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Editor’s Voice

We, The Young Communist League of South
African in the Northern Cape, are very pleased
that the Red Voice is publishing its 8th Edition on
the 3rd Quarter of the year 2014. This edition is
published against the backdrop of the protracted
five months strike which had a negative impact on
permanent jobs in the platinum belt with massive
job cuts affecting youth labour force. This quarter
has also seen the intensification of effort in the
rebuilding of the ANCYL and we hope to work well
with the newly elected collectively in pursuit for a
united PYA in the Province to alter the socio-
economic challenges facing young people in the
Province.

In marking the occasion of SACP 93rd Anniversary,
the Red Voice captures the key message of the
Celebration with the focus on the growth and
strength of the Party with over 191,000 members.
The Red Voice congratulate the Party in its growth
and display of political maturity by remaining
more united, a disciplined and principled
vanguard party - a consistent and reliable ally of
the Tripartite Alliance.

To a large extent, the Red Voice expresses
solidarity with all the oppressed people of the
world, with the specific emphasis on the
Palestinian question. The red voice covers a
number of campaigns which displays support and

allegiance with their struggle against the
Apartheid Zionist Israel. To the people of

Palestine, we say we stand by your side, and we
are prepared to offer you support to the extent of
our ability. We are outraged, in particular, at the
continuing vicious campaign waged by apartheid
Israel by waging war and massacre to Palestinians
for demanding their own land and freedom.

We also cover the marking of the celebrations of
August Women's Month by commemorating the
role that women have played in the national
democratic revolution. We emphasize that it is
time to take stock of the livelihoods of working
class women in South Africa. The daily
experiences of working class women are a
measure of how far a society has gone in
achieving a society based on promotion of human
rights for all. It is time to ask ourselves what is
necessary in society for the emancipation of
women to be realized and what conditions are
necessary in society for this to be achieved.

This edition adds to the loud and progressive
voices of the world calling and working towards
an alternative world based on Peace and humane
values.

This is our Voice and unashamedly it is from the
young reds of the SACP.
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Cde Kabelo Mohibidu

YCLSA Provincial Secretary



Message delivered by Cde Blade Nzimande,
General Secretary of the SACP

93 Years ago the Communist Party of South Africa,
the first Communist Party on the continent of
Africa was launched. 93 Years later we are here,
we are still standing; we are still growing; we are
fighting fit. With over 191,000 members we are
larger than ever before. We are more influential
than at any other time in our history. We remain
united, a disciplined and principled vanguard
party – a consistent and reliable ally of our
strategic partners. We are a party of activism, we
are a party of socialism. We are proudly South
African, and we are proudly internationalist and
anti-imperialist.

We would like to take this occasion of our 93rd
Anniversary to express our solidarity with all the
oppressed people of the world. To them we say
we stand by your side, and we are prepared to
offer you support to the extent of our ability. We
are outraged, in particular, at the continuing
vicious campaign waged by apartheid Israel on
the Palestinian people, who have been massacred
for the crime of demanding their own land and
freedom. We condemn this genocidal campaign in
the strongest terms possible.

The SACP as pioneer of non-racialism and
progressive trade unionism.

We are the Party that pioneered non-racialism in
SA - both in principle and in practice. For many
decades we were the only political party in SA
that had a non-racial membership. In the 1920s,
long before the ANC, it was the Communist Party
that called for one-person one-vote, majority rule.
We are the party that pioneered progressive trade
unionism in our country, as well as progressive
journalism. We are the Party that organised in
struggle the unity between the working class and
the rural peasantry - the great Alpheus Madiba,
Govan Mbeki and Gert Sibande, the Lion of the
North, were among the communists who
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combined the struggles of workers and those of
the deep rural areas. It was communists, like JB
Marks who built the tradition of mine-worker
unionism, overcoming the tribalisation that the
mining houses sought (and still seek) to impose
on workers in order to divide-and-rule. In
practice over the decades it was the Communist
Party that upheld the values of non-sexism, with
outstanding women communists like Dora
Tamana and Ray Alexander leading the way.

With the launch of the armed struggle, it was
communists who were in the vanguard. The
names of numerous communists are listed in the
roll-call of honour of martyrs - from Johannes
Nkosi, to Vuyisile Mini, to the Lion of Chiawelo,
to Chris Hani.

Our colours are red - not as a fashion statement.
They are red because our banners have been
dipped in the blood of our martyrs. We are
proud of the large number of communists who
served as MK commanders, platoon leaders,
Commissars in Chief, camp commissars, and rank
and file soldiers. Communists served in MK in
order to bring politics into an armed struggle.
Those who held ranks in the People’s Army had
earned them, and they were part of a collective -
and not a personality cult. We politicised the
people’s army in a time of military struggle for
the realisation of national liberation. We never
militarised politics especially not in a time of
development and construction. And we never
confused hooliganism with radicalism.

But today, as we recall this proud history, we
must also understand that our history, our unity,
our strategic vision, and our considerable
influence, all of these place upon us critical
responsibilities here in the present. And this is
our central message today, to all communist
cadres, to our broader movement, and to our
country: LET US RE-BUILD THE UNITY AND
COHESION OF OUR TOWNSHIPS, OF OUR



VILLAGES AND OUR WORK-PLACES. LET US BUILD
TRULY POST-APARTHEID HUMAN SETTLEMENTS.

