL as with the
entire PYA to examine changes in the political
landscape among the youth, identify and confront
imperialist machinations. It can only be to our
peril to assume that such machinations among
the youth do not exist. The agenda of imperialism
spares no sector in pursuit of exploitation and
private capital accumulation.

More still needs to be done: based on a
successful track record, the next ANC government
is committed to deliver on the following areas.

Economy and jobs:

• Local procurement: the state will get 75% of
goods/services from producers in SA,
support small enterprises, co-operatives,
and broad-based empowerment.

• Massive roll-out infrastructure: Energy,
Transport, ICT and Water - will create
economic activity and jobs.

• Jobs for youth - on placement and
internship schemes, 60% of employment in
infrastructure will be for youth, plus youth
employment projects, training incentive
schemes.

• Consolidate the public works programme,
creating six million work opportunities by
2019 - many of which will be of long
duration. This is what the DA wants to
protest about - yet they have no
alternatives.

• Investigate introducing national minimum
wage to reduce income inequality.

• Enforce measures to end abusive work
practices for part-time and contract workers
and those employed by labour brokers. This
is long overdue comrades.
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Transform our Rural Areas

• Focus meeting basic food needs, land
reform and rural enterprise development,
supported by local markets, credit facilities
and infrastructure - prioritising former
homeland communal areas.

• Strengthen agricultural college education
through skills development funds.

• Expand the Food for All programme for
procuring and distributing affordable
essential foodstuffs directly to poor
communities.

• Increase the number of youth participants in
the National Rural Youth Service Corps
(NARYSEC) from the present 14,000 to
50,000 in the next five years.

• Accelerate the settlement of remaining land
claims submitted before the cut-off date of
1998, and re-open the period for lodgement
of claims for restitution of land for a period
of five years, starting in 2014.

Human Settlements and basic services

• Provide one million housing opportunities
for qualifying households in urban and rural
settlements over the next five years.

• Accelerate provision of basic services,
infrastructure in informal settlements.

• Increase the supply of affordable housing
through housing allowances for teachers,
nurses, police officers, office workers and
others who do not qualify for RDP subsidy,
but cannot afford housing.

• Work with banks, private sector
organisations, co-operatives and social
partners to increase the provision of capital
for housing - also establish a mortgage
insurance scheme.

• Connect an additional 1.6m homes to
electricity grid over the next 5yrs.

• Continue the work to achieve access for all
to running water and decent sanitation.

Education and Training

• Make 2 years of pre-school education
compulsory. This is a crucial indicator of
subsequent success in the schooling system.

• Eradicate adult illiteracy through the Kha Ri
Gude literacy programme.

• Teacher development:

– Teacher colleges linked to universities
re-opened, in-service training.

– Bursary programmes to improve
teacher development.

– Investigate appropriate working
conditions for public servants -
teachers in particular.

• Further improve the quality of basic
education up to the senior grade.

• Open two new universities in Mpumalanga
and Northern Cape.

• Build 1000 new schools and provide
accommodation for 50 000 students.

• Expand the FET college sector 12 new
campuses in 2014 - more support and
funding for students.

• Introduce compulsory community service
for all graduates.
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Health care for all

• Implement the next phase of the National
Health Insurance (NHI) through a publicly
funded and administered NHI Fund.

• 213 new clinics and community health
centres and 43 hospitals will be constructed.
Over 870 health facilities in all.

• 11 NHI pilot districts will undergo major and
minor refurbishments.

• Strengthen and expand the free primary
health care programme.

• Train average of 2000 new doctors per year.

• Improve management of public hospitals,
reduce costs private health care.

• Intensify the campaign against HIV and AIDS,
ensure 4.6 million receive anti-retrovirals,
expand male circumcision and HIV-
counselling and testing.

• Ensure chronic medication is available and
delivered closer to where patients live - first
500,000 patients to start benefiting in 2014.

Expand Comprehensive Social Security

• Increase the supply of social service
professionals - e.g. social workers.

• Introduce mandatory cover for retirement,
disability and survivor benefits.

• Continue to roll out existing social grants to
those who qualify.

• Urgently finalise policy discussions on a
comprehensive social protection policy that
ensures no needy South African falls through
the social security net.

Fight Corruption and Crime

• Intensify the fight against corruption both in
government and private sector.

• Stop public servants from doing business
and holding public officials individually liable
for losses arising from corrupt actions.

• Pursue action against companies involved in
bid rigging, price fixing and corruption in
past and current infrastructure build
programmes.

• Any ANC member or public representative
found guilty in a court of law to step down
from any leadership positions in the ANC,
government and society.

• Partnerships with street committees and
community safety forums.

• Strengthen Sexual Offences and Community
Affairs Units as a priority to deal with
domestic violence and violence against
women and children.

Build Social Cohesion and a United Nation

• Strengthen participatory democracy in
workplaces, schools, hospitals and clinics,
and in our communities.

• Promote a culture of dialogue, accords and
commitments across society as part of our
national effort to build a social compact for
growth and development.

• Ensure public representatives are constantly
in touch with the people and listen to
people`s concerns and needs.

The ANC has a vision and programme for
fighting poverty and equality

• Long term we need to build an economy
that provides decent jobs for all.

• Skills development and better education key
to economic development and jobs.