LET US FORGE COMMUNITY POWER, PEOPLE’S
POWER, WORKER’S POWER AND DEMOCRATIC
STATE POWER.

Combine working class and state power to drive
the second phase.

LET US STRENGTHEN STATE POWER WITH
PEOPLE’S POWER. LET US USE STATE POWER TO
RE-INFORCE PEOPLE’S POWER. Popular forces in
our communities must work with and claim the
state - not walk away from it. On the other hand,
without popular power reinforcing the state, the
state itself - no matter who wins elections - is
vulnerable to hijacking.

This is the only way we can defeat monopoly
capital. This is the only way we can roll back the
tyranny of the market.

To carry forward these tasks we must also defeat
the anti-majoritarians in the DA and in much of
the commercial media. Ever since 1994 they have
sought to de-value and de-legitimise the popular
electoral conquest of state power. They have
sought to down-size and de-legitimise the public
sector. They have sought to unleash the
dictatorship of the market and the private
profiteers over popular sovereignty. They have
sought to weaken our democratic state and our
democratic mandate through liberalisation,
privatisation, and labour brokering. They try to
weaken our resolve to carry through with our
democratic mandate by warning of dire threats
from ratings agencies. Monopoly capital has
disinvested nearly a quarter of our total GDP over
the past 20 years. They perpetuate their
investment strike that has lasted at least seven
years - and then they blame workers for striking
for three weeks. They are aided and abetted in
this strategic agenda by those in the state who are
corrupt, by politicians who are tenderpreneurs, by
careerists, by public servants who are rude to
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those whom they should serve, by teachers and
health-care workers who are neglectful of their
students and patients, by police who act
negligently or brutally against civilians. The free
marketeers are also aided and abetted by those
in the labour movement who turn unionism into
factional war-lordism, or into business unionism
privatising worker retirement funds for their own
profit.

Corruption, tenderpreneuring, bureaucratic
neglect, business unionism - these are the allies
of the anti-majoritarians, of the Afro-pessimists,
of the counter-revolution. They provide free
advertising to the market fundamentalists who
spread the lie that everything about the public
sector and trade unions is bad. We must deal
decisively with negative tendencies within the
state and our own movement - or they will
erode everything that we have fought for.

Lately the anti-majoritarians have been joined by
disparate new forces, some posing as radical
left-wingers. But there is a common thread
connecting them all - they seek to de-legitimise
the ANC-led government, a government that has
once more just achieved an overwhelming
popular electoral mandate. We must neither
exaggerate nor under-rate the dangers of the
times in which we are living. The loyalty of the
working poor and those living in deep rural areas
generally remains with our movement - but it
cannot be taken for granted. The persisting triple

LET US STRENGTHEN STATE 
POWER WITH PEOPLE’S 

POWER. LET US USE STATE 
POWER TO RE-INFORCE 

PEOPLE’S POWER.
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crisis of poverty, unemployment and inequality
creates space for all manner of opportunists. They
blame government for everything. They mobilise
demagogically, making impossible demands that
lead desperate communities into the jaws of
defeat from which the working class will struggle
for years to recuperate- as has happened on the
platinum belt.

It is in this context that, as an Alliance, we have
agreed that it is imperative that we embark upon
a second, radical phase of our democratic
revolution.

But what is this second, more radical, phase?

But what do we mean by "a second radical phase
of the National Democratic Revolution"? Across
our broad movement and indeed in government,
comrades are turning to the SACP to assist in
developing an understanding of a second radical
phase, an understanding that has serious content
- so that it is not just a slogan. And it is here that
the Party’s policies and programmes, notably
SARS - the South African Road to Socialism -
become absolutely central. SARS precisely seeks
to map out a radical approach to the NDR in our
current reality.

In the first place, what do we mean by RADICAL?
Check the dictionary, you will see that radical
doesn’t mean anarchy or hooliganism, it means
getting to the root of things. In our situation being
radical must mean getting to the root of why 20
years into democracy crisis levels of
unemployment, poverty and inequality are still
being reproduced.

In SARS we provide a very clear response. The
triple crisis is because we haven’t placed our
economy and wider society on to a different
growth and development path:

• Our economy is still dominated by the
interests of private monopoly capital -
particularly, but not only, in the mining,
energy and finance sectors. Our exports are
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dominated by largely un-beneficiated
minerals.

• Over the past 20 years we have actually de-
industrialised with tens of thousands of
jobs lost in the manufacturing sector.
Large monopolies crowd out small and
medium enterprises.

• Apartheid geography continues to wreak
havoc in our towns and cities and in our
rural areas - the working class and poor are
located far away from work opportunities,
resources and amenities. We have
removed racial Group Areas, but the
private property market creates an even
greater wall between rich and poor, as
estate agents and so-called property
developers transform public spaces into
golf-courses and shopping malls.

• We have four banking oligopolies that are
not investing in our developmental
priorities, but they fund consumption,
often with reckless lending, and a strong
role played by omashonisas. Some of our
banks have themselves dipped into being
omashonisa.

But the situation is not helpless. Over the past 5
years we have seen important steps being taken
to place our economy onto a different
developmental path:

• The state-led Industrial Policy Action Plan
has given a major boost to key
manufacturing sectors and to jobs in these
sectors - notably the auto-sector and the
clothing and textile sector which was close
to extinction a few years ago.

• These state led industrialisation
programmes are further supported by the
localisation drive in particular (and once
more this is state-led) by leveraging state
procurement to create local manufacturing
and local jobs. We have set a 75% local

Continues…
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target for state procurement.

• Further supporting re-industrialisation is the
major emphasis the democratic state has
now placed on skills and training for the
productive economy - with a particular focus
on the expansion of FET colleges.

• The trillion-rand state-spend on
infrastructure is the largest amount ever
spent on infrastructure in SA in real terms.
The massive infrastructure programmes
under-way under the leadership of the
Presidential Infrastructure Coordinating
Commission are designed to transform SA’s
geography - bringing jobs and development
to regions that have been marginalised. An
excellent example of this is Strategic
Integrated Project 1, unlocking the northern
mineral belt here in Limpopo. The area is
rich in platinum, coal, chromite and
palladium, but it has not been developed
because it requires energy, water, and rail
logistics - and all of these require
coordination. This is what is underway as we
speak - and, once again, it is only a
developmental state using its strategic state
owned enterprises (notably in this case
Eskom and Transnet) that is capable of
unlocking the potential. Left to the market
nothing would happen.

• However, the massive PICC-led
infrastructure build is not just about
industrial development, it is also focused on
transforming our towns, cities and villages.
Building new integrated patterns of urban
development and connecting remote rural
villages to roads, and providing clinics,
schools, colleges to areas that have been
neglected in the past.

• What is more, we are also connecting the
infrastructure build programme to
stimulating local manufacture. In the run-up
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to the 2010 FIFA World Cup we had to import all
the BRT buses we needed in Johannesburg and
Cape Town from Brazil. Now we are
manufacturing them locally.

We could go on listing things like this, but what
we have said so far should be enough to make
two basic points:

• One - the constant anti-ANC government
onslaught which seeks to sow
despondency and a sense that all of
government and everyone in government
is corrupt, lazy and useless is a lie. It’s a lie
that has an agenda - to downsize and roll-
back a developmental state, in order to
create space for private profit-
maximisation at the expense of the
working class and poor.

• Two - the idea of a radical second phase of
the NDR is not just an idea. A radical
second phase is already underway - in the
rolling Industrial Action Plans, in the efforts
to ensure localisation, in the massive
Presidential-led economic and social
infrastructure build, in the vast expansion
of skills training. These are the beginnings
of the second phase. They and much more
must now be up-scaled, advanced,
coordinated AND defended.

Defend the Developmental State, Defend
ESKOM, no to privatisation!!

Nothing is irreversible. As we advance, the class
struggle will intensify. One major front of this

Continues…
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class struggle is now shaping up on the energy
front.

Back before 1994 SA had surplus electricity
capacity and amongst the cheapest electricity in
the world - but this was electricity supplied mainly
to the mines and smelters and to white suburbs,
while our villages and townships relied on
paraffin, coal and wood.

The new democratic government used Eskom for
a major drive to electrify households. The first
household electricity connections began in SA in
the 1890s. Between then and 1994, 5 million
households were connected to electricity. Since
1994 a further 7 million households have been
connected. This means that in 20 years our
majority-rule democratic government has
connected more households to electricity than it
took white minority regimes a whole century…!!

But while we were carrying out this major
redistributive effort, government (under the neo-
liberal influence of the 1996 class project)
neglected the task of building more generating
capacity and of refurbishing and expanding the
transmission and distribution network. Eskom
engineers warned of the approaching capacity
problems. But their warnings were disregarded by
the 1996 class project - they believed that Eskom
could be privatised and that would solve future
problems. In the late 1990s and early 2000s there
was a drive to sell off Eskom. But there were no
private sector buyers - for the simple reason that
Eskom’s regulated prices and developmental
responsibilities meant that there were no fat
profits to be made.

Valuable time was lost while the 1996 class
project vainly tried to attract buyers. Eventually
this policy was reversed, but by this time many
skills had been lost in Eskom - the last major
power station had commenced construction back
in the 1970s. And so when it came to building
major new power stations - Medupi and Kusile -
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Eskom’s own in-house construction and project
management skills were depleted. This has been
part of the problem behind the delays and cost
over-runs at these sites. (Medupi here in
Limpopo is, by the way, the largest construction
site in the whole of the southern hemisphere).
But the real problem in the delays and cost
escalations has been with the private sector
contractors. The French multi-national, Alstom’s
control instrumentation and boiler protection
system proved to be seriously faulty. Likewise,
thousands of welds on boilers supplied by
Hitachi, the Japanese multi-national, were
dangerously unserviceable, setting back
construction by many months. These are the real
culprits -private sector multinationals!!

But, of course, it is Eskom that gets blamed in
the media and by the opposition parties. And
now the vultures are circulating around Eskom.
They want to privatise parts of it. They want to
use the financing challenges to cherry-pick. They
want to leave Eskom with ageing power-stations
while the new ones go to the profit-seekers.
They want to take away transmission from
Eskom. Everywhere in the world where
electricity grids have been fragmented and
turned into for-profit enterprises there have
been major breakdowns - including in the richest
state in the United States - California. In
California electricity was de-regulated and this
encouraged market-manipulation in the now
infamous Enron scandal. The result was that
California experienced multiple major black-outs
in 2000 and 2001. Even in the US they have had
to reverse their neo-liberal de-regulation of
electricity policies.