• In the short term we have to make sure that
poor households get support and services
that deliver a better life for the poor now.

• Since 1994, on every single working day, the
ANC government has delivered: 600 new
houses, water to 1 300 new households, 1
300 houses connected to electricity, 2 600
new social grant beneficiaries, 7 million
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School meals - all these target poor
households. Also free education and
healthcare for the poor.

• The total cost of all free services is more
than R3000 per month per poor household.

The DA-Agang has nothing to offer except
gimmicks

• The proposed march to Luthuli House to
protest against the ANC - which led the
Alliance that liberated this country is part of
the useless gimmicks that characterise the
DA-Agang.

• Even the Business Day admits that they have
no idea what DA economic policy stands for.

• Swallowing up Agang for the sole purpose of
finding a "credible black leader" who is
available to the highest bidder should not
stop us from examining the credibility of this
leader. We will be forced to point out some
truths about Dr Mampele:

– Whatever her role was in the black
consciousness movement, she
betrayed those principles the moment
she agreed to become a black token
figurehead in a party dominated by
white capitalist interests. Steve Biko
must be turning in his grave.

– We hear that she was a Director at
the World Bank - a body infamous for
its structural adjustment programmes
- causing massive unemployment in
developing countries. We heard
nothing about any challenge to these
policies from Mampele. More
betrayal!

– Recently she announced her personal
fortune of R55 million - which she
seemed to think was small change.
This indicates the circles she is
moving in. In fact some of the

journalists estimate the fortune to be
much bigger. And where does this
money come from? From mining
shares acquired for free - and at the
expense of the struggling miners.
More betrayal!

– And now she has shown us that she
cannot even organize a political party
- in conditions of freedom and with
the support of business interests. So
what does she do: she takes Zille`s
offer - abandoning ship, abandoning
those who had been misled into
supporting Agang. Yet more betrayal!

Let us expose political charlatans for who they
are! Let us consolidate and advance the
revolution! Let us vote for the ANC! Let us march
to the realisation of the goals of the Freedom
Charter and Socialism! Let us build the YCL to
become bigger, stronger and mightier!

Long live YCL, long live!
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Message delivered by Cde Sidumo Dlamini,
President of COSATU

Comrades and all communists present here today

I bring revolutionary greetings from the red house
which harbours both COSATU and the SACP head
offices.

We are honoured to have been invited by the
YCLSA, to come and share with you these
important 10th anniversary celebrations which
happen during such a critical and strategic
moment in our revolution.

Please allow me to report a few things about the
state of COSATU, your federation today and into
the future.

The National Office Bearers, the Central Executive
Committee and the more than 2million
membership of COSATU said that I must tell you
that despite the challenges we are going through,
your federation is still alive with an undying
fighting spirit.

Workers said that I must tell you that none of our
unions will leave COSATU because as workers they
will refuse to bow under any pressure forcing
them to leave a federation they have built
through their sweat over the years under painful
circumstances when to be a member of a union
or any of our formations meant death.

Instead of having some unions leaving the
federation we are getting more unions outside of
COSATU writing letters requesting to affiliate to
this, fighting federation.

They want to join COSATU because they know
that we are part of the revolutionary alliance
which has delivered freedom in this country. They
know that we are an organisation of principle. We
are an organisation which does not compromise
principle for political convenience.

We are an organisation that respects its
principles, policies and codes of conduct. We are
an organisation that belongs to our members and

not to individuals.

As we speak we are conducting a disciplinary
process which has been widely reported in the
media and that process is being handled with all
the care and dignity it deserves.

What we will not allow is when some choose to
misrepresent facts about this matter in the media
forcing all of us to counter these lies using the
same media space.

There is a systematic attempt to divert our
attention and energies from this organisational
process and instil fear to us, plant the seeds of
doubts to the public and ultimately render the
federation paralysed.

We want to say for all to hear that we will not be
detracted by this ill conceived campaign neither
will we be made to fear.

But we will focus on ensuring that COSATU
remains an organisation which is capable of
defending its constitution and policies and that it
becomes an organisation which retains its dignity
and more importantly we will ensure that
COSATU becomes even more militant and radical,
not on the terms determined by those who want
to liquidate us but based on the tried and tested
strategies and tactics agreed to in our various
constitutional meetings.

Actually we have known about this campaign to
liquidate COSATU, the ANC and the SACP a long
time ago. We can systematically trace its
emergence and its manifestations from various
platforms and actions which pointed out very
early that there was an intention to construct
COSATU into something that it is not.

The tactics which are being used to attack
COSATU and the movement as a whole are similar
to those employed by the Apartheid system and
many other reactionary forces which wanted to
destroy the liberation movement. They all failed
as they will fail against.
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We now hear that there is planned march to our
offices which is a sign of commitment to fight
COSATU to the bitter end.

This will not be the first time to see attacks
directed against COSATU physical buildings and
to targeting individuals. We have been taken to
courts and called names in the media by both
our class enemies and by those we have for
years considered to be our own comrades.

All we know is that our enemies have realised by
now that it is not easy to destroy this gigantic
federation, the apartheid Adrian Vlok failed
when he bombed our head offices on the 7th

May in 1987, the DA failed when they rented
crowds of African youth to march to our offices,
many are still failing as we speak and many will
fail in the near future.