We must not allow the vultures (including some
within our own movement) to destroy Eskom.
Instead:

• We must now take forward the important
capacity that Eskom has re-built through

Continues…
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the Medupi process, and through the
refurbishment of older power stations. We
must not throw these capacities away, and
lose another 20 years.

• Eskom must be given a mining licence for
coal - so that it does not have to depend on
profit-maximising private suppliers. Eskom
used to have a mining licence, but its old
mines are now in the hands of private
sector, for-profit mining companies.
Ironically, SASOL (long since privatised) still
has a mining licence!!

• Alternative financing models must be found
for municipalities. Municipalities take Eskom
electricity and then add an extra amount to
the price charged to households and other
clients, this has a negative impact on poor
communities, and it also often discourages
investors from setting up factories in
municipalities that charge a premium for
electricity. To make matters even worse,
there are municipalities that owe Eskom
tens of millions of Rands.

We say NO TO THE FRAGMENTATION OF ESKOM!
We say NO TO THE PRIVATISATION OF ESKOM!
We say WE SHALL DEFEND AND BUILD ESKOM AS
A PUBLIC RESOURCE!

Eskom is a critical component of the
developmental state that we seek to build. It is a
critical element in taking forward a second radical
phase of the NDR.
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Let us re-build the unity and cohesion of our
townships, of our villages and our work-places.

But we will not advance a radical second phase
of the NDR just from positions within the state.
We need to reinforce the state through building
people’s power in our townships and villages,
and by building workers’ power in our work-
places.

This means re-building the unity and cohesion of
our popular forces. It means fostering a different
relationship between the state and popular
forces.

We must break with the neo-liberal idea of a
"delivery" state in which communities become
passive clients and customers of top-down
delivery. We need to re-awaken the spirit of
popular activism. We need to see government
and communities as the CO-OWNERS, as the
JOINT-PLANNERS, as the COLLECTIVE
MANAGERS of our public resources. Don’t burn
the library or the community hall - take
collective responsibility for planning it, for
building it, for maintaining it, for using it.

But we won’t build this unity and this cohesion
if, between government with its resources, on
the one hand, and the interests and aspirations
of the community, on the other, there is a
ruthless tenderpreneur, or a corrupt politician,
or an insensitive bureaucrat.

And this becomes the challenge of our SACP
branches on the ground. At our 13th National
Congress in 2012 we said that as Communists
we would TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE
REVOLUTION. It is easy to take a purely
oppositionist stance, to demagogically whip up
anger and frustration, especially in the midst of
the triple crises of poverty, unemployment and
inequality. But, as Lenin said, the politics of pure
oppositionism, the politics of pure negativity, is
infantile. It provides no constructive leadership.

Eskom must be given a mining 
license for coal – so that it 

does not have to depend on 
profit-maximising private 

suppliers.
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But what does taking responsibility for the
revolution mean for SACP branches? It means that
we must be among our people. We must listen to
and understand their aspirations and their
frustrations. We must know our communities. But
knowing our communities also means connecting
up with, learning from and helping those who are
already doing constructive community work -
those in community based organisations and
NGOs, maybe faith-based organisations, those
(they may not be active politically) who are often
voluntarily doing home-based care, or rape crisis
advice, or running food gardens, or coaching
youth at sport. How do we use our access to local
government and its resources to build and expand
the capacity of those working in these ways? Are
there community policing forums, or
neighbourhood watches in our townships and
villages? Are we active in them? How do we use
them to make our communities safer and more
united - how do we use them to de-militarise the
police? In short, how do we build a different
relationship between working class communities
and the state? Unless we get this right, we can say
goodbye to a second radical phase of the
revolution.

In this respect, as the SACP, we see government’s
Expanded Public Works and Community Work
Programmes as one important way of taking this
challenge forward. We must see these
programmes as much more than just temporary
make-work opportunities. Our election manifesto
commits us to creating 6-million public
employment work opportunities over the next
five years. Reaching six million participants will
play an important role in augmenting our social
grant system, in providing some income relief to
poor households. But equally important, we need
to understand that what EPWP participants are
doing (or should be doing) is real work, creating
real value in the assets that are produced and the
services that are provided. The DA calls this
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"not real work" because it is not work for a boss,
it is work that produces "use-values" (to use
Marx’s term) for working class communities and
not "exchange-values" for capitalists.

If we are to contribute to building community
and working class cohesion it also means that
the orientation and emphasis of our work as
communists in branches must shift away from a
total absorption in the politics of politicians - the
politics of lists, of gate-keeping, and of members
of members. We must prioritise our work among
the people.

And finally, as a critical leg of re-building popular
power, the SACP in October will be re-vitalising
our financial sector campaign. When we launch
(or re-launch) the campaign we will announce
fuller details. But an important emphasis will be
on the role of the financial sector - both public
DFIs (development finance institutions) as well
as private financial institutions - in developing
working class communities. Despite government
guarantees, private sector financial institutions
have simply not come to the party in
implementing agreements on addressing the
"Gap housing market" - the desperate plight of
hundreds of thousands of workers who do not
qualify for RDP subsidised houses, but who are
turned away by the banks when they apply for a
housing loan.

As part of our Red October campaign this year
we will be calling for a second Financial Sector
Summit (ten years after the first one that
emerged from our Red October campaign). We
must use the Summit to review progress, or lack
of progress, in implementation.

FORWARD WITH THE STRUGGLE TO
CONSOLIDATE A SECOND RADICAL PHASE OF
THE NDR!

Cde Blade Nzimande

SACP General Secretary

Continues…
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By Buti Manamela

Statement of solidarity with the people of
Palestine.

The social media blogger Mira Sucharov asked the
pertinent question: “Which side of the Israel –
Palestine conflict are you?”. He goes to make this
very relevant assertion on this question in
particular and conflicts in general, and I quote:
“Now that the Israel-Hamas ceasefire seems to be
holding, here at The Fifth Question I’m taking the
opportunity to mull over the tone and tenor of
social media discourse over the last month. Its not
surprising to see citizens (or residents) of a
territory lining up behind their government during
wartime while decrying the villainy of the enemy.
And there will always be many within a given
ethnic community who see their “side” as
necessarily in the right.”

Now these are profound utterances for anyone
who do not only aspire for peaceful settlement of
the any conflict in general and the Israel-
Palestinian conflict in particular. Wars are waged
by those who believe that force is not only the
viable option they have, but that it would help
them realize their political objectives.

It is important to appreciate the nature of the
Israel conflict from both a historic and
contemporary context. It is important even
without revisiting the details, to appreciate the
conflict as a result of the injustices of the past. In
South Africa we know too well how the
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injustices of colonialism and later apartheid
occasioned what was similar of the Israel
Apartheid State. Many would however agree,
without romanticizing the brutalities of apartheid,
that what the Palestinians suffers is without
comparison to the past South African situation.

The use of tanks and fighter jets against
defenseless civilians by the Israel State against
Palestinians undoubtedly demonstrate the
disproportionate use of force. Of course some
would argue that Hamas is using rockets against
Israel. But one merely have to look into the death
toll on either side to appreciate this
disproportionate use of force. Even more so, one
merely need look into the actual victims of the
Israel relentless bombardment of Palestinian
residential areas which are innocent children and
women.

Over the period of a month, the alarming
statistics stood as follows in the aggression
against the Palestinians:

• Palestinians killed: 1,868

• Palestinians Injured: 9,567

• Demolished Structures: 5,510

• Partially Demolished Structures: 4,674

• Damaged Homes: 30,920

• Schools Damaged:141

• Damaged Hospitals and Health Centers: 17
hospitals and 7 PHC clinics were damaged, 10
hospitals and 44 primary health clinics were
closed, 22 ambulances were damaged, and 83
health personnel injured, 19 health personnel
died after Israeli airstrikes.

• Attacks against Religious Sites: 46 mosques
cannot be used and 140 have been partially
damaged. Ten Muslim cemeteries have been
targeted. Two Churches and one Christian
cemetery have been Partially Damaged.

All this demonstrates that this is a full scale war



unfortunately waged against a defenseless
people.

At the core of the Israel-Palestinian conflict are
the injustices of the past, which resulted in the
annexation of Palestinian territory to establish the
Israel State in 1948. Ever since the US has helped
arm the Israel State machinery with the kind of
weapons it is now unleashing against the
Palestinian civilians. In recent times we have
witnessed the forked tongue of the US
Administration condemning the downing of flight
MH17 through what is alleged to have been
Russian made rocket. But the same US is saying
nothing about the fact that in the Palestinian-
Israel conflict US made fighter jets and US money
is used to sponsor the conflict.

In the minds of many across the world, the
arrogance of the Israel apartheid State is nothing
but a proxy of the US international policy. We
have in the US Administration an institution that
believes in the use of force and sanctions to
ensure compliance with its own national interests.
Thus we cannot condemn the Israel State without
condemning the very State that gives it the
muscle to unleash injustice against innocent
Palestinian women and children.

We believe that our stance is premised on
objectivity and cannot suffer the blind patriotism
that Mira Sucharov speaks of as we are neither
citizens of Palestine nor of Israel. We must declare
for the whole world to know that neutrality in the
face of naked injustice is equal to complicity to
the injustice itself. Our generation will be judged
harshly by history for doing nothing as a powerful
Israel State refuses to implement the Two State
solution merely because they do not want to see
Hamas having any say in Palestinian politics.
Today we must ask Israel as to who are they to
can tell how the Palestinian should govern
themselves and if that call in itself is not
antithetical to their pretences to democracy.
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We are not as the rest of the world oblivious to
what has been described as an “intractable
conflict” between the Palestinians and the
Israelis. We know too well the place that religion
occupies in the minds of the Israelis and the
Palestinians. But we also know that all these
matters are already taken care of in the Oslo
Agreement that re-iterates the calls for a Two
State solution between the two nations.

As South Africa continues to play a key diplomatic
role, it should not be one that is oblivious to the
fact that the conflict perpetuates and reinforces
the injustices of the annexation of Palestinian
territory by Israel. We must call on the US to do
as it preaches. The US has gone to sanction Russia
because it believes Russia can and must reign in
the Pro-Russia militants fighting against the
Ukranian interim government. It is this forked
tongue US foreign policy that we must condemn
as it brings the world ever closer to the kind of
conflicts that saw the bloodiest war in history, the
Second World War. The Israel-Palestine conflict is
a reminder of the commitment we must make to
peace but in the same breadth a commitment
also to justice, equality and democracy. As many
have alluded, there can never be peace where
injustice reigns supreme. It is our contention that
the conflict reflects the injustices that are daily
unleashed on ordinary Palestinians. Daily
Palestinians are humiliated by young Israel
soldiers who as Mira Sucharov would assert are
brainwashed into unconditionally supporting their
country’s warfare against innocent Palestinian
women and children. As many would know, are
country’s stance as inspired by the Freedom
Charter and the recent experiences since at least
1990, is that we must export peace to the rest of
the world and not war.