Those of our unions who have issues about the
federation they must stop raising these in the
media. There are constitutional platforms where
these can be subjected to rigorous democratic
debate and discussion.

Comrades must know that it is wrong to lose a
debate in a constitutional meeting and go out to
campaign against the organisation using the
same issued lost in a democratic process.

Comrades must know that once a decision gets
taken by a democratic structure through
majority rule all of us must respect and
implement such a decision as if we never

differed with it in the first place. That is what we
call revolutionary discipline.

This new culture of participating in democratic
processes and when your views do not win, go
out to the media and to the streets to defy the
decisions which emerged from a democratic
processes in which you also participated is not
just wrong and is not just a sign of naked
dishonesty but it is a counterrevolutionary act of
the highest order.

We want to repeat that, nothing will ever destroy
COSATU. We are like the proverbial baobab tree
with a longest life span and that can stand all
kinds of weather, but still continue to be a shelter
to great kings and communities under which
great important decisions got taken.

We found COSATU as a strong and fighting
federation we will leave even stronger and even
more militant and not as a property of an
individual but as an even sharper instrument of
class battles.

We will leave COSATU as a united, strong worker-
controlled organisation. That secures and sustains
workers gains.

We will continue to embark on a concerted
organisational drive to consolidate, build and
further democratise our organisation; extend our
organisations to areas where workers are
currently unorganised; and to act decisively to
combat practices, or conditions, which lead to
worker disunity or fragmentation of our
organisations.

We are hoping that in the process the Young
Communist League will also take some lessons
from these painful yet educating experiences our
federation is going through.

We have also noted over a long period of time
that there is an expressed and yet wrong and
ideologically flawed expectation that we should
treat the SACP and the ANC as enemies of the
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working people. This has become a new test to
determine who is radical and militant.

If one goes out and hurl insults and throw stones
at the SACP or the ANC that person becomes a
hero. Those who do not do this are labelled as
having been co-opted.

We will not allow ourselves to fall into this trap
because the SACP and the ANC remain our long
standing strategic and revolutionary allies and
also because we have internally established
platforms to engage our allies and where we are
able to box each other and come out to the public
to wage a war against our real class enemies
which is white monopoly capital.

Actually our congress has instructed that to build
a socialist movement coalescing around the SACP,
it said we should work with the SACP to convene
a national political school with a view to amongst
others develop a common perspective on taking
the struggle for socialism forward based on the
outcomes of our 11th congress and the SACP's 13th

congress.

Our 11th National Congress have instructed that
we should house the SACP at the COSATU House
without any rental cost and to continue providing
financial, material and other resources both as a
Federation and affiliates.

The Congress said we should properly resource
the SACP, so that it efficiently and diligently
deploys competent cadres into governance
without compromising its organizational strength

Our National Congress also instructed that
COSATU and its affiliates need to contribute in
ensuring that the Party is able to execute its aim
of radicalizing the NDR diligently and that the ANC
is strengthened to play its leadership role of the
NDR.

Our Congress even further clarified that financial
assistance to the SACP should be taken as
revolutionary contribution and at no stage should

this be made an element of conditionality or be
disclosed to public unless declared with the
approval of the NOB's of both Organizations.

In other words the 11th Congress was saying that
the relationship of our allied organisations must
never be on the bases of the good personal
relationship between leaders because when that
relationship deteriorates it goes down with the
organisations.

Secondly the implementation of resolutions by
our organisations must never be based on which
resolutions individual leaders like or do not like
because that will lead to resolutions being
implemented half way and those aspects which
are not of individual preference become
discarded.

Our organisations must never operate simply on
the bases of individual trust but must operate on
the bases of their own collectively agreed to
principles policies, strategies and tactics.

The writing and interpretation of our resolutions
and policies must never rely on individuals but
must always reflect a shared and common
understanding by the collective.

These are congress resolutions which must be
implemented as a whole not selectively.

As COSATU we have also conducted our own
assessment of both the ANC and the South
African political landscape and on the bases of
this assessment resolved that with all the
challenges our movement is confronting it is only
the ANC led Alliance which can advance our
demands as it has done all over the years.

Nothing has changed from our assessment which
can make us to change our minds on this position.
Instead we have held a successful Alliance
Summit where together with the SACP were
upfront about issues where we did not agree
including with certain aspects of the National
Development Plan.
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We also participated in the drafting of the
manifesto and we also repeated areas where we
were not happy and there is agreement on the
process to be followed to address these issues.

The manifesto has many issues which address our
demands. Amongst others these include the
following the fact that the manifesto commits on
the following:

a) To strengthens the enforcement of the
Employment Equity Act which requires that
employers report unequal incomes in all wage
levels and submit plans to reduce inequalities.
This is an act which was openly opposed by the
DA because it is threatening white privileges

b) It commits to ensuring that collective
bargaining takes place and is strengthened in all
sectors of the economy.

c) It commits investigate feasibility to implement
national minimum wage, which builds on the
decisions reached at the Alliance Summit, where
there was an in-principle agreement on the
national minimum wage..

d) It commits to enforce legislation to eliminate
abusive work practises in atypical work and labour
broking and to improve the capacity of the
Department of Labour to enforce this and all
other labour laws. We will be working with
government to ensure that this happen

e) It commits government on a programme to
create decent work and sustainable livelihoods for
inclusive growth.

f) It commits to the accessible , reliable and
affordable public transport.

g) The manifesto allows space for further
engagement with grey areas in the National
Development Plan in line with the Alliance
Summit decision to allow for a discussion and
debate to address the concerns raised by the
SACP and COSATU.

h) We have demanded the implementation of NHI

and the manifesto commits to its implementation
and we want to work with the Young Communist
to monitor its implementation in a manner that
ensures that the working class and not capital
benefits maximally from the system.

i) The manifesto also commits government to
strengthen support for co‐operatives in marketing
and supply activities to enable small scale
producers to enter formal value chains and take
advantage of economies of scale.

This will include targeting public institutions as
primary buyers of agricultural goods and support
for small scale producers' access to municipal
markets". It also says that government will
expand the Food for All programme as part of the
national integrated food and nutrition policy for
procuring and distributing affordable essential
foodstuffs directly to poor communities and will
promote local procurement to increase domestic
production and the creation of decent jobs by
directing the state to progressively buy at least
75% of its goods and services from South African
producers and support small enterprises,
co‐operatives and broad‐based empowerment.

j) The manifesto also says that we will ensure all
South Africans have access to adequate human
settlements and quality living conditions through
programmes that provide one million housing
opportunities for qualifying households over the
next five years, and providing basic services and
infrastructure in all existing informal settlements.

Comrades you must know that these good
intentions will not happen automatically, but their
implementation will be have first to be decided
on the ballot box and your task is firstly to go out
and mobilise communities to go out in numbers
to vote and when they vote to vote ANC so that
these promises can become real implementable
government programmes.

It will not end with ensuring that the ANC wins
elections but YCLSA must also mobilise
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communities to monitor if government does
indeed translate these as its programmes in a
manner that was conceived and conceptualised
by the ANC and the Alliance as a whole.

YCLSA must ensure that these co-operatives are
genuine co-operatives which operate as co-
operatives not simply as another PTY limited
business for an individual who is the only one
who carries an ATM card on behalf of the rest for
his own selfish individual family needs. Co-
operatives are for collective activity and collective
benefit.

This time around comrades we also have got to
put to a stop the tendency by some of our
deployed cadres who can simply reinterpret policy
and implement their own policies not agreed to at
congress or in the manifesto such as the National
youth tax incentive.

Comrades we have said and we continue to say it
today that we strongly believe that any form of
youth wage incentives will further cement the
exploitation of young workers and will lead to the
displacement of older workers.

Despite the assurance that the ANC has given us
that workers will be protected against
displacement, we believe that no employer would
admit the real reason for dismissing an employee
and would possibly make allegations of
misconduct or poor performance.

The real task which lies ahead includes developing
our own proposals about the real programmes
which must interpret the commitments in the
manifesto. Such a responsibility cannot be left to
government bureaucrats alone.

The working class formations have a responsibility
to ensure that the common commitment to
achieve radical economic transformation becomes
a reality.

We must work to build capacity of our own
organisations to put forward the real content

of what we mean by radical change in the socio-
economic conditions of our people and the
creation of a powerful developmental state,
which intervenes decisively in strategic sectors of
the economy.

We must work to put tangible proposals about
what we mean about changing the ownership and
control patterns of the South African economy
which continues to reproduce colonial and
capitalist domination and which has increasingly
taken a foreign dimension with among others
SASOL's announcement that it will be investing
some R200bn in Louisiana.

The task therefore does not end with the ANC
wining elections it goes beyond that and includes
building capacity of our formations to drive
development from below and re- impose the
notion of a people centred and people driven
development away from a bureaucratic centred
and know -all driven development .

For this to happen YCL's presence must be felt in
every jut and corner of the country!

Comrades we know from our own experience
that the demands that have today become law in
this country were as a result of struggles waged
inside the state and in the streets by activists in
the movement.

Even as we identify issues where we still need to
engage the ANC and the Alliance but we have
more reasons to mobilise for the victory of the
ANC where there exist a policy platform and
proven track record to implement progressive
policies which favours working people. For is
elections constitute another site of struggle which
must be won under the banner of an ANC led
Alliance.

COSATU has developed a clear election
programme and our unions have also developed
elections programmes which connect to the
election machinery of the ANC. Workers from all
our unions will be working across the length and
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breadth of our country mobilising for the victory
of the ANC.

It is the ANC which liberated workers in this
country when other parties where against the
Labour Relations Act. We recall days when we
marched side by side with comrade Mandela
demanding the LRA and the removal of the lock
out clause.

We can't imagine ourselves under the rule of the
DA who we know that the first thing they will do
will be to repeal the Employment Equity Act, give
labour brokers a free reign and repeal the Labour
relations Act in the name of Labour market
flexibility to secure cheap labour for capital.