Cde Buti Manamela

YCLSA National Secretary

Continues…



By Lebogang Olyn

As we mark women's month to commemorate
the role that women have played in the national
democratic revolution, it is time to take stock of
the livelihoods of working class women in South
Africa. The daily experiences of working class
women are a measure of how far a society has
gone in achieving a society based on promotion of
human rights for all.

It is time to ask ourselves what is necessary in
society for the emancipation of women to be
realized and what conditions are necessary in
society for this to be achieved. We are proud, and
rightly so, every August of the anti-sexist, anti-
discrimination and pro-equality South African
Constitution, the bedrock of our democracy.

The significance of this for women, across the
classes, should not be under-estimated. The rights
protected in the Constitution are rights
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that all women can claim, but they are not yet
rights that all women, particularly working class
women, are living. The equality in law and rights
does not automatically translate into equality in
access to jobs, resources, and protection.
Unemployment, inequality and poverty, issues
that affect working class families in urban, peri-
urban and rural areas, have a particular impact
on the women in these families. Women bear
the direct burden of themselves not having jobs
or being marginalized in the job market, having
low income and facing high prices, of carrying
the burden of work in the home, of not having
access to land, credit and finance.

A life of abuse, discrimination and violation of
human rights remain the harsh reality for the
majority of the women in our Province.
Domestic violence is a reality that must be
addressed.

The YCLSA is calling on all to stop women and
child abuse, rape and killing. This are some of
the heinous criminal activities that are
deliberated towards women and children for no
reason other than the fact that they are
defenseless. We calling on the courts of law to
deal with this heartless criminals and remove
them from our society as they are a threat to a
society living in harmony.

Cde Lebogang Olyn

YCLSA Deputy Provincial Secretary

The YCLSA is calling on all 

to stop women and child 

abuse, rape and killing.

The rights protected in the 

Constitution are rights that 

all women can claim, but 

they are not yet rights that 

all women… are living. 



By YCL USA

The Young Communist League, USA calls for an
immediate cease-fire and an end to the attacks on
the Gaza Strip.

We are horrified by the mounting deaths of young
people in Gaza as a result of the aggression of the
Israeli government and military.

We stand in solidarity with Palestinian and Israeli
youth who are standing up for peace and unity,
rejecting racist attacks on Arabs throughout the
region, and advocating an end to the violent
occupation. We applaud the Israeli soldiers who
have refused to serve in this war and encourage
more young Israelis to do the same. We support
all efforts towards peace being made on both
sides.

We condemn the U.S. government’s role in the
Israeli government’s current aggression and the
breakdown of peace talks. We are deeply angered
that Prime Minister Netanyahu’s government
used the killing of young Israelis to justify its
extreme anti-Arab racism and current war on
Gaza.

The initial killings of young people on both sides
should have been an immediate call for peace and
negotiation. Now the mounting deaths in
Palestine and attacks on progressive forces within
Israel have undermined hope for youth in the
region for years to come. Young Communist
League, USA stands in solidarity with our
comrades and youth in Palestine and Israel.
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YCL USA
We call for:

• An immediate end to the bombings and the
violent occupation by Israeli forces in Palestine.

• Peace and unity between Israelis and
Palestinians.

• An immediate end to the racist attacks on Arabs
throughout the region.

• An immediate return to peaceful negotiations.

• The U.S. Government to end its support for
Prime Minister Netanyahu’s right wing policies,
the Israeli military, and the current war. End the
$3 billion in U.S. military aid to Israel. Invest this
money here in the United States for rebuilding
schools and infrastructure. Denounce the
unspeakable violence being leveled on Gaza,
and all violence throughout the region.

• Immediate aid to be sent to all families in Gaza,
for medical supplies, food, water, treatment for
war trauma, and all other necessary relief.

• Support for all families who have lost children
and loved ones in the current crisis.

• For all members of Young Communist League,
USA to engage in the Peace movement and
activities promoting an end to the current
conflict.

We condemn the U.S. 

government’s role in the 

Israeli government’s current 

aggression… 

Released by the YCL USA

05 August 2014



By YCL Canada

The Young Communist League – Ligue de la
jeunesse communiste condemns Israel’s
Operation Protective Edge, another criminal
attack on the besieged Gaza Strip supported by
our Conservative government.

As of the time this is being written, over 1000
Israeli airstrikes have killed over 160 people, at
least 20 of whom are children, and over 1000
Gazans have been injured. This is supposedly in
response to an increase in rocket attacks from
Hamas - home-made and smuggled rockets that
have caused no casualties. This is all following the
Israeli government’s atrocious “investigation” into
the kidnapping and murder of three Israeli teens
in the West Bank, in the process of which 400
Palestinians had been arrested and 5 killed, and
that Amnesty international has called `collective
punishment’. Despite this, Israel is calling the
increase in rocket attacks "unprovoked". In
addition, a 17 year old boy from East Jerusalem,
Muhammad Abu Khdeir, was murdered in
‘revenge’ by Zionist settlers, just one of many
examples of an increase in racist anti-Arab
sentiments encouraged by the political leaders of
the Apartheid system.