Comrades Nelson Mandela warned us when he
wrote an article in 1963 tilled the "Shifting Sands
of illusions - referring to the Liberal Party which
was the DA of that time

"That the high-sounding principles enunciated by
the Liberal Party, (which was the DA of that time)
though apparently democratic and progressive in
form, are essentially reactionary in content. They
stand not for the freedom of the people but for
the adoption of more subtle systems of oppression
and exploitation. Though they talk of liberty and
human dignity they are subordinate henchmen of
the ruling circles. They stand for the retention of
the cheap labour system and of the subordinate
colonial status of the non-European masses
together with the Nationalist Government whose
class interests are identical with theirs. In practice
they acquiesce in the slavery of the people, low
wages, mass unemployment, the squalid
tenements in the locations and shanty-towns".

We know that any of the issues we have identified
will be won on the bases of consciously
intensifying the class struggle that will alter the
balance of forces on the ground. We know that no
class can voluntarily give away political and
economic power.

These should be fought for and be won through
the strength of our organisation and with the
employment of multiple strategies which include
mass struggles in the streets and engagements in
boardroom.

It is for this reason we will continue to heighten
our campaign against youth incentive Tax Act, for
the total banning of labour brokers, and against E-
tolls because these laws will not serve the
interests of the working class. We will continue
not buying e-tolls and to demand the total ban of
labour brokers. We invite the Young Communist
League to join us in these campaigns

May the YCL continue to live as a vibrant, creative
and revolutionary communist youth formation
which sets the pace and determine the content
and direction of the transition?

Amandla!

20

Continues…

COSATU’s Message of Support

Cde Sidumo Dlamini

COSATU President

http://www.google.co.za/imgres?imgurl=http://citizen.co.za/wp-content/uploads/sites/18/2013/08/Sidumo-Dlamini-e1376328532172.jpg&imgrefurl=http://citizen.co.za/111061/five-months-unusual-dlamini/&h=399&w=600&tbnid=Yd61vWp9XWridM:&zoom=1&docid=2y_4qr8Meq_nJM&ei=M0E5U56GJomBhAeE34DwBg&tbm=isch&ved=0CF8QhBwwBA&iact=rc&dur=530&page=1&start=0&ndsp=10
http://www.google.co.za/imgres?imgurl=http://citizen.co.za/wp-content/uploads/sites/18/2013/08/Sidumo-Dlamini-e1376328532172.jpg&imgrefurl=http://citizen.co.za/111061/five-months-unusual-dlamini/&h=399&w=600&tbnid=Yd61vWp9XWridM:&zoom=1&docid=2y_4qr8Meq_nJM&ei=M0E5U56GJomBhAeE34DwBg&tbm=isch&ved=0CF8QhBwwBA&iact=rc&dur=530&page=1&start=0&ndsp=10


By Cde Jessie Duarte, Deputy Secretary General
of the ANC

Twenty years ago we began a journey to eradicate
the legacy of apartheid. It has been 20 years of
freedom and democracy. The lives of our people
have vastly improved and South Africa is a much
better place than it was before 1994. Over the last
five years, the ANC has worked together with all
South Africans to do more to fight poverty and
unemployment and reduce inequality. Despite the
negative global economic situation, we have built
on the social gains achieved since 1994. More of
our people have been lifted out of extreme
poverty; we have created more jobs than before;
expanded social grants, housing and basic
services to our people; and further improved
access to better education and health care.

Yet the challenges facing our country are
immense. Poverty, inequality and unemployment
still affect the lives of many people. Corruption
continues to erode our social fabric and
undermine our development efforts. Our
economy continues to feel the effects of the
global economic slowdown. South Africa has
begun a new and far-reaching phase of its
democratic transition. This calls for bold and
decisive steps to place the economy on a
qualitatively different path. The National

Development Plan (NDP) aims to eradicate
poverty, increase employment, create sustainable
livelihoods and reduce inequality by 2030.

Over the next five years, the ANC will:

Build an inclusive economy that create jobs

• Establish capacity in the state to do long-
term planning, drawing where necessary on
expertise that exists in wider society.

• Promote local procurement by directing the
state to progressively buy at least 75% of its
goods and services from South African
producers and support small enterprises,
co-operatives and broad-based
empowerment.

• Accelerate the roll-out of the massive
economic and social infrastructure
programme – especially in energy,
transport, ICT and water – to unlock
economic opportunities, create jobs and
improve people’s quality of life.

• Empower, educate and create jobs for youth
through job placement and internship
schemes, allocating 60% of employment in
infrastructure and other projects for youth,
and promoting youth employment and
training incentive schemes.

• Promote investment and access to credit in
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the productive economy from the financial
sector, including development finance
institutions, through bolder and far-reaching
reforms.

• Consolidate the public works programme,
creating six million work opportunities by
2019. Many of which will be of long
duration.

• Investigate the modality for the introduction
of a national minimum wage as one of the
key mechanisms to reduce income
inequality.

• Enforce measures to eliminate abusive work
practices in atypical work and labour
broking.

• Promote decent work and strengthen
measures to speed up employment equity.

Transform our Rural areas

• Implement rural development focusing on
meeting basic needs, land reform and rural

enterprise development, supported by
localised markets, credit facilities and
economic infrastructure.

• Increase investment in agricultural
infrastructure in support of small-holder
farmer development, prioritising former
homeland communal areas.

• Expand the Food for All programme as part
of the national integrated food and nutrition
policy for procuring and distributing
affordable essential foodstuffs directly to
poor communities.

• Accelerate the settlement of remaining land
claims submitted before the cut-off date of
1998, and re-open the period for lodgement
of claims for restitution of land for a period
of five years, starting in 2014.