Ironically, Israel was recently elected as Vice-Chair
of UN’s 4th Committee, the one in charge of
decolonization matters. The regional group
«Western Europe and Other States», of which
Canada is member, supported Israel’s nomination.
As an imperialist country, member of the criminal
alliance of NATO and colonizer of Indigenous
territories, Canada seized this occasion to
reiterate its unconditional support of Israel - more
and more vocal under Stephen Harper’s
Conservative government. Its diplomacy has been
only focused on one side of this conflict,
emphasizing the launching of rockets by Hamas,
while supporting all the deaths and illegal
operations by Israel’s

occupation army. It is also noteworthy that no
political party sitting in the federal Parliament
condemned this operation, showing their
commitment to Canadian imperialism’s interests.

Like the World Federation of Democratic Youth
mentioned in a statement on Palestinian political
prisoners, One cannot find a better description of
imperialism than through the acts of the Zionist
entity. Occupation, displacement, attacks,
settlements, wars, and economic sanctions
against the Palestinians. Intervention in the
whole region of Middle East, mainly in Lebanon
and Syria. Destroying all aspects of rejection and
life against occupation of Palestine and some part
of Lebanon and Syria. As well as control of the
region.

To this day, the world witnesses the countless
times Israel has broken international “human
rights” laws, from its bombardments of Palestine,
Syria and Sudan, to its illegal settlements in
occupied Palestinian territories. At the same time,
we witness the UN and the international
community remain silent, as they neither hold
Israel accountable nor cease the flow of military
and monetary aid to the genocidal Israeli Defence
Forces. This rightfully questions the legitimacy of
these laws that are used to denounce Palestinian
resistance, but are entirely ignored and left
unaccounted for when Israel continuously breaks
them. Israel has and still is committing war crimes
that equates to genocide, apartheid and daily
terror. The western media and Israel label the
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resistance and struggle of Palestinians as
“terrorism” while continuing to portray
themselves as “civilized,” as the "only democracy
in the Middle East" -- designations that are only
legitimized by attributing terrorism to people of
colour and democracy to the white. All of this
conveys the hypocrisy of Israel and the hypocrisy
of imperialist nations. It is vital to stand in
solidarity with the Palestinian people because
their voice matters.

The Young Communists of Canada supports fully
the right of the Palestinian people to self-
determination and will continue to support the
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS)
movement until they achieve their full liberation.
The YCL-LJC stands on the side of the resistance
against Israeli’s illegal occupation of Palestine,
which represents one of the main obstacles to a
peaceful Middle-East. As we mentioned in our last
Convention, In the face of an even sharper pro-
Israel turn in the Harper Conservative’s foreign
policy, the YCL continues to call for an
independent Palestinian state with East Jerusalem
as its capital, the complete withdrawal of Israel
from all occupied territories, dismantlement of
the settlements and the Apartheid wall, lifting the
siege on Gaza, respecting the 1967 Green-line
boundaries, the full right of return for refugees,
the release of all Palestinian prisoners, and a de-
nuclearized Israel guaranteeing peace and
security with neighbouring Arab states.

We urge now all communists, peace- and
progressive-minded people of Canada to join all
initiatives, rallies and actions against Israel’s
Operation Protective Edge, oppose Canada’s
unconditional support to the Zionist entity, and to
participate massively in the BDS movement.
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Support from the Northern Cape

SACP Provincial Secretary, Cde Norman Shushu, 
giving a message of support to the people of 
Palestine.

YCLSA also showing their support! 



The Young Communist League of South Africa in
the province held its 7th Plenary Session in
Kimberley from the 4th – 6th July 2014. The
Plenary Session was attended by all PEC
members, Districts Chairpersons and Secretaries,
and the National Committee Deployee. The PEC
received the Political, Organizational and Financial
Reports which dealt comprehensively with the
state of the organization as well as presentations
on the International, Continental, and National
complex developments.

The PC acknowledged the fact that the Plenary
session takes place after the extensive June Youth
Month, among others, not forgetting the 1960
Lilies Lief Farm accident which was the
underground Head Office of SACP used to house
most senior comrades of Congress Movement. It
was at this farm in Revonia where the commonly
known Revonia Trialists were apprehended by the
apartheid police

The PC also made a critical observation at a
protracted five months strike by AMCU in the
platinum belt which intended to cripple the
economy and cause the suffering of the workers,
with the possible consequence of job cuts. The
mafia tactics applied by AMCU include among
other of the strike came with killing of NUM
members and intimidation of those who wished
to go back to work during the five months long
strike. This strike has also caused NUM dearly and
most workers felt unsafe and considered not
assume their duties back.

The Manifesto of the ANC and policies that are
promoted and implemented by government
reflects directly the achievements of the
principles of Freedom Charter. This we appreciate
and commend the ANC for fast tracking the
implementation of the wishes of the People at the
Congress of 1956.

In line with the State of the National and Province
Address, YCLSA in the Province is planning the PYA
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Provincial Committee 
Economic and Jobs for Youth Summit to
restructure the Youth Mandate in the Province.
This is to among others, to ensure that all state
institutions, academic and/or the private sector,
get to implement the youth driven economic
development that are informed by the socio-
economic needs of the Province.

The PEC also acknowledged the work done by
the YCLSA structures in the Province during the
Election Campaign, among others, voter
education, Motho Mothong, Walkabouts in the
CBD and township to ensure that young people
go out in numbers and vote for the ANC which
ensure a significant increase in its election
outcome. The PEC also agreed to do more work
in its campaigns such as the Chris Hani Inquest,
the Know and Act on your Neighbourhood
Campaign which beard growth to the Child and
Youth Headed Households Programme.

The Plenary Session also acknowledged the
significant popular growth of the YCLSA in the
Province which comes as a result of its target of
having 10 000 members on or before December
2014. The YCLSA will be going to its 04th National
Congress in December 2014.

The YCLSA also takes this opportunity to wish the
ANCYL well on its up-coming conference. Our
message to our Allie is that the rebuilding of the
youth structure of the Congress Movement
should be informed by capacity, cohesion and a
united conference outcome. The YCLSA in the
Province is condemning the barbaric mafia
tactics by lumpents who burned down the house
of the District Secretary of the YCLSA in the Parks
Leburu District, who is also the ANCYL RTT
Coordinator in the Frances Baard Region. This
mafia tactics are disgusting and must never be
tolerated as they seek to divide the ANCYL.

Released by the YCLSA Northern Cape

06 July 2014



The 18th of July has been declared Nelson
Mandela Day by the United Nations. Nelson
Mandela, was South Africa’s 1st black president,
the 10th ANC president, a Nobel Prize winner,
Freedom icon and revolutionary! He passed
away in 2013 at his home in Johannesburg at the
age of 95. His life has inspired many people to
make the world a better place to live in. The
following quotes by Madiba are of himself:

• "No power on earth can stop an oppressed 
people determined to win their freedom" -
June 1961.

• "I have fought against white domination, 
and I have fought against black domination. I 
have cherished the ideal of a democratic 
and free society in which all persons live 
together in harmony and with equal 
opportunities. It is an ideal which I hope to 
live for and to achieve. But if needs be, it is 
an ideal for which I am prepared to die" - at 
the Rivonia treason trial in April 1964, when 
he faced the possibility of a death sentence.

• "I stand here before you not as a prophet 
but as a humble servant of you, the people" 
- release from prison in February 1990.

• "Never, never and never again shall it be 
that this beautiful land will again experience 
the oppression of one by another and suffer 
the indignity of being the skunk of the 
world. Let freedom reign." - inauguration as 
president in May 1994.

• "The award was a tribute to all South 
Africans and especially to those who fought 
in the struggle; I would accept it on their 
behalf" - on receiving the Nobel Peace Prize 
in December 1994.
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• "Late in life, I am blooming like a flower 

because of the love and support she has 
given me" - marrying Graca Machel in July 
1998 at the age of 80.

• "I step down with a clear conscience, feeling 
that I have in a small way done my duty to 
my people and my country" - retiring as 
president in May 1999.

• "At least we have the right to get drunk... 
next time we will win" - after Germany 
pipped South Africa for the right to stage 
2006 World Cup in July 2000.

• "My bosses always say that I have had 27 
years in prison to loaf. It is now time to do 
some catching up" - on life in retirement in 
November 2000.

• "One issue that deeply worried me in prison 
was the false image I unwittingly projected 
to the outside world; of being regarded as a 
saint" - he said in his latest book (2010) 
Conversations with Myself.

• "The threat of death evoked no desire in me 
to play the role of martyr. I was ready to do 
so if I had to. But the anxiety to live always 
lingered" - on the risk of execution in 
Conversations with Myself.

• "Our demand is for a non-racial society... We 
are fighting for a society where people will 
cease thinking in terms of colour... It's not a 
question of race; it's a question of ideas." -
passage from the book. 

• "What I am condemning is that one power, 
with a president who has no foresight, who 
cannot think properly, is now wanting to 
plunge the world into a holocaust" - about 
then-US president George W Bush on the 
build-up to Iraq war in January 2003. "The 
ANC has the historical responsibility to lead 
our nation and help build a united non-racial 
society" - to ANC supporters in April 2009.



Gallery – 93rd Anniversary     
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Communists attending the 93rd Anniversary  

SACP Leadership addressing the Rally

Long live the SACP long live!  



Provincial Leadership  
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SACP Office 

Party Office Building in Kimberley 

Fulltime Revolutionary Staff 
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Calendar 
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Announcements  

Let your voice be heard write to the editorial team at
yclsa.nc@gmail.com!

Please send your letters/views/comments to the editorial
team, we want to publish your inputs in the next edition of
the Red Voice

Banking Details: Let us fund our Revolution!

YCLSA FNB 62210860038
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Northern Cape 

Provincial Office

053 831 4180

yclsa.nc@gmail.com

17 Graham Street

Kimberley

8301

District Contact Details:

Parks Leburu District

District Secretary - Basil Sekoa - 072 705 4079

Joe Slovo District

District Secretary - Nokuthula Tyutyu - 073 575 5072

Braam Fisher District

District Secretary - Tshepiso Boihang - 083 734 2597

Dora Tamana District

District Secretary - Trompie Reiner - 073 260 8024

Basil February District

District Secretary - Darren Engelbrecht - 082 560 8855

Editorial Team:

Kabelo Mahibidu

Provincial Secretary

Lebogang Olyn

Deputy Provincial 
Secretary

OJ Fourie                   

National Committee 
Member

Next Edition 

YCLSA 4th National Congress (Cape Town)

Red October Campaign
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