Ensure decent living conditions and sustainable
human settlements

• Provide one million housing opportunities
for qualifying households in urban and rural
settlements over the next five years.

• Accelerate provision of basic services and
infrastructure in all existing informal
settlements.

• Increase the supply of affordable housing
through mobilisation of housing allowances
for teachers, nurses, police officers, office
workers and many others in the gap market.

• Connect an additional 1.6 million homes to
the electricity grid over the next five years.

• Continue work to achieve universal access
to running water and decent sanitation.

Improve and expand Education and Training

• Make two years of pre-school education
compulsory; eradicate adult illiteracy;
attend to teacher development; and further
improve the quality of basic education up to
the senior grade.
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• Open two new universities, expand the FET
college sector, with greater support and
adequate funding for students and introduce
compulsory community service for all
graduates.

Ensure quality health care for all

• Implement the next phase of the National
Health Insurance (NHI) through the creation
of a publicly funded and administered NHI
Fund, strengthen and expand the free
primary health care programme, improve
management of public hospitals, and reduce
the costs of private health care.

• Intensify the campaign against HIV and AIDS
to ensure at least 4.6 million people receive
antiretrovirals, and expand the male
circumcision and HIV-counselling and testing
programmes.

• Ensure chronic medication is available and
delivered closer to where patients live,
benefiting hundreds of thousands of South
Africans.

Expand comprehensive social Security

• Increase the supply of social service
professionals, introduce mandatory cover
for retirement, disability and survivor
benefits, and continue to roll out existing
social grants to those who qualify.

• Urgently finalise policy discussions on a
comprehensive social protection policy that
ensures no needy South African falls through
the social security net.

23

Continues…

ANC’s Election Manifesto

Cde Jessie Duarte

Deputy General Secretary ANC

Fight Corruption and Crime

• Intensify the fight against corruption in both
the public and private sectors through
measures to restrict public servants from
doing business and holding public officials
individually liable for losses arising from
corrupt actions. We will pursue action
against companies involved in bid rigging,
price fixing and corruption in past and
current infrastructure build programmes.

• Require any ANC member or ANC public
representative found guilty before a court of
law to step down from any leadership
positions in the ANC, government and
society.

Build a United Nation and promote Social 
Cohesion

• Strengthen participatory democracy in
workplaces, schools, hospitals and clinics,
and in our communities.

• Promote a culture of dialogue, accords and
commitments across society as part of our
national effort to build a social compact for
growth and development.

• Ensure public representatives are constantly
in touch with the people and listen to
people’s concerns and needs.

Together we move South Africa Forward!



Northern Cape Provincial Council Declaration

The 2nd Provincial Council of the 4th Congress
PEC of the South African Communist Party in the
Northern Cape Province took place from the 15th
– 16th February 2013, in Kimberley. The Provincial
Council was attended by more than one hundred
and twenty (120) delegates drawn from both the
PEC of the SACP and the Young Communist
League of South Africa (YCLSA), as well as Districts
and Branches of the Party and delegates from
Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU),
African National Congress (ANC) and South
African National Civic Organisation (SANCO).

The Provincial Council received comprehensive
reports focusing on political and organizational
work since the 4th Provincial Congress in relation
to our Party programme, the South African Road
to Socialism. The council also received considered
reports international, continental and local
contexts and balance of forces, as well as
elections work.

International and Continental Context

The Provincial Council deliberated on
circumstances pertaining to developments
affecting the working class and the poor
internationally and locally, as driven by imperial
forces and the Breton Woods institutions.

The rise in foreign, neo-liberal and imperialist
interference in African states such as Central
African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo,
Mali and the greater Sudan area, North and
South, cannot be left unattended as they are an
interruption to independent developments,
nationhood and sovereignty. The historical legacy
of colonialism and the dominance of imperialism
stunt socio-economic growth and create
instability on the African Continent.

The SACP will strengthen and intensify its role in
solidarity work with the working class, both in the
continental and abroad with all fraternal
countries, organisations, particularly the

progressives of the world. This includes but not
limited to activist participation in our Party led
international solidarity campaigns: the struggle of
our Palestinian people, the on-going campaign for
the release of the Cuban 5 from US prisons and
the strengthening of ties and cooperation with
progressive Latin American states who are
constantly being economically, politically and
subversively bullied by the imperialist hegemon in
North America.

Domestic Context

The Provincial Council elaborated on the Party`s
approach towards the 2014 General Elections.
Our main task at this moment remains to
consolidate working class hegemony across racial
lines in all communities. Together with our
Alliance partners, the Party aims to work towards
an overwhelming victory of the ANC in the May 7
General Elections to enable us to continue to
defend, deepen and advance our second radical
phase of transition.

We also resolved as thus the following:

Education

The Provincial Council welcomes the intervention
of the Minister of Higher Education and Training,
Comrade Blade Nzimande, in the on-going
resolution of the challenges facing our post-
school institutions. The council further applauded
the firmness of the department to make
education fashionable by affirming the
importance of colleges in societal transformation
and development and making them institutions of
choice. The council also welcomed and
congratulated the first intake to the Sol Plaatje
University as an epoch-making moment.

Health

The health system in the province continues to
face structural challenges that limit our capacity
to respond to the urgent needs of our people. The
Party welcomed the health department`s efforts
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of dispatching 38 young people from the Province
to undertake the studies in medicine in Cuba. We
further wish to encourage the Province to
increase its capacity and the recruitment of more
young people to study nursing and other medical
disciplines.

The council further urged all our structures to
continue working with our democratic
government towards the full implementation of
the National Health Insurance. In particular we
welcome the location of one of the pilot sites in
De Aar – in our province.

The Workplace

SACP`s plan to build and strengthen working class
hegemony through continued establishment of
workplace and industrial units is another key
campaign in our 2014 Programme of Action.

The council expressed the need to develop a
programme to conscientize workers so that we
are able to pursue the objectives of the medium
term vision (MTV).

We will work together with COSATU in advancing
this campaign.

The Economy

The principal task in this regard is to radically
transform the current semi-colonial growth path
of our economy in order to tackle the triple
challenges of unemployment, inequality and
poverty and also overcome the skills challenges.
The working class has to play its vanguard role in
this regard to alter the current path characterized
by systemic and structural challenges.

Although we have made some important policy
breakthroughs and strides on this front, we need
to intensify efforts to transform the economy to
be responsive to the needs of the people,
particularly the working class and the poor.

In this regard our province needs to radically
break away from “business as usual” and adopt a
paradigm shift.

The State

The state is a critical site of struggle; the highest
concentration of political power. We must resist

the liberal idea that the state is inherently bad
and evil. Government as an organ of the state is
an important tool in the hands of our people to
deepen and advance the radical second phase of
our revolutionary project. We must further
deepen our efforts for the continued
transformation of the state to advance people-
centred development and foster the building of a
democratic developmental state that is
responsive to the needs of the working class and
the poor.

The Community

We will intensify the struggle to build people`s
power in our communities, again combining
people`s power in the local sphere with local
state power. This is a very important sphere of
organization and mobilization, in which we will
deploy most trusted cadres to play a broader role.
It is also important that we continuously mobilize
in this front all the time, not only when it is
election time. We will assume a leading role in
community struggles around service delivery to
properly locate those as part of our alliance giving
leadership to society and closing rank against
counter-revolutionaries and opportunists.

The Battle of Ideas

Ideological struggles are an integral component of
the struggle of the working class against
capitalism and to transform the immediate
conditions of the workers and the poor. An
important component of the battle of ideas is
that of contesting the media space.

The dominant ideas in society are the ideas of
those who control the means of production and
in turn use this as a lever to reproduce their
ideas. Our resolve is to robustly engage the staple
diet continuously given by the commercial media.
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We commit to build alternative voices in the
media as opposed to extensions of the liberal
bourgeois media.

Elections

The SACP in the province will work towards the
overwhelming victory of the ANC and leverage the
campaign to build and strengthen Party
structures.

The Party will also intensify its discussion forum
on a weekly basis in an endeavour to educate
communities about democracy and the need for
people to exercise their vote in defending our
democratic gains.

Alliance

The Party`s analysis of workerist syndicalist drifts
within the organised labour movement will
indeed be confronted with the rollout of key
campaigns, linked with perennial political and
ideological seminars. The party calls on all its
structures to defend NUMSA from being
swallowed by ultra-left vultures who wish to
divide the working class.

The Party and COSATU will be marching to the
Nama Khoi municipality to expose the rot of
corruption and maladministration by the DA.

The Party aims to strengthen its relations with
COSATU and its affiliates through joint
programmes and campaigns and political
education. The Party will work with its allies
especially COSATU to intensify our campaign of
transforming the financial sector to amongst
others protect the workers and the poor from
unscrupulous financial institutions and
mashonisas.

As part of further strengthening the full time
capacity of the party as per the SACP 13th
National Congress Constitutional amendment of
having 2nd Deputy Provincial Secretaries, the
Provincial Council also filled the position by
unanimously electing Cde Kabelo Mohibidu in the

position. The delegates of council declare that no
effort will be spared to continue with our struggle
to create a more humane and better people-
centred world order.

Issued by the SACP Northern Cape
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Cde Darius Babuseng, SACP Provincial Treasurer

Cde Allister Jack, SACP  1st Deputy Provincial 

Secretary

Deployees from COSATU, SANCO & the ANC
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Cde Norman Mahobe Shushu, SACP Provincial 

Secretary

Cde Grace Pampier, SACP Central Committee 

Member

Cde Maruping Lekwene, SACP 

Provincial Chairperson

Cde Kabelo Mohibidu, YCLSA 

Provincial Secretary
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By OJ Fourie

The ANC launched its election manifesto at its
102nd anniversary celebrations. The National
Executive Committee of the ANC has declared this
the year of “United Action to move South Africa
Forward.” The implementation of the 2014 ANC
election manifesto will indeed move South Africa
forward in order to create a better life for all as
we will be entering into our 3rd decade of
democracy.

Voters are not just called to vote for the ANC
because of what the ANC has done for this
country prior to 1994, but voters are called to
vote for the ANC because of what the ANC has
done for the country since 1994. The ANC has
made great strides on the 5 key priority areas (eg.
decent work, education, health, crime, rural
development including land reform and food
production) identified and will continue to
emphasise and make vast improvements going
forward through the next administration after the
elections have been won by the ANC.

The ANC have given us freedom, peace,
democracy, inclusion into the international
community, and human rights. After 20 years the

ANC 2014 Election Manifesto Booklet
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I Vote ANC!

ANC has ensured that the country is
experiencing rich democracy that very few
places in the world are experiencing. For
example, we have a very independent press,
we have an active and vibrant civil society,
new political parties are freely established,
opposition parties can freely operate,
government can be taken to court, and
citizens have freedom of association.

The ANC and the Alliance is the only driving
force that have the capability to close the gap
between the rich and the poor and to improve
the lives of all people and in particularly the
poor and the unemployed. The workers of this
country needs a united and strong alliance, a
divided and weak alliance will only be to a
disadvantage for the poor and unemployed.
Therefore workers must unite with one voice
and vote for the ANC.

The YCLSA wants to call on all the workers to
go out in their masses and vote for the ANC in
the upcoming national elections. Workers
cannot afford to be separated from the ANC
through counter-revolutionary forces that has
reared its ugly head through the trade union,
NUMSA, and opportunistically politicians, EFF.
The YCLSA is calling on all members of the
Alliance to be of service to the nation.

The YCLSA will campaign in the elections
under the banner of the ANC. We are certain
that the ANC, with this manifesto, will win the



national elections with a great majority.

The voter registration process has been concluded
with more than a million voters registering over
the last weekend of registration during 08th – 09th

of February this year. To all those who have
registered, and for those who have already been
registered voters, have given themselves the right
to make their voices heard come the 7th of May
2014. It will only be for the 5th time that all South
Africans can go together to the voting booths
across our Rainbow Nation to cast our votes!

On the 27th of April 2014 we will be celebrating 20
years of democracy. The ANC has ensured that all
citizens of our country could enjoy democracy for
the past two decades. The ANC has ensured that
we all have the right to vote. The democracy that
the ANC has created is much more than just the
right to vote, it has ensured that all South Africans
can lay claim to human dignity and to human
rights as captured in our progressive constitution.
Democracy has ensured that we can all play apart
in moving South Africa forward.

ANCManifesto launch, 11 January 2014

South Africa is without a doubt a much better
place to live in today, since the dawn of
democracy, than what it has been pre-1994. As
we will be entering the third decade of democracy
we must finally put apartheid behind us and move
forward united.
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Cde OJ Fourie

YCLSA National Committee Member

The more we continue to blame apartheid, the
more we tend to keep it alive. We need to bury
apartheid and take full ownership and
responsibility for our South Africa.

For the past couple of hundred years not all
citizens could claim equal rights in their land of
birth, this has only been experienced for the past
twenty years. Separate development has been
the order of the day and the driving force of the
apartheid regime that has managed to alienate
the lives of millions of South Africans within their
own country of birth.

The ANC stands for united development and for a
non-sexist, non-racist, united, democratic, and
prosperous South Africa. The ANC stands for a
South Africa that we all can call home, a South
Africa were we all can reach our dreams, a South
Africa where all our children can have a hope and
a future, a South Africa that can serve as a beacon
of hope, peace, justice, democracy and human
rights for all of humanity.

South Africa needs a united voice that will
deepen our democracy and ensure that all South
Africans will move forward in the next decade.
Let’s unite on the 7th of May and vote ANC, and
by so doing, ensuring to move South Africa
forward and build a better life for all. A divided
voice will only limit our potential and weaken our
ability to move forward as a country.

Forward to the 3rd Decade of Democracy
Forward!
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Cde OJ Fourie & Cde Kabelo Mohibidu, YCLSA 

Provincial Secretary

Northern Cape delegation with Cde Chris 

Matlhako, SACP Central Committee Member

02 February 2014

ANC Gauteng Provincial Chairperson, Cde Paul 

Mashatile & ANC Deputy Secretary General, Cde 

Jessie Duarte

Cutting of the Revolutionary cake Young Reds attending the Rally



SACP Office 

Party Office Building in Kimberley 

Fulltime Revolutionary Staff 
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Announcements  

Let your voice be heard write to the editorial team at
yclsa.nc@gmail.com!

Please send your letters/views/comments to the editorial
team, we want to publish your inputs in the next edition of
the Red Voice

Banking Details: Let us fund our Revolution!

YCLSA FNB 62210860038
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Northern Cape 

Provincial Office

053 831 4180

yclsa.nc@gmail.com

17 Graham Street

Kimberley

8301

District Contact Details:

Parks Leburu District

District Secretary - Basil Sekoa - 072 705 4079

Joe Slovo District

District Secretary - Nokuthula Tyutyu - 073 575 5072

Braam Fisher District

District Secretary - Tshepiso Boihang - 083 734 2597

Dora Tamana District

District Secretary - Trompie Reiner - 073 260 8024

Basil February District

District Secretary - Darren Engelbrecht - 082 560 8855

Editorial Team:

Kabelo Mahibidu

Provincial Secretary

Lebogang Olyn

Deputy Provincial 
Secretary

OJ Fourie                   

National Committee 
Member

Next Edition 

Cde Chris Hani

ANC Elections Victory

Northern 
Cape

Province 

Northern 
Cape

Province 
